
Photo: Jesus is a good fisherman. Trust him.  

Jesus Goes Fishing 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
Many people begin to follow Jesus. When he was 
preaching near the Sea of Galilee, he went into 
Simon’s boat and told Simon to take him out from 
shore where he continued to preach and not feel so 
crowded. When he had finished speaking, Jesus told 
Simon to take his boat farther out and drop their nets. 
 
Simon said to Jesus, “Master, we’ve been fishing 
hard all night and haven’t caught even a minnow. 
But if you say so, I’ll let out the nets.” It was no 
sooner said than done—a huge haul of fish, straining 
the nets past capacity. They waved to their partners 
in the other boat to come help them. They filled both 
boats, nearly swamping them with the catch. 
 
Simon Peter, when he saw this miracle, fell to his knees before Jesus. “Master, 
leave. I’m a sinner and can’t handle this holiness. Leave me to myself.” Jesus said 
to Simon, “There is nothing to fear. From now on you’ll be fishing for men and 
women.” They pulled their boats up on the beach, left them, nets and all, and 
followed him. 
 
Every Day with God 
Fishing was a popular occupation in Christ’s time just as it is today. His disciples, 
who were experienced fishermen, told him that it was a waste of time to go out 
again because they had been fishing all night without any luck. 
  
People who fish know what it’s like not to catch any fish. To have someone who is 
not known for fishing tell you how to fish adds insult to injury. But the disciples 
obeyed Jesus and now we know the rest of the story. Jesus knew how to fish. 
Realizing who Jesus was, Simon Peter begs for forgiveness from Jesus for his sins. 
Jesus tells him not to be afraid but that now he will catch men and women instead 
of fish. 
 
Jesus has two simple messages in this familiar story. One, that we are not to be 
afraid because Jesus has taken our sins and put them on his shoulders; and two, we 
can repay Jesus by paying it forward. In other words, we can help other people find 
Jesus just like Jesus found us. 
 
Prayer: Help me Jesus, to help you find others. Help me catch men and women for Jesus. 


