
Did You Ever Throw a Mountain? 
Matthew 21:18-22 
 
After spending the night in Bethany, 
Jesus is now returning to Jerusalem. 
He was hungry and saw a fig tree by 
the road. He went to it and found 
nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, 
“Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” 
Immediately the fig tree withered 
away. 
 
When the disciples saw this they 
marveled, saying, “How did the fig 
tree wither away so soon?” So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to 
the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the 
sea,’ it will be done. And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will 
receive.” 
 
Every Day with God 
These are my favorite New Testament verses. I’m a positive thinker and Jesus 
affirms our positivism in these verses. It only takes abiding faith in Jesus. I know 
that’s not always easy but Jesus says we will be able to move mountains when we 
trust in his word. We merely have to abide in him and our faith cannot waver.  
In John 15:7-8 Jesus reminds us “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”  
 
The barren fig tree is symbolic of someone who does not have faith. This lack of 
faith in Jesus produces nothing. The promise of Jesus to the disciples teaches us 
that real fruitfulness is a product of genuine, living, personal, dependency upon 
Jesus Christ in faith. (Help with lesson came from Bethany Bible Church, Portland, 
OR.) 
 
Prayer: Thanks for giving us faith to move mountains. 

Photo: With faith we can move mountains. 


