
A Homecoming for Jesus 
John 4: 16-32 
 
The townspeople from Nazareth heard 
that one of their hometown boys had 
been performing miracles and now he 
was home. They wanted to see what 
he could do. 
 
When the priests had Jesus read and 
teach in the synagogue from the Book 
of Isaiah they were amazed at his 
ability. How could a boy from such a 
lowly family and the son of a 
carpenter speak so well and know so 
much? The proud men of the church just 
could not believe Jesus was the promised Savior. He was just a poor man and they 
wanted to believe that the Savior of the world would be a rich man who looked like 
a rich man. 
 
Jesus knew they wouldn’t believe him. He said, “A prophet is not accepted in his 
own town.” After Jesus told them that he was the Savior they had been waiting for, 
the people of Nazareth became very angry and wanted to throw him over a cliff. 
Some homecoming! 
 
Every Day with God 
How would you like to have a welcome like Jesus? The people in his hometown 
just couldn’t believe this was the same man that performed miracles in other cities. 
He was a son of Joseph, the carpenter. Surely, it must be someone else who did the 
miracles and healed the sick. We have an old saying that comes from this text; 
“You are never an expert in your own backyard.” Jesus knew he would not be 
accepted especially after they were going to throw him off a cliff. Jesus just quietly 
walked away. 
 
So what is the point of this lesson? Jesus comes to us as a regular person to show 
us that he shows favoritism towards none. He accepts all people regardless of who 
they are or where they come from or what they look like. Jesus cares for all people 
equally just as he did for the people of Nazareth. 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for giving us Jesus. 

Photo:  There’s no place like home, but not for Jesus. 


