
Are we preaching to the choir? 
Matthew 15:21-28 
 
Jesus goes to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to 
Him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly 
from demon-possession.” 
 

Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples 
came to Him and urged Him, “Send her away, 
for she keeps crying out after us.” He replied, 
“I was only sent to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
 

The woman came and knelt before Him. “Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It 
is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” “Yes, Lord,” she 
said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Then 
Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her 
daughter was healed from that very hour. 
 

Every Day with God 
What do you make of this story? It’s kind of like a riddle. The basic theme of the 
passage is that Christ went into Gentile territory and did this miracle for a Gentile 
woman who had greater faith than the Jews who were rejecting and challenging 
Jesus’ claims. It teaches us about the grace of our Lord and about faith of people 
who are in need. 
 

Question for you. Do you think we (i.e. the church) spend too much time preaching 
to the choir?  In the case of today’s story, could not the woman represent all people 
who don’t join us for Sunday morning church service? What about them? Jesus is 
not playing games with the woman - He did not go all the way to her region to 
avoid her! Jesus is making it clear that the grace of God will be given to all who 
believe, even though His mission called for Him to present Himself to Israel as the 
Son of David. 
 

Jesus’ ministry may have focused on Israel first, but He extended mercy to all who 
would believe in Him. This story tells us that we are to take the message of grace 
to the world, to whoever is seeking mercy and will believe. If there is resistance 
and refusal, we may continue to pray for them (as Jesus prayed for Jerusalem). 
(Referenced passages from Bible.org.) 
 
Prayer: Help us, Lord, to focus on all of God’s children. 
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