
Matthew 5: 38–41 
Eye for an Eye. What does it mean?  
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In Matthew 5:38-41 Jesus made 
three controversial statements. First, 
He said that a person should turn the 
other cheek when someone strikes 
him. Second, He said that His 
followers should give those who sue them more than they are asking. Third, He 
said that a person conscripted by a Roman officer to carry a load for 1 mile should 
offer to go 2 miles. 
  
Every day with God 
Whew! Haven’t you always wondered what Jesus meant? I needed some help to 
translate what Jesus was talking about so I did some searching of the Internet. 
Here’s what I found. You may want to do some digging for yourself.  
What Jesus asks of His followers is not just to act passively but don’t be 
revengeful. His three radical examples make His point about the attitude we should 
have toward those who hurt us. Rather than getting even, we should be willing to 
go to the opposite extreme. We need to be ready to humble ourselves for God. We 
need to understand that vengeance isn’t ours, but the Lord’s as it says in Romans 
12:19. 
 
Our instinctive response to any kind of injury is hatred and desire for vengeance. 
This is why Jesus made it so clear in His Sermon on the Mount that not only 
outward murder but also inward hatred is subject to God’s judgment (Matthew 
5:22-23). 
 
Jesus went much further than the law. He made it clear that He wasn’t merely 
calling for more limitations on vengeance. He implied that we must give up 
personal vengeance altogether. By asking them to turn the other cheek, Jesus 
meant that His disciples should be motivated by love and a desire for the 
redemption and forgiveness of offenders—even when opposing their actions. 
 
Prayer: Help me, Lord, to not be revengeful. Help me to be motivated by love.  
 
 


