
Photo: Faith is knowing that God is in the boat with us. 

God goes fishing with us 
Matthew 8:23-27 
 
Jesus is tired from preaching for so many hours. 
He wants to get away from the crowds so he and 
his disciples get in a boat on the Sea of Galilee 
and decide to cross over to the other side. 
 
The Sea of Galilee is below sea-level and is 
surrounded by high hills, which serve as a funnel 
and can draw winds that swoop down and make 
great waves. While the disciples were rowing to 
the other side, a great wind arose, which was so 
strong that it appeared that the boat would sink 
any minute. 
 
The panic stricken disciples didn’t know what to do even though some were 
experienced sailors. They woke Jesus up who was sleeping in the bottom of the 
boat. They said, “Lord save us! We will drown!” 
 
Jesus replied, “Why are you afraid? You don’t have much faith.” Jesus then 
commanded the waters to be still and they were still. 
 
Every day with God 
Most of us have experienced a time when we were on a lake or ocean and the 
waters were rough. It’s not fun. Falling overboard is on our mind. We take a sigh 
of relief when we make it back to shore safely. 
 
The waves must have been huge that day when the disciples were with Jesus. They 
thought their boat would be swamped! They woke Jesus and he calmed the storm 
and criticized them for having such little faith. 
 
Faith doesn’t come easily. Hebrews 11 tells us: “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

The disciples didn’t know what kind of man Jesus was but they would learn and 
their faith would grow. You and I know what kind of man Jesus is and, because we 
know, our faith should be strong. 

Prayer: Help me have faith in you, Jesus, especially during those turbulent times 
when my boat is sinking. 


