
Red Sky in the Morning, Sailors Take Warning 
Matthew 16:1-4 
 
Jesus had been teaching, preaching, and healing for nearly two years. He has been 
performing a myriad of miracles. Still, the Pharisees and Sadducees came to him 
and wanted him to perform a miracle. 
 
Jesus said to them, "When evening comes, you 
say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,' 
and in the morning, 'Today it will be stormy, 
for the sky is red and overcast.' You know how 
to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you 
cannot interpret the signs of the times. A 
wicked and adulterous generation looks for a 
miraculous sign, but none will be given it 
except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them 
and went away. 
 
Every Day with God 
You now know where this familiar saying came from. “Red sky in the morning, 
sailors take warning. Red sky at night, sailors delight.” It was no delight for the 
Pharisees and Sadducees who tried to trick Jesus into doing a miracle for them.  
Jesus chastised them for not recognizing the signs that were right in front of their 
eyes. If they could predict the weather from the color of the sky, they should be 
able to discern that Jesus was the Messiah who everyone was looking for. 

Jesus uses the metaphor of Jonah because Jesus was to be three days in the tomb 
and Jonah was in the mouth of the big fish for three days and three nights. 

Rather than look at the color of sky, we can look at the color of Jesus’ blood 
when he died. He shed his blood so all of us could be saved. 

Prayer: Red sky in the morning or evening reminds us of Jesus sacrifice for us. 
Thank you, Jesus, for the reminder. 

Photo: Red skies remind us of Jesus' sacrifice. 


