
They’re Hungry.  
Matthew 14: 13-29 

Jesus continues to attract hundreds of people. On one occasion, he is preaching to 
thousands of people late in the day and he feels sorry for them because they have 
had nothing to eat.  

In another book of the Bible we learn that a mother has packed a picnic lunch for a 
boy containing bread and fish. Jesus instructs his followers to pass out the food to 
all of the people. “But we have only five loaves and two fish,” they say. 
Nevertheless, Jesus tells them to pass out the 
food. 

Jesus first thanked God for the food and then he 
and his followers begin to pass out the bread and 
fish. After everyone had finished eating, they 
picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. The Bible 
tells us that there were 5,000 who ate, not 
counting women and children.  
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Imagine what the boy’s mother asked her son 
when he returned home. The boy could have told 
her that the lunch she packed was enough for 
everyone who listened to Jesus. She wouldn’t 
have understood, of course, but the boy also 
probably didn’t understand what was going on. 
How could 5 bread and 2 fish feed well over 
5000 people and have 12 baskets of leftovers? 

We learn in this story that faith is comforting. That is, when we believe in Jesus, 
we can feel comfortable in knowing that Jesus will provide for us. When couples 
take their marriage vows, they say they will take care of each other in “sickness 
and in heath”. Jesus has made a vow with us that he will take care of us until the 
end of time and forever after. 

Prayer: Thank you Jesus for being such a comfort to us. 

Photo: Cornfield – God has blessed with an abundance of food. 


