
Photo: What matters is who we worship. 

Jesus Takes Up Housecleaning 
Matthew 21:12-17 
 
Yesterday Jesus made his entry into Jerusalem. That day was the first Palm 
Sunday. Jesus now makes his way to the temple to worship with his fellow Jews. 
He finds that the temple is overrun with money changers. 
 
There are many foreigners who have come to the temple to buy animals to make a 
sacrifice but they have to do it using Jewish coins. They went to the money 
changers to exchange their coins into 
Jewish money. The money changers 
fixed a very high dishonest exchange. 
So what did Jesus do? 
 
“Then Jesus went into the temple of 
God and drove out all those who 
bought and sold in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves.” 
 
When Jesus saw the cheating and robbing that was occurring, he became angry. He 
overturned the tables and drove out those who were cheating. Jesus said, “My 
house is a house of prayer, you have made it into a den of thieves.” 
 
Every Day with God 
Jesus cleansed the temple both near the beginning and near the end of his public 
ministry, making clear that he rejected the distortions of temple worship as well as 
his authority over those in the temple. 
 
There are not too many cases in the New Testament where Jesus gets angry and 
shows his emotion. The story about Jesus cleaning the temple is one example. This 
was not the first time that Jesus cleansed the Temple, but the second (John 2.) 
 
Why is Jesus so angry? The temple would eventually be destroyed but God’s 
temple would remain forever. He wanted people to realize that it was necessary to 
look more to him and less the temple.  It matters none so much where we worship, 
what does matter is who we worship. The temple is a house of prayer, a house 
where everyone can thank Jesus for his suffering for us. 
 
Prayer: Help us worship Jesus.  


