
John: 2:13-21 
Jesus gets angry 
 
After the wedding in Cana it was almost time 
to celebrate the Passover. Jesus went to 
Jerusalem and found people selling and 
exchanging money in the temple courts.  They 
were selling cattle, sheep and doves and the 
money changers were sitting at tables 
exchanging money. Jesus made a whip out of 
cords and drove all from the temple courts and 
scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables.  
 
Powerful Jews were watching this. They had heard of him and his teachings. They 
said, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus 
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 
going to raise it in three days?” The temple Jesus was speaking about was his 
body, which would be raised from the dead in three days.  
 
Every Day with God 
Envision a huge flea market with a beautiful temple in its midst. That is kind of 
what Jesus found when he went to Jerusalem. He became very angry and chased 
everyone away from the temple. It must have been quite a sight. The Jews saw 
what was happening and questioned Jesus not knowing that he was the Son of God. 
I am surprised that they didn’t have him arrested. 
 
The money changers referred to in this text exchanged Roman coins (the official 
currency) for Jewish shekels, the only coins accepted at the Temple to buy the 
various animals to sacrifice. 
 
This is one occasion where Jesus becomes angry. (There are a few others in the 
Bible.) We can learn something about anger and about how Jesus handled it.  Jesus 
anger did not last very long. He did not become bitter. He did not hold a grudge. 
He handled anger in good time.  
 
Expand on this subject at: https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-angry.html 
 
Prayer: Jesus, help me to handle anger like you.  
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