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King Herod Wasn’t So Great 
 
Matthew: Chapter 2 
  
Augustus Caesar appointed Herod to be ruler in 
Israel where he ruled for 37 years. To thank 
Augustus Caesar, Herod built the great port city of 
Caesarea in his name. (Benjamin Netanyahu, 
politician and the current Prime Minister of Israel, is 
from Caesarea.) 
  
At the time of the birth of Jesus, Herod was about 
73 years old. I read in one account that King Herod 
was a brutal man who killed his father-in-law, several of his ten 
wives, and two of his sons. Herod's heavy taxes to pay for lavish 
projects forced an unfair burden on the Jewish citizens. He was 
anything but a popular king. 
  
We read in Matthew that after he met the Three Wise Men, he 
planned to have all of the new born boys under two years of age 
killed in Bethlehem. This is why Joseph fled to Egypt and he did not 
return until Herod had died. 
  
The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus reported that Herod the Great 
died of a painful and debilitating disease that caused breathing 
problems, convulsions, rotting of his body, and worms. After he died, 
the Romans divided the kingdom among his three sons. One of them, 
Herod Antipas, tried and executed Jesus. 
  
Every Day With God 
  
Right from birth, Jesus, you might say, was a marked man. He never 
had it easy. His life seemed to be always in jeopardy. This was part 
of God’s plan. He had to show the people that the Son of God could 
endure anything. He was not in anyone’s power. He was the almighty 



king. For this reason we worship and adore him. In the familiar 
Christmas song, “Oh, come all ye faithful”, we sing: 
  
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
Come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 
  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
  
Prayer: Dear Jesus, Help all of us come and adore you. 
	  


