
Peace follows forgiveness 
Matthew 18:21-35, Luke 6:27-28, Romans 12:19, 2 Timothy 1:7 
 
In Matthew 18: 21-22, Peter asks Jesus, “How many times should I forgive my 
brother who has sinned against me?” Jesus replies, “Seventy times seven”. 
 
We can better understand what Jesus means when we read Luke 6:27-28, "But I 
tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you." 
 
Every day with God 
When God tells us to forgive someone, we are 
faced with a daunting task. How can we possibly 
forgive and love someone who has caused us 
pain? Think of all of those situations occurring 
today where people are doing terrible things to 
other people. How should we deal with this? 
What would Jesus have us do? 
 
The Bible speaks quite plainly to the issue of 
revenge: "Do not take revenge, my friends, but 
leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: 'It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,' says the Lord," 
(Romans 12:19.) 
 
Jesus tells us to love our enemies. Jesus says to forgive those that hurt us. This is 
very difficult for each of us to do but we need to have trust in the power of Jesus to 
help us. 
 
How are we to do this? The promise of 2 Timothy 1:7 offers great guidance for us: 
"For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and of 
self-discipline." God will give us the power to love our enemies the way He wants 
us to love them. As a result of our relentless love for others, peace will prevail. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, please give me the power to love the people that hurt me. Please 
bless him in the same way that you have blessed me.  
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