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DEVOTIONS 
Think about devotions is as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic 
pattern could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary! 
 

GATHERING 
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”  

 Prayer of the Week 
God, you keep on blessing us, even when we don’t deserve it. Let us see and              
appreciate everyday blessings you give us, like the sunrise or beauty of a flower.  

 

CARING CONVERSATION 

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.  
 

? Highs & Lows: We have a tendency to forget how blessed we are and sometimes 

take things for granted. Take five minutes to write down all of the blessings you’ve 
received in the last week—big or small.  

? Thinking About This Week’s Story: Our God is a god who can turn bad situations 

into good ones. Share a difficult time that had a silver lining. 

? Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: In next week’s key verse (Isaiah 55:1-11), 

the Lord beckons all of us to seek Him. Think of areas of your life that you need to 
seek out God.  

 

DAILY BIBLE READING 

Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to re-
member from this reading? 
 

PRAY TOGETHER 

 Look at the person on your right and say, “God of the living has made an           
everlasting covenant with you, ______(name).” 

 

CLOSING  
 If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time. 

 Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share 
Each person say one phrase of the Lord’s prayer and end together with “Amen.” 
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SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

“With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: He is good; his love toward Israel 
endures forever.”—Ezra 8:11  

 

MEALTIME PRAYER 

God of love, you brought to life a valley of dry bones, we know you also bring us life 
through this food we are about to eat. Thank you for your promise of renewal. Amen.  

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Filling in the gaps. A question to ask as you read: God is a god who holds all power in 
his hands. Think about a time where you understood this firsthand in your life.  

Sunday Ezekiel 37:1-14  Dry bones: new life, new hope 
Monday Ezekiel 39:25-29  God’s Promise to the Israelites  
Tuesday Ezra 1:1-11  Cyrus helps exiled to return 
Wednesday Ezra 3:1-7  Rebuilding the altar 
Thursday Ezra 3:8-13  Celebration of the altar 
Friday Isaiah 52:3-10  Israel is redeemed 
Saturday Isaiah 54:1-10  Future glory of Zion  
Sunday Isaiah 55:1-11  Seeking God’s presence 
 

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the 
children’s bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story! 

 

SERVICE CHALLENGE 

SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.  

Be of service at a homeless shelter. In your actions, show that God’s love is extended 
to others through your kindness and generosity.  

Sharing  

GOD’S STORY 
@ home 

DECEMBER 10, 2017 Ezekiel 37:1-14 


