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Amazing Transformations Continue at 
Calvary!

In addition to the amazing transformations of our pastors, many 
other transformations are going on around Calvary.  Many of 
you shared your 30-day challenge plans to be renewed and 
transformed by God!  We are excited to hear how these small 
changes bring about sustainable, life giving transformations in our 
lives.  Around Calvary, our new Sunday morning worship times 
and styles have launched!  Our property improvement team’s 
proposal to council has been approved – so some much needed 
updates in both our sanctuary and our fellowship hall will begin 
soon (see article on page 4 for more information).  We have made 
extra payments on our mortgage principal, reducing our overall 
debt.  We are preparing to welcome many new members on 
Re-Formation Sunday and so much more.  Log on and listen to 
the Rally Sunday sermon and try your 30-day challenge today!

I  N     T  H  I  S

I  S  S  U  E
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WORSHIP “Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”
Psalm 150:6

CONTINUE TO ENTER THE BIBLE

BAPTISMAL FESTIVAL

Our next baptismal festival will be held October 25 at the 10:45 
worship service. If you need more information or are interested in 
baptism for yourself or your child at Calvary, please contact Erin in 
the church office: 751-1893.

NEW MEMBER EVENTS
If you or others you know are interested in learning about 
membership, please come to a new member orientation.  If you 
would like to serve on the new member ministry team or as a new 
member sponsor, please contact Pr. Andrew.  

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION
Prospective new members are asked to attend a one-time, one-hour 
orienation to meet others and learn about Calvary.  New Member 
Orientation will be held at Calvary Lutheran Church. 

Wednesday (5:15-6:15 PM): October 7
Sunday (9:30-10:30 AM): October 11

CONNECTION DAY
At these Saturday evening events, get ready for New Member 
Sunday, meet your sponsor(s), and enjoy fellowship and a potluck 
meal.  Held in the lounge from 5:30 -7 p.m. The next Connection 
Day will be held on Saturday, October 24.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
New members affirm their faith and are welcomed during Sunday 
morning worship services.  The next New Member Sunday will take 
place on October 25.  

The month of October gets us 
deep into God’s story in the 
Old Testament.  We’ll be taking 
big steps through the various 
books of the Bible, but we’ll 
get a clear sense of the kinds 
of people whom God chooses 
(ordinary folks!) and the life God calls us to (one of faithfulness 
to God and one another).  We’ll witness Moses’ encounter 
with God through a burning bush (Exodus 3:1-15); God’s most 
important instruction to the people (Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-
6); the faithfulness of Ruth (Ruth 1:1-17); and King David’s 
worship (2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5).  Take time to read and ponder 
these stories on your own this month.

Oct. 4   -  Exodus 3:1-15
Oct. 11 -  Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-6
Oct. 18 -  Ruth 1:1-17
Oct. 25 -  Reformation Sunday:  2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5

2015 BAPTISMAL FESTIVAL DATES

October 25 - Reformation Sunday
November 29 - Thanksgiving Weekend
December 24 - Christmas Eve, 3:30 PM

VISITATION MINISTRY

Do you know someone who would 
be open to a visit from a Calvary 
neighbor – maybe someone new in 
your neighborhood, someone who’s 
visited Calvary, a new co-worker, or 
someone searching for meaning and 
community?  Talk to Pr. Andrew, Ron 
Gladen, or Larry Overbeek, and we’ll 
begin this good work of getting to 
know our neighbors.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

On Wednesday, September 9, over 100 people came to 
Calvary’s last outdoor worship service of the summer for the 
Blessing of the Animals.  Pastor Genelle, Pastor Andrew, 
Pastor Nate, and Vicar Anne blessed at least 30 animals 
during the service.  Thanks to Marco, a drawing for an iPad 
Mini was held for the youth in attendance and Emily Falldorf 
was selected.  A second offering was divided between Beltrami 
County Humane Society and Pet Fixers of Bemidji.  To see 
more pictures, visit page 9.
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Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, spirit, 
body, finances, relationships, and commitment to God.TRANSFORMED

THE BRIDGE
   

   

  
  
 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 25 as we gather our 
second round of pledges to the capital appeal. In worship that 
Sunday, we will be celebrating the progress of our appeal and 
welcoming new members, as well as sharing brunch together. 
Every dollar gets us closer to our $2,000,000 goal. Our other big 
goal is to reach 85% participation.  Are you part of the 85% yet?

For more information, please see our website or talk to Pastor 
Genelle. Jesus says “I am the way!”  Let us boldly follow him!

Join us on 

THE BRIDGE
to New Life in Ministry

TRANSFORMATIONAL CHALLENGES
We challenge you to push yourself  into transformational growth!
This month, we challenge your relational nd intellectual growth.

Relational Challenge
Invite someone new to church.

Emotional Challenge
Watch a funny movie or show once a week and remember how to 

belly laugh.

INVITATION TO JOY

Invitation to Joy is a cooperative evangelism and outreach 
initiative involving about two dozen local ELCA congregations.  
Contact Pr. Andrew to learn more.

Invitation to Joy will be hosting our second annual Evangelism 
Training in October. We invite you to all come and hear from 
our wonderful speakers about how we can become better at 
hospitality in our changing churches of today.

Speakers:
Pastor Laurie Natwick, Assistant to the Bishop, 

Northwest MN Synod
Pastor Deb Stehlin,  Director of Evangelical Mission, 

Minneapolis Area Synod

October 17, 2015
8:30 - 9:00 AM Registration
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Training

First Lutheran Church - Bemidji
Fee: $10

Lunch and morning snack provided

How to Keep People  From Coming  to Your Church
You’ve all had the experience of walking into a business and all 
the faces are friendly, but not a single person greeted you to find 
out how they could help you. I bet this was a business you did 
not return to.  I am not talking about the relentless sales person 
who follows you around to get the sale for the day.This is not 
welcoming either. Congregations need to consider questions of 
hospitality. We want our visitors to come back, again and again.

For someone to feel comfortable at our church, they need to 
make a connection, build a relationship, and feel welcomed. 
People need to feel that this church is their church, where 
people are loving and authentic. People need to feel validated, 
and they need a sense of belonging.  People will find a place to 
belong; let us make them welcome in our church! 

Sponsored by Invitation to Joy and a grant from the Trinity 
Foundation of Moorhead, MN.

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, Oct. 4, 4-5:30 p.m. in the Sanford Center Ballrooom

Join Bemidji-area Christians for “Celebrating the Harvest,” a 
time of worship, prayer, and celebration, as we gather across 
denominations to praise God’s work of bringing people to life.  
The event is sponsored by Net of the North, a fellowship of local 
pastors.  For more information, call (218)556-5536.



  ~ Written by Billie Edwards
Since the first of the year, we here at Calvary, have been hearing much 
about transformation.  Last week we actually watched transformation take 
place before our very eyes. (Thank you, Pastors, for the visual lesson.) On 
Wednesday, during my “Quiet Time”, I was reminded of how I am being 
transformed.  

I will share with you, a few excerpts from my journaled conversation. I wrote:

In JESUS CALLING (a daily devotion and app on my iPad) this morning it 
said: I designed you to live in union with me. This union does not negate who 
you are; it actually makes you more fully you. … Find fulfillment through living 
close to Me, yielding to My purposes for you. Though I may lead you along 
paths that feel alien to you, trust that I know what I am doing. If you follow 
me wholeheartedly, you will discover facets of yourself that were previously 
hidden. I know you intimately - far better than you know yourself. In union 
with Me, you are complete. In closeness to Me, you are transformed more 
and more into the one I designed you to be.

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when 
I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me we 
were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:13-16

There in the middle of the devotion are the words, “Though I may lead you 
along paths that feel alien to you, trust that I know what I am doing.” Wow, 
that sure hits a chord with me! It reminds me of our in-depth conversation 
that we had in June regarding the business. I stated then: “I do not have a 
business mind, yet You chose me for this job… why me?”  

And you answered:  “Because, My child, you never trusted yourself with it. 
You looked to Me and to Bob, trusting that I was directing him and giving him 
wisdom in running our company. You have not forgotten, My child, that this is 
ultimately My company and I did choose you to run it. Don’t you see, child, I 
needed you to do it so that you would look to me in all things to carry out my 
plan for your life and for all those you have touched along the way.”

You certainly did and You are continuing to take me on a very alien path. 
Yet, as I look back on it, I see that I have learned and accomplished much 
in that “alien place” … the business world ... through NP Opcal/Cache Lake. 
You have stretched me far beyond what I would have thought possible and 
I thank You for it.

What I have written here is just a small piece of that morningʼs conversation, 
but I have shared these words with you, to encourage you to follow along 
the path that has been set before you, even if it is difficult and feels “alien” 
to you. I am continually learning, that as long as I stay on that path that God 
has set me on, I am being transformed into the person that He wants me to 
be. Frankly, that is the best place to be, for it is there where we really come to 
know Him, and ourselves. It is the place we can experience peace.

TRANSFORMATION LETTER

Amy Bigot, our Regional Gift Planner with the ELCA 
Foundation was at Calvary recently and gave a 
presentation on Legacy Planning.  This discussion 
included information on the importance of creating your 
legacy plan, the importance of communicating your legacy 
plans to your loved ones, and various ways to leave gifts 
to our heirs and gifts to the ministries that have touched 
our lives.  If you’re interested in a one-on-one confidential 
consultation with Amy, please contact the church office 
to schedule a time to meet with her.  The services of our 
Regional Gift Planner are no charge to us, and are a 
benefit provided to Calvary Lutheran through the ELCA.

LEGACY PLANNING OPPORTUNITY
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SNOWBIRD BLESSING
Sent South with God’s Love!

We know that there are quite a few Calvary folks who 
head south for part of the winter.  As part of our Vibrant 
Faith pracitce, we are adding a new ritual, a Snowbird 
Blessing.  Each fall, we will have a special event to gather 
the snowbirds of Calvary and give them a special send-off 
and blessing.

This year, at our first-annual event, our Bridge team will 
serve a soup supper and Pr. Andrew will plan a special 
program.  It will help us have enough food if you would let 
us know you are coming by calling the office, signing up 
on the slipboard in the ofice, or emailing us at 
calvary@calvarybemidji.org.

Snowbird Blessing
Monday, October 12

5:30 - 7:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

Please let us know if you plan to attend.  Anyone who 
considers themselves a snowbird is cordially invited!
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GIVING “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, ... for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

FINANCIAL REPORT

August 2015 Income Expenses
General Fund $69,348 $60,533
Preschool $14,280 $12,485

Cash and receivables: $163,451

August Ministry Partner
Pathways 
$1,246

Calvary Foundation Balance 
$34,290

Capital Appeal: THE BRIDGE
Pledged to date: $781,338
Received in August: $15,109
Received by 8/31/2015: $275,922

Because of your generous contributions, Calvary was able to 
provide Thrivent with an extra payment of $18,325 towards the 

principal on the mortgage in September!

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS GIVEMONTHLY MISSION PARTNER

This month we support two ministries with and for our community 
elders.  Lutheran Social Service (LSS) of Minnesota is the largest 
and oldest non-profit human services organization in the state.  
LSS’s senior nutrition program provides nutritious, low-cost meals for 
seniors 60 years old and above, both at meal centers and in homes, 
where volunteers deliver meals to homebound persons.  Northwoods 
Caregivers is a Bemidji organization that provides homemaking, 
transportation, and respite services for community elders and their 
caregivers, as well as a safe visitation program for families in conflict.  

Partnership is more than money!  This month, we invite you to visit 
one of our local long-term care facilities.  And try volunteering with 
Northwoods or Meals on Wheels!  Contact Glen Anderson to be on 
Calvary’s Meals on Wheels team.  We’re also excited to have a couple 
of Calvary folks working with Northwoods through a community grant 
designed to make Bemidji a more supportive place for people with 
and families affected by Alzheimer’s.  

Our second offering this month is one way that we show this support.  
While we will take a second offering one Sunday per month (October 
11), you are encouraged to give throughout the month to our partners.  
We ask that ALL checks be made out to Calvary Lutheran and in the 
memo line write our mission partner for the month.  This will help with 
better record keeping. 

In October, Calvary will be 
blessed with one more reminder 
of how passion fuels ministry!  
Through a Thrivent Action team 
grant, Calvary will be able to 
purchase our first raised bed 
from the Bemidji Food Shelf.  
This raised bed will allow Calvary 
to grow food in the summer months to be a blessing to those 
who are hungry.  Bill Beyer applied for the grant by logging 
on to www.thrivent.com and finding the Thrivent Action Team 
application.  It was an easy way to achieve a Win-Win-Win (for 
Calvary, for the food shelf and for the ODC who builds the raised 
beds!)  On Wednesday, October 7, some volunteers from the 
food shelf will be with us at our Calvary Alive meal (starting at 
5:30) to talk about the raised bed program and how you can 
also get involved!  Through our partnership with Thrivent, many 
other Calvary members have applied for grants ($250 a piece) 
to support many other programs, fundraisers, and educational 
events that occur here at Calvary.  Do you have a passion 
that you would like to bless with $250?  Contact your Thrivent 
representative and find ways for you to make a difference too!

Other projects funded by Thrivent Action Team Grants:
Blessing of the Animals advertisement

Divorce Care & Grief Share advertisement
Faith In Action Day Food Supplies

Miracle Sunday Brunch 
Quilters

Lutefisk Dinner
Preschool Playground Equipment

AED/CPR Staff Training
Youth Fundraisers

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT TEAM
The Property Improvement Ministry Team consists of Calvary 
members who have come together to bring the property part 
of The Bridge capital appeal to fruition.  The group has been 
hard at work this summer, meeting almost every Monday.  We 
reviewed the mission, vision, and values crafted in 2014, as 
well as all the feedback received through last year’s visioning 
process and this year’s Bridge meetings.  From that information 
priorities were revealed. 

The team crafted a phase one vision that tackles the 
maintenance items, as well as improving the music area in the 
front of the Sanctuary.  This proposal was approved by Council 
at their September 16 meeting.  We are hard at work to drill 
down on the specifics of the proposal and plan to bring it to the 
congregation in November and December.  You will begin to see 
bits of progress as we move through the fall, but the first big step 
will begin right after Christmas.  

The team includes:  Linda Lemmer and Polly Merhar as co-
chairs, Linda Arnold, Linda & Brad Kingery, Don Carlson, Nate 
Moran, Joel Hamilton, Tony Hommes, Lyle Meulebroeck, Sandi 
Oman, Gary Port, Joyce Way, and Pr. Genelle.  
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ADULT MINISTRIES

GROWTH “May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith as you are being 
rooted and grounded in love.”  Ephesians 3:17

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Sunday morning adult faith formation takes place in Room 7 (large 
classroom across the hallway from the gym) from 9:30 - 10:15 AM.  
This month, we’ll get to see some pictures and hear some stories 
from Pr. Andrew’s sabbatical, and we’ll start a six-week series on 
the book of Revelation.  

Oct. 4   - Pr. Andrew’s Sabbatical, Part I: Communities of India
Oct. 11 - Pr. Andrew’s Sabbatical, Part II: France, Germany, and 
  some Minnesota monasteries
Oct. 18 - Revelation, part 1: What kind of writing is Revelation, and 
  how do we read it?
Oct. 25 - Revelation, part 2: What are the Jewish (or Old Testament) 
  sources that inspired the author of Revelation?

WEDNESDAY 10 AM BIBLE STUDIES AT CALVARY
Mary Allen, Ron Gladen, and Larry Overbeek lead two different 
Bible studies at Calvary Lutheran at 10:00 AM on Wednesday 
mornings.  New participants are always welcome.  Come to the 
lounge at 9:30 for goodies!

MEN’S BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY 
All men are invited to Southside Restaurant on Wednesdays at 6:30 
AM for fellowship as we nourish our bodies and souls with breakfast 
and study the Bible.

MARTHA CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY meets in the lounge on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 1:30 PM.  All women are welcome!

HOPE CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY meets in the lounge on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 9:30 AM.  All women are welcome!

MARIGOLD CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY meets the first Monday of each 
month at 10:00 AM, usually in a home.  Contact Lorraine Sauer (444-
9842) or Linda Arnold (759-9702) to get connected.

WOMENS’ BIBLE STUDY Angela Paulson leads Bible study 
Thursday evenings at 5:30 PM in the lounge at Calvary, beginning 
with a salad potluck dinner.  The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer will 
be covered in this seven-week session beginning October 1. Sign-up 
in the church office or contact Angela with questions.

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY WITH JOHN EGGERS
Weekly online Bible Study is available on the Calvary website .  If 
you haven’t already signed up, go to calvarybemidji.org, click on the 
Worship tab, and select weekly devotions.

GRIEF SHARE - Tuesdays 5-6:30 PM
Grief Share is available for people grieving the loss of a family 
member or friend.  Grief Share groups meet weekly in Room 1 at 
Calvary.  Contact Chip Holt (444-7751 or 651-353-0029) for more 
information.

DIVORCE CARE - Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM
Divorce Care support group meets almost all Thursdays in Room 1 at 
Calvary.  Cost is $20 for the workbook.  Contact Chip Holt 
(444-7751 or 651-353-0029) for more information.

CRAFTERS
Calvary Crafters meet on the second Monday of each month 
at 7:00 PM at Calvary Lutheran, and on the fourth Monday at 
12:00 (noon) in the Lueken’s North Conference room.  

QUILTERS 
Calvary Quilters meet Thursdays from 9:00 - 11:30 AM at 
Calvary Lutheran.  All quilters welcome!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
ZUMBA FITNESS - Sundays at 5:30PM
Join Sarah Bendorf on Sundays at 5:30 PM for a fun workout 
at Calvary.  Class meets in classroom 7 or the gym. The cost 
is $5/class payable to the instructor. Bring water, comfy shoes, 
a friend and a smile. www.sarahbendorf.zumba.com.
Classes will be held October 4, 11, 18, and 25.

LEAH’S EXERCISE CLASSES 
Leah Hendricks is offering 35 exercise classes in the Calvary 
gym throughout October that are open to Calvary and 
community members.  Classes are $6 payable to the instructor 
and can be paid at the door.  (Kangoo Power requires pre-
registration.)

Leah’s early morning classes will be held all Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in October at 5:15 AM.  

Leah’s toning class on Tuesday mornings from 8:45-9:45 AM.  
This is a very low impact class for all age levels and fitness 
levels. We will work both upper and lower body.  (No class 
October 20.)

Leah’s Kangoo Power classes are also being offered 
throughout the month.  Kangoo Power is a low impact class 
that helps prevent injuries, protect joints, improve bone 
density, stability, posture, balance, muscular strength, and 
coordination, and reduces stress.  

See calendar on page 13 for all class dates and times...

NORTHWINDS MARTIAL ARTS
Haidong Gumdo is a non-competetive, no-contact martial 
art that allows students to develop self-discipline and earn 
self-respect. It is a low-impact art that is great for all ages 
and athletic abilities.  As a gratitude to Calvary Lutheran for 
providing a great space for our program, Northwinds is offering 
the first month free and a 50% discount on classes after the 
first month to Calvary members.  Classes are Sundays from 
7:00-9:00 PM in the gym.  Call Northwinds Martial Arts at 218-
333-3806 with questions.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school for PreK - 2nd grade students and Middle School 
students is being offered from 9:30 -10:15 AM. As a ministry of the 
entire congregation, Sunday school offers a rewarding experience 
for youth, parents/guardians and teachers/helpers to grow in faith 
and relationships.  

As a reminder, all 3rd through 5th grade youth and families are 
invited to our Family Express camp-style worship at 9:30 AM in 
the sanctuary! This will be a fun, inter-generational and interactive 
worship experience.

Sunday School classrooms and schedule
• Preschool: Nursery 
• Kindergarten: Room #10
• 1st Grade: Room #12
• 2nd Grade: Room #13
• 3rd-5th Grade: Sanctuary
• Middle School: Room #1

Oct. 4 Class Time, Lesson 2-4
Oct. 11 Class Time, Lesson 2-5 
Oct. 18 All grades in Sanctuary 
  (No classroom Sunday school)
Oct. 25 Class Time, Lesson 2-7
  Pre-K Family Sunday school in lounge
Nov. 1 Class Time, Lesson 2-8

Parents/Guardians: Are you feeling called to be a co-teacher or 
helper for Sunday school. You can do it! Please contact Pastor 
Nate for more information. 

KINGDOM KIDS
Kingdom Kids is a Wednesday after-school program for 3rd - 5th 
grade students, from 3:30-5:00 PM. Come and enjoy fellowship, 
faith, and fun with your friends. Contact Angela Paulson for more 
information at 218-586-5432.

Fall: Sept 16 - Nov. 11    (No KK on 10/14 or 10/28)
Winter: Dec. 2 - Feb. 24  (No KK: 12/16, 12/23, 12/30, 1/27, 2/10)
Spring: Mar. 9 - May 11  (No KK on 3/23)

Contact the Calvary office to sign up!

KIDZ CHOIR
Kidz Choir meets Wednesday evenings (immediately following 
Kingdom Kids) from 5:00-5:30 PM in the Choir room.  (Kidz Choir 
willl follow the same schedule as Kingdom Kids.)  Contact Shar 
Paquette with any questions or to sign up!

2016 MISSION TRIPS
Intergenerational Mission Trip: Jamaica, February 27-March 4
Middle School Mission Trip: Green Bay, WI June 12-16
High School Mission Trip:  Benton Harbor Michigan July 17-22         
      

Register in the office! Talk with Pastor Nate for more information. 

CONFIRMATION
A new year is underway!  Here’s what our students are up to:

Oct. 7    Lesson 2: What did Jesus do?
Oct. 14  No confirmation
Oct. 21  Family Confirmation #1 – Experiencing doubt, using our 
  minds, and thinking about the question, “Is God real?”  
  Students should come with a parent or adult.
Oct. 28  Family Confirmation #2 – Using our minds to think about 
  big faith questions, including who Jesus is and why we 
  can trust the Bible.  Students should come with a parent 
  or adult.

HIGH SCHOOL 
CLUB is a time for 9-12th graders to come on Wednesday nights to 
experience faith, friends, and fun in new and exciting ways! Grab 
someone and get here! Everyone is invited.

October 7th  Regular CLUB: Youth Room at 7:15 PM 
October 14th  NO CLUB (MEA break)
October 21st  Regular CLUB: Sanctuary at 7:15 PM
October 28th  Regular CLUB: Sanctuary at 7:15 PM

Stay connected on Facebook for updates and announcements!  
Join “Calvary Lutheran Church High School Youth Group of 
Bemidji”.  Sign-up with Pastor Nate to receive text notifications

FAMILY/YOUNG ADULT MISSION TRIP
When: February 27-March 4, 2016
Who: Young adults, families, individuals 15 yrs or older
Where: Jamaica
With: Praying Pelican Missions 
 (http://www.prayingpelicanmissions.org)
Why: To go and be the church through partnerships and 
relationships with the larger church 

Contact Pr. Nate to receive more information.

SEPTEMBER PRESCHOOL UPDATE

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity [goodness], faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against such things.” Galatians 5:22-23 
NRSV This is the faith lesson we begin our year with. It helps teach 
the kids about the behavior we work on while we are at preschool. 

We also begin the year with working on shapes and colors, number 
recognition and our letters. We teach the letters by starting with the 
letters that are the easiest to write. When your child comments they 
have learned the letters I, L & T first, it is because straight lines are 
the best way to start!
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A huge thank you to everyone that participated in Faith in Action 
Day on Sunday, August 30!

Calvary was able to provide assistance at several locations 
throughout Bemidji and at Calvary Lutheran Church:

Beltrami Humane Society
Lake Bemidji State Park

Bemidji Ski Trail
Bemidji Food Shelf

Village of Hope
Calvary Crafters
Calvary Quilters

Calvary Indoor Clean-up
Providing Lunch to all Faith in Action participants



Rally Sunday
September 13 ~ 
Transformation 
Sunday

Blessing of the Animals
September 16
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It’s that time of year again where we are planning our Christmas 
lists.  Unfortunately there are many people in our community that 
are struggling to survive.  We are in process of collecting the 
needs of families, children, and adults who are in need of our 
help.  We are looking for cash donations, food items, personal 
care needs and toys.  If you are in need of such a gift, please 
contact Pastor Genelle.

The Angel Tree will be up the week of Thanksgiving.  There will 
be Angel tags listing boy or girl and age.  Please feel free to take 
an Angel tag.  Then return your gift in a gift bag with your Angel 
tag on the bag to the church by December 18th. We will then sort 
and deliver the gifts on December 20th.  As you prepare your gifts 
please pray for that individual.  For any questions or information 
call Bonnie Jevning at 218-751-3118.

Calvary Crafters are busy making hats, scarves and mittens for all 
ages and sizes. In November, these items will be placed on our 
Angel Tree in the narthex. During November and December, we 
will be asking not only Crafters, but the congregation as well, to 
help us fill our tree and baskets with as many hats, scarves and 
mittens as we can. These items will be distributed to Churches 
United and various local schools to those who need them. We’re 
anxious to see what we will get this year and to see how pretty our 
tree will be decorated with a colorful assortment of these items. 

Calvary Crafters meet:
Monday, October 12 at 7:00 PM in the church craft room;

Monday, October 26 at noon in the Luekens North Fireside Room;
Call Cheryl at 444-9036 or Barb at 333-8674 with any questions.

Easy patterns, yarn, and instructions are available!

In September, the Calvary Quilters were able to donate 60 sets of 
bed sheets to the Bemidji Food Shelf and Churches United.  They 
were also able to give 15 quilts to Village of Hope and 5 quilts to 
Sanford Hospital.  We always appreciate your fabric donations.

Thank you for supporting the Calvary Quilters!

A special thank you to the Calvary 
Crafters for their ministry in providing 
our graduates with prayer shawls.  They 
provide much needed hugs from home as 
they transition into their new homes.  

The ELCA Malaria Campaign just reached its fundraising goal 
of $15 million! Thank you for being a part of this monumental 
milestone and helping protect countless lives from this 
preventable, treatable disease. 

Five years ago ELCA members, congregations, and synods 
came together, dreamed big with our Lutheran companion 
churches and partners, and set out to raise $15 million for malaria 
programming. On Tuesday, September 15, ELCA celebrated all 
that has been accomplished.

Working with our Lutheran companions and partners in 13 
African countries, we have brought about lasting change. But our 
work is not over. While the ELCA Malaria Campaign will officially 
come to an end on Jan. 31, 2016, our commitment to ending 
deaths from this disease will not. In the coming years, support 
to our companions and partners to address malaria will come 
through gifts to ELCA World Hunger, which has a long history of 
supporting health-related work.  

Without you, none of this would have been possible. Thank you 
for your prayers, your partnership and your generosity. 



   CHURCH COUNCIL

Please pray for all of our leaders and feel free to be in touch 
with them.

Jim Molde, President .......................................... 444-3346
 nortoneye@gmail.com
Rod Gunderson, Vice President  ........................ 243-3085 
  rvgunderson@gmail.com
Paul Iverson, Treasurer  ..................................... 444-4848 
  paul@iversoncornerdrug.com
Leonore Potter, Member-at-large  ...................... 586-2009 
 wlpotter@paulbunyan.net
Tony Hommes, Member-at-large ........................ 444-4219
 tjhommes@paulbunyan.net
Ron Tuck, Member-at-large ................................ 751-0395
 rtuck@paulbunyan.net
Bruce Hemstad, Member-at-large  ..................... 444-7567
 bruce.hemstad@gmail.com
Wendy Brown, Member-at-large ......................... 556-1713
 haireduc@paulbunyan.net
Gordy Lindgren, Member-at-large ...................... 751-8567
 glind@paulbunyan.net

Council meetings are held the Wednesday after the 10th of 
the month. from 4:30-6:15 PM in classroom #7.  

to honor a loved one or event
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We invite you to sponsor a worship in honor of your loved one 
or event! We will include your event or loved one as part of the 
prayers of the church, in the announcements, the newsletter, 
enews and Power Points!  The $50 sponsorship donations go to 
offset costs associated with worship. Sign up on the fellowship 
doors. 

September Worship Sponsors:

October 4    Henry & Annette Drewes in memory of Mary Dray - 
   Annette’s mother
October 11  Greg & Rebecca Snyder in memory of Anita 
   Bengtson, Rebecca’s mother
October 18 Sponsorship available at press time
October 25 Sponsorship available at press time
 

Sign-up sheets are hanging on the fellowship hall doors.   
Please consider this opportunity!

NEW CALVARY PRESCHOOL TEACHER

milestones
FUNERALS
August 28 - 
 Randy Vojak

CONFIRMATION
September 20 - 
 Christian Fettig, Ryan Bieberdorf, Johie Risland, Jake 
Lish, Trevor Loewe, Joshua Jernigan, Chance Hinrichs, Mikerra 
Matthews, Ben Moran, Thomas Oster, Sara Oster, Jared 
Port, Kinsey Younggren, Maggie Brown, Tessa Large, Carly 
Vraa, Lindsey Webb, Kinley Prestegard, Nicholas Hoover, Zac 
Fouquerel-Skoe, Alysse Hasbargen, Rumer Flatness, Dawson 
Hoyum, Alesa Bjerke, Kasey Stokes, Sydney Pribula, Jarrod 
Luebben, Max Larson, Becca Sanford, Alli Howard, Michael 
Tews, Kellen Tharaldson, Cole Tatro, Elise Fladeboe, Hunter 
Bjorgaard, Brock McCrory
 
WEDDINGS
September 12 - 
 Cody Jacobson & Jennifer Retka
September 26 - 
 Brandon Wastweet & Marni Truman

Please extend a warm Calvary welcome 
to Cheryl Armstrong, Calvary Lutheran 
Preschool’s newest instructor!

Cheryl grew up in Woodbury, MN, and moved 
to Bemidji to attend BSU.  She has a degree 
in Early Childhood Education, Kindergarten 
and Elementary Education, and grades 1-6.  
Her concentrated areas are on Reading and 
Slow Learning Disabilities.  She has taught 

at several preschools throughout the years - most recently at 
Heartland Christian Academy for 14 years.  

Cheryl and her husband, Bruce, have two grown daughters, one 
son-in-law, a cat, and a dog.  

TUESDAY POTLUCK

Tuesday Potluck and Program (also known as Glowing Age) 
October 13, 12 p.m., Calvary Lounge

Join Calvary folks for a potluck meal and a program, with Pastor 
Andrew sharing pictures and experiences from his sabbatical this 
past summer (note that Pr. Andrew will also be presenting on his 
sabbatical during Sunday morning adult faith formation time in 
October).  All are welcome for this time of fellowship.  Please bring 
a dish to share.  Note, too, that this fall the group will be deciding 
on its future plans, so come and so share your input.  Should this 
gathering continue?  Should it shift from a meal to just dessert and 
coffee?  What kind of weekday gathering would you like to see?  
Your ideas are most welcome. Hope to see you on the 13th!
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Please Note:  Service groups serve one 
month every 18 months.  Members of the 
group are asked to be a part of Sunday 

coffee fellowship, help with funerals, 
substitute as worship servants or help 

with other needs as they arise.

Glen & Vivian Anderson
Brent & Kim Bolte

Roger Bucher
Jan Dreyer

Steve & Sue Engel
Jeff & Deb Ewert

Russ & Arla Fricke
Casey & Michelle George

Erin Haman
Chad & Missy Harding

Judy Hommerding
Ken & Evie Johnson
Tony & Jackie Kerr

Dick & Bev Labraaten
Gordy & Alice Lindgren

Kurt & Ann Long Voelkner
Pam Madson

David & Sarah Markert
Jim & Bobbi Moen
Jeff & Kerry Nelson

Steve & Krystie North
Gary & Betty Port
Ed & Deb Risberg

Craig & Ida Mae Rypkema
Jeff & Denise Schaper

Russ & Marlene Sletten
Gary & Cindy Sorenson
Dave & Joan Stevens

MONTHLY SERVICE GROUPBIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH

Please pray in celebration for these people on their birthday.   If your birthday is 
not listed, or is not correct, please call the church office to update our records. 

Blessings on your birthday!
Oct. 1  Norm Carlson, Rick Turn, Cori Sherwood, Rochelle Stevens, Allie Larson, Megan 
 McKinnon, Noah Piller
Oct. 2 Mark Lewer, Erina Kuleta, Isabel Neal
Oct. 3 Janis Engen, Cindy Sorenson, Mary Kobilka, Tonie Peterson, Danielle Hagman, 
 Ross Baumann, Alec Newby, Heaton Brodina, Kennedy Voss
Oct. 4 Bruce Olson, Wendy Brown, Nancy Schram, Kris Engesather, Brianna Glynn, 
 Brooke Haugen
Oct. 5 Timothy Wang, Kris Naig, Steve Ward, Michelle George, Missy Harding, Kristi 
 Harms, Ayden Sander, Kaiden Tisdell
Oct. 6 Pat Fjosne, Julie Aas, Miranda Rose, Kristin Hare, Cody Gunsalus, Taylor Gish, 
 Nicholas Swedberg, Leah Karbowski
Oct. 7 Joy Heller, Butch Pfremmer, Andrew Ronnevik, Matt Smith, Katija Ward, Hadley 
 Bartz, Carter McKinnon
Oct. 8 Dallas Way, Susan Olson Elliot, Cody Hallik, Blake Collison, Eliah Hauser, Parker 
 Watts, Oscar Hanks
Oct. 9 Herbert Peterson, Morris Jacobson, Lance Fossand, Tanner Turn
Oct. 10 Leon Nelson, Darla Borgen, Michael Hamann, Jeremy Hagman, Jon Labraaten, 
 Nate Bendorf, Emily Frosaker, Emily Larson, Joseph Lukowski, Hannah Beaulieu, 
 Nick Hoover
Oct. 11  Bruce Smith, Mel Luepke, Seth Wiegele, Ethan Hauser, Korben Ward
Oct. 12 Barb Bjerke, Lanee Paulson, Lee Pemberton, Gavin Spilman, Joann Risland, 
 Samantha Melberg
Oct. 13 Kaytlen Nelson, Joann Fredrickson, Kirsten Fenner, Oriana Thompson, Marley 
 Veland
Oct. 14 Nicole Klaustermeier, Nathan Mannausau, Max Brown 
Oct. 15 Diane Olson, Titus Brue, Kari Malterud, Seth Dremmel, Leah Larson, Katie Alto
Oct. 16 Terry Nielsen, Rodney Nelson, Connie Lillo, Wayne Coombs, John Watts, Kory 
 Peterson, Dylan Hanson, Simone Cirks
Oct. 17 Thomas Riewer, Barb Smith, Jim Harris, Katie Swiggum, Dylan Hoven, Morgan 
 Hadrava, Mya McKinnon, Jonas Eeg
Oct. 18 Mark Bensen, Jenna Olson, Courtney Truax, Nicole Page
Oct. 19 Ryan Stevens, Josiah Erdmann
Oct. 20 Tracy Passa, Jimmy Wheeler, Karl Sauer, Kevin McClellan, Ali Swenson, Ava 
 Moran
Oct. 21 Dennis Brovold, Gloria Osowski, Jim Hansen, Gram Krause-Lyons, John 
 Thompson
Oct. 22 Alex Johnson, Ava Thompson
Oct. 23 Eileen Spilman, Barbara Brown, Mike Tatro, Jared Port, Kellen Biggin 
Oct. 24 Jan Often, Dennis Buchholtz, Kaylyn McKinley, Stephanie Moe, Jennifer Lueth, 
 Nick Coombs, Tammy Smith
Oct. 25 Ida Mae Rypkema, Mic McCrory, Theo Anderson, Ali Duran
Oct. 26 James Wheeler, Luc Berard, Tristan Hamann
Oct. 27 Ann Peterson, Doug Sveine, Sharon Gavlovsky, Ted LaFriniere, Kimberly Nielsen, 
 Faith Richards, Carly Vraa, Crosby Kuzel, Clara Mack, Hunter McClellan, Ryker 
 Sant
Oct. 28 Teresa Kuleta, Linda Anderson
Oct. 29 Jeff Nelson, Terry Palmer, Jody Blake, Jill Biggin, Jack Dahl Jr., Shannon Welk, 
 Al Zutz, Travis Long Voelkner, Wil Hart, Emily Quello, Elise Fladeboe, Miranda 
 Port
Oct. 30 Kate Charboneau, Cameron Clemens, Brian McClellan, Kevin Gish, Andrea 
 Lewis, Chad Netland, Rance Bahr, Amanda Trepanier, Casey Nelson, Garrett 
 Reinarz,  Fabian Wind, Corbin Skerik
Oct. 31 Jan Lange, Linda Vigen, Brad Carter, Daniel Clemenson, Haley Bahl, Chloe 
 Molitor, Josie Young

CALVARY ALIVE MEALS

Like Calvary Lutheran Bemidji on 
Facebook for information on Calvary 
Alive meals for the month of October.  

There will not be a meal on October 14 
due to MEA weekend.
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SCAN CODE 
TO SIGN UP 

FOR CALVARY 
NEWS

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday 
8:15 AM, 9:30 AM, 10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship 9:00-10:45 AM
Wednesday 6:30 PM

FALL OFFICE HOURS 
M, Tu, Th  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Wed  8:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Friday 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sunday  8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

2508 Washington Ave. SE  ~ Bemidji, MN 56601
(218) 751-1893  ~ Fax (218) 444-5894

calvary@calvarybemidji.org     www.calvarybemidji.org
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S.O.S. VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION/NEED
On October 11, we will have coffee fellowship in honor of all 
current and previous SOS Volunteers.  

From November 1 through November 8, Calvary will house 
Servants of Shelter.  Many volunteers are involved in making this 
week of hospitality happen!  Sign up to help with food or to cover 
the many shifts that allow us to have people here with our guests.  
Look for the poster in church or use this link: 

www.tinyurl.com/sos-november2015-calvary

Contact Pastor Andrew if you have other questions about how 
you can help with this project.  This is a great opportunity to get 

involved and meet others in your church family!

REFORMATION SUNDAY INVITATION
On Sunday, October 25 we will be gathering here at church 
for another great celebration - Miracle Sunday 2.0!  We will be 
celebrating in worship our progress so far in our Bridge capital 
appeal and inviting others to pledge!  We will also welcome new 
members and serve a hot breakfast all morning.   Come celebrate 
how God is preparing us to be re-formed as a church, ready to 
serve our neighbors and the larger Bemidji community.  For more 
information on the capital appeal, log on to our website and follow 
The Bridge link.

DAY OF PRAYER MINI-RETREAT
Join Pr. Andrew and others for a day of prayer and refreshment at 
St. John’s Abbey, on the campus of St. John’s University, near St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, from Thursday evening, Nov. 19 through Friday 
evening, Nov. 20.  The group will leave from Calvary on Thursday 
evening by 5:30 and return to Bemidji by 8 p.m. or before on Friday 
evening.  Participants will share in morning and noon prayers with 
the monks, hear a presentation by one of the brothers, and have 
time for personal reflection and rest.  All of the costs (transportation, 
food, program) are funded by Pr. Andrew’s sabbatical grant, and 
it’s a way for our congregation to experience a time of silence 
and prayer with the Benedictine (Catholic) brothers of this special 
community.  RSVP to Pr. Andrew by Oct. 30. 

Calvary is once again hosting their Pre-holiday bazaar on 
Saturday, October 24 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  Come to the 
church to visit vendors selling crafts, baked goods, jewelry, make-
up, and home party lines!  This will be a fun filled day for everyone!

TEXT TO GIVE
Calvary is offering a new way to send your contributions!  From 
your cell phone, text 218-366-9404.  After you register your 
payment method, just text the amount you want to give (e.g. $20) 
and click send.  If you want to designate funds to the Capital 
Appeal, text your amount, followed by cap (e.g. $20 cap).  Any 
funds that are not “cap” indicated will be sent to the general fund.  
This is a secure and easy way to contribute to Calvary.

Information sheets are located at the welcome tables in the 
santuary, or contact Erin or Polly in the church office if you have 
any questions.

PARKING LOT UPDATE

To ease traffic flow issues when the church is busy, the driveways 
on the south side will be made one way.  The driveway closest to 
WAshington will be used to exit, and the other to enter.  Singage 
will be installed soon.


