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Mission Statement: 

Gathered to worship,  

transformed by Christ,  

sent out to serve. 

 

Vision Statement: 
Jesus calls us to GROW as disciples, to GIVE 

generously, and to SERVE others every day. 

 

Core Values : 

Worship 

Through the gift of our connection to God and 

in community with each other, we commit to 

hearing Godôs word, praising God, and praying 

faithfully, all with a joyful and welcoming spir-

it. ñWorship the LORD with gladness; come 

into His presence with singing.ò (Psalm 100:2) 

 

Meaningful Relationships 

We commit to providing ways for people of 

Calvary to make authentic connections with 

others through opportunities for Christian fel-

lowship, spiritual growth, and service. ñNow 

you are the body of Christ and individually 

members of it.ò (1 Corinthians 12:27) 

 

Service to Others 

Inspired by God, we commit to serving all peo-

ple by putting our faith into action in our 

homes, congregation, and communities.ò You 

shall love your neighbor as your-

self.ò (Leviticus 19:18b) 

 

Youth 

We commit to nurturing the spiritual growth of 

our youth and families as together we become 

faithful servants of Jesus.  ñBut Jesus called for 

them and said, óLet the little children come to 

me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of God belongs.ò (Luke 

18:6) 

 

Generosity 

As stewards of Godôs love, we commit to shar-

ing our gifts with Godôs people.  ñAnd God is 

able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly every 

good work.ò  (2 Corinthians 9:8) 
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December 2015 

 

Dear fellow members of Calvary, 

 

This is my final letter to you as congregational president.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

serve in this position with my fellow council members and for the chance to work with our 

outstanding office and pastoral staff.  

  

Much has happened over the past year.  When I wrote to you a year ago I discussed the capital 

campaign that was to launch in early 2015.  With the leadership of our ñBridgeò campaign 

committee under the chairmanship of Randy Frisk and Pastor Genelle, the campaign was 

launched and in our first year, over $800,000 were pledged to help reduce our mortgage and 

provide needed improvements in our sanctuary.  You will see more of the proposed plans for 

the sanctuary in the next few weeks as the property improvement ministry team has been 

meeting regularly for the past several weeks.  I am confident the planned changes will enhance 

the worship experience as well as reduce energy consumption.   

 

We can easily take for granted the many ministries that occur at Calvary that impact toddlers 

through senior citizens and everyone in between.  In a congregation of our size it is easy to ñget 

lostò in the crowd and I hope if you have this feeling that you reach out to someone - pastor, 

staff, or leadership - to express this.  We sincerely pray that Calvary will be a place to find 

spiritual instruction, inspiration and healing for all who call this their church home. 

 

I would like to express my thanks to you, our staff and pastors for your prayers and support for 

the past two years, and I look forward to exciting things to come as we continue to follow the 

call of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ together. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Jim Molde 
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Many transformations have taken place in 2015 at Calvary ï transformations of faith, 

transformations of relationships, transformations of life and yes, even hair transformations! 

Each experience was unique but there was one common thread throughout the year: the clear 

message that God has been leading the transformation and we were all along for a joy-filled 

ride!  Come along as we review the journey. 

 

We launched the Calvary Foundation, giving away our first gift for scholarships for Calvary 

missionaries; we kicked off a three-year capital appeal program to reduce our mortgage and 

prepare for building renovations; a Lenten drama team brought the Scriptures alive for us; we 

worshipped over 500 people at the Sanford Center for Miracle Sunday; we had over 40 5-year-

olds graduate from our preschool program; we modified our worship schedule to allow for a 

new worship service opportunity at 9:30; we were sent out for Faith in Action work; Mission 

Trip Sunday took us on a faith adventure of how the Holy Spirit transforms lives through 

serving others; we held our first annual baptismal festival at Camp Minnewakan; we partnered 

with both the seminary and the synod to welcome Vicar Anne and continue our work in shaping 

leaders for pastoral ministry; our pastors went through a hair transformation to illustrate Godôs 

transforming work in our lives; and so much more!   

 

Indeed, around church, we have had an incredible year of mission and ministry together.  It is a 

true privilege to serve you as pastors and to feel your care for us as friends.  May Godôs peace, 

which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, our Lord.   

 

Pastor Nate    Pastor Genelle    Pastor Andrew 
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 2015 Congregational Statistics 
In Memoriam 

During the past year Calvary Lutheran Church has laid to rest the following  

church and community members: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Baptism  
Baptism Name 

1/4/15 Cassius Floyd Anderson 

2/6/15 Harper Renae Kingery 

2/15/15 Harrison Edward Minske 

4/15/15 Seth Anthony Kurtz 

5/24/15 Emma Lynn Rohde 

6/14/15 Hazel Harper Dawn Edevold 

6/28/15 Jaxon Gregory Shamey 

6/28/15 Daschel James Goska 

7/4/15 Story Ann Mina Beyer 

7/4/15 Blake Bently Anthony  

Hemmelgam 

7/19/15 Coy Michael Skerik 

7/19/15 Grayson Charles Dunn 

7/19/15 Millie Kaylynn Olsen 

8/2/15 Jonathan Michael Adkins 

8/8/15 Bo Marie Brue 

Baptism Name 

8/9/15 Will Christian Falldorf 

8/9/15 Elizabeth Grace Oster 

8/9/15 Thomas Scott Oster 

8/9/15 Sara Ann Oster 

8/9/15 JoAnn Jean Risland 

8/9/15 Auzie Owen Risland 

8/12/15 Weston Roger Holte 

10/25/15 Rowan William Reierson 

10/25/15 Paisley Grace Workman 

10/25/15 Maddie Jean Hennum 

10/25/15 Brynn Grace Thorson 

11/29/15 Brianna Kate Molde 

11/29/15 Peyton May Mueller 

11/29/15 Anders Wallace Coauette 

12/24/15 Jace Curtis Young 

Date Name 

01/10/15 Laddie Mickelberg 

01/31/15 Katherine Olson 

03/28/15 Kevin Larson 

04/03/15 Richard C. Olson 

04/17/15 Barbara Bucher 

04/25/15 JoAnn Heinen 

04/27/15 Mark Paulson 

05/24/15 Zacherie Schaubhut 

Date Name 

05/27/15 Donna Sather 

06/28/15 Ray Terrill 

07/01/15 Richard (Dick) Sauer 

07/22/15 Betty Johnson 

08/23/15 Randall  (Randy)  Vojak 

09/21/15 Ronald Berg 

10/08/15 Violet Salvaag 

10/26/15 Delores Braaten 

11/17/15 Doris Locke 

ñBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great mercy we have been born anew to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.ò 1 Peter 1:3 
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2015 Congregational Statistics 
Confirmation   

September 20, 2015 
 

ñNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.ò  

Hebrews 11:1 

Ryan Bieberdorf  Alesa Bjerke  Hunter Bjorgaard  Maggie Brown  

Christian Fettig  Elise Fladeboe  Rumer Flatness  Zachary Fouquerel-Skoe 

Alysse Hasbargen Chance Hinrichs  Nick Hoover  Allison Howard 

Dawson Hoyum  Tessa Large  Max Larson  Jake Lish  

Trevor Loewe  Jarrod Luebben  Mikerra Matthews Brock McCrory   

Ben Moran  Sara Oster  Thomas Oster  Jared Port 

Kinley Prestegard  Sydney Pribula  Joann Risland  Becca Sanford   

Kasey Stokes  Cole Tatro  Michael Tews  Kellen Tharaldson  

Carly Vraa  Lindsey Webb  Kinsey Younggren 

Nate Andersen 
 

Bryan & Heather Anderson 

     Brayden & Berklee 

 

Travis Trefz & Hannah Bloom 

 

Nick Brown 

 

Titus Brue 

 

Wesley Crenshaw & Nicole 

McKinnon  

     Megan, Mya, Carter, &  

     Brooklynn 

 

Jamie & Kathleen Eidsmoe 

 

Timothy & Alzina Evje 

 

Matthew & Amanda Fischer 

     Benjamin & Brielle 

 

Doug Flatness 

 

Kerry Frauenholtz 

 

Kenneth Gudmundson 

 

Adam & Vanessa Hamilton 

     Sofia, Jude, & Jack 

 

Erica Harmsen 

     Elena & Aika 

 

Cody & Jennifer Jacobson 

 

Brad & Ashley Johnson 

 

Sara Labraaten 

 

Scott & Jeanne Lacoursiere 

 

Jeff & Cindy Large 

     Darci & Tessa 

 

Curtis & Vickie Meyer 

 

Josh & Melissa Meyer 

     Aubrey, Kolton, Emery 

 

Angela Morris 

 

Linda Newby 

     Cale, Seth, Alec 

 

Andrea Ohnstad 

 

Rae Potter 

 

Desiree Quinn 

     Hannah  & Henry 

 

Casey & Hailey Reierson 

      

Cory & Amanda Renbarger 

     Bella 

 

Mathew & Jennifer Sanford 

 

Brian & Lisa Schaefer 

     Alex 

 

Paul & Michele Schaefer 

      Collin 

 

Gerald & Nancy Schiltz 

 

Branden & Angela Smith 

 

Suzanne Sorenson 

 

Nicole Strowbridge 

 

Ray & Bethany Wesley 

     Lola, Millie 

 

New Members 
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 Spiritual Life Ministry 

Our theme for 2015 was ñBe 

Transformed,ò so through devotions, 

deepening relationships, centering prayer, 

and spiritual transformational challenges, 

many learned new ways to transform their 

spiritual life and keep God central.   
 

Our year began with a Vibrant Faith 

workshop weekend in January, when over 

60 congregants learned more about 

bringing Vibrant Faith teachings into our 

homes.  We also are using the Vibrant 

Faith resources in our Sunday school 

curriculum and for our weekly faith 

formation handouts on Sundays.  These 

handouts encourage daily faith formation 

and exercises at home. 
 

In February, Pastor Andrew offered a 6-

week class on Basic Christianity on 

Sunday evenings.  This was a great way to 

transform our understanding of 

Christianity and what that means for us 

personally. 
 

During Lent, we had the narrative 

lectionary readings acted out during our 

Wednesday worship services, both at noon 

and in the evening.  We had a talented 

group of writers draft dramas from the 

readings, and then had actors share the 

message through those dramas.  This was a 

fresh way to share the message during our 

Lenten season.  Thank you to the writers 

and actors for sharing your gifts and your 

time! 

The focus of spiritual life ministry is to keep the presence of God at the center of  

everything that we do. Worship continues to be the most obvious way that we gather together 

and focus on God, but we have discovered that worship is not the only way.  

In April, we celebrated ñMiracle Sundayò 

with a wonderful worship gathering and 

congregational offering held at the Sanford 

Center.  We had over 500 people gathered 

for worship and our banquet, as we kicked 

off ñThe Bridge,ò our capital appeal!   
 

Our worship was transformed during our 

summer months when we changed our 

summer worship times to 8:15 and 9:30, and 

experienced a rotational style in our 

worship.  This transformation was well 

received, and helped us in our fall worship 

transformation as we added a third service to 

our Sunday schedule.   
 

We transformed our summer Wednesday 

night services, as we again got to hold many 

of our worship services outdoors.  The 

weather permitted this for a majority of our 

Wednesday nights, and we had good 

attendance throughout the summer.  We 

were transformed during our summer 

worship services as our 9th graders shared 

their statements of faith with us.  Each of 

their messages was powerful testament to 

how God is working in each of our lives.  

Thank you, 9th graders, for sharing. 
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 Spiritual Life Ministry 

 

 

Pastor Genelle and Shar Paquette attended the 

National Worship Jubilee in Atlanta, GA, in  

July.   This was a very informative combined 

conference between the ELCA and the ALCM 

(Association of Lutheran Church Musicians).  

We attended many great sessions, as well as 

many wonderful worship services!  We pray 

that what we learned will help us continue to 

grow and transform our worship!   
 

We started our Family Express-Camp Style 

Worship on Rally Sunday, primarily aimed at 

families with 3rd-5th graders, and offered as 

their Sunday School option.  This service has 

attracted many outside of that target group, 

and much fun is had by all!  More interactive 

sermons and camp-style songs are at the heart 

of this service.  We continue to offer tradition-

al style worship at the 8:15 services and con-

temporary style at the 10:45 services. 

 

Also, on Rally Sunday, our Pastors were all 

transformed physically!  They had all been 

growing their hair for a year or more, and had 

their hair cut during the sermon as a visual of 

personal transformation, highlighting that we 

all have something we can do to transform our 

lives.  Each pastor donated their hair to a dif-

ferent charity.  This was a very fun, energetic 

and exciting way to encourage transfor-

mation!   

We all need some inspiration from time to 

time, and this year, John Eggers was able to 

help fill that need at Calvary. As a gifted 

writer, John told the Biblical story week 

after week for all of us to enter into. The 

devotions are uplifting, challenging and 

just what we needed to be reminded that 

Godôs story is our story. Make sure you 

check your e-news or go to the website and 

get your fill each week. Thanks, John!  

Calvary continues to host some special 

worship opportunities each year. You are 

invited to join us: 

¶ Taiz® is a style of worship centered in 

repetitive songs, prayer, and silence. 

¶ Healing worship is a time for individual, 

community, and world prayers. Usually 

Holy Communion and anointing are a 

part of these gatherings. 

¶ Wednesday Noon Prayer is open to all 

people. The focus on the prayer time is 

praying over our staff and programming 

at Calvary. 

¶ Noon Lenten worship service is a time to 

worship, commune, and have a light 

lunch together. 

¶ Centering Prayer is a seasonal opportuni-

ty to gather us in both Scripture and silent 

prayer. 

¶ Preschool Christmas & Easter programs 

are times that the children tell the Biblical 

stories in their own words. 

¶ For the Healing of the Nations is a special 

prayer service that we have embedded 

into our regular worship.  
 

All are welcome to the special opportuni-

ties to come and worship our God! 
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Spiritual Life Ministry 

The camp style express worship is fun, 

interactive for the kids, and the message is put in 

words that everyone can understand.  Winning!    

-  The Meyer Family 

 

Both of my boys have been enjoying church 

since the family express worship started!!  I 

think that the fun songs with actions and also 

when they get to come up in front, answer 

questions, and just participate in the worship is a 

HUGE draw for them.  It helps them learn about 

God and the Bible when they can be "active" in 

the worship service.  I hope that this worship 

format continues!!!   

~ The Knutson Family 

 

Family express worship is engaging and 

accessible. My kids are hearing and learning the 

Biblical stories in a way that is understandable 

(and fun!), but not oversimplified (or 

theologically watered-down).  I'm grateful for 

the energy and intention put in by the worship 

leaders, because we feel we are really being 

ministered to.  Kudos, gracias, many thank-

yous!   

~ Gay Albers & Family 

Our family has enjoyed the family express 

worship very much.  The kids are more 

engaged, and it is great that they are usually 

encouraged to move around a lot during the 

service.  It is appropriate for the age group 

and my Middle Schooler really enjoys it as 

well.  There is some consistency with the 

music, but it would be nice to have a little 

more repetition, so the kids and parents can 

get used to some of the new music, although 

I love that we sing songs I remember from 

elementary and middle school! Thank you 

for this opportunity to further engage our 

youth in their faith! 

~ The Brodina Family 
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Life & Mission Ministry 

The Life and Mission Ministry Team works with the question of how we model faith and share 

it with others.  Over the course of 2015, our Life and Mission activity has included sending 

high school missionaries to Montana and middle school missionaries to South Dakota; taking 

part in not just one but two summer Sunday Faith in Action Days as a congregation; and being 

part of meeting our ELCA Malaria Campaign goal of $15 million by the end of 2015.  

I was a senior on this yearôs missionôs trip 

to Lodge Grass, Montana. This was my 

seventh mission trip with Calvary, and this 

one was quite amazing. Recently I have 

been struggling with my faith.  Not so 

much with being a good Christian, but 

doing what God is calling me to do. Senior 

year comes with its challenges, and now 

freshman year of college comes with its 

own transitions.  My expectations for this 

yearôs missionôs trip were to go to Lodge 

Grass, help people and come home. I 

didnôt expect people to be helping me in 

their own ways without them ever realizing 

Stories and Reports: Life and Mission through Word and Service 
Most of our Life and Mission work probably goes unnoticed, and thatôs okay ï since our action 

for the sake of service and justice shouldnôt be motivated by the promise of recognition.  Still, 

itôs good to celebrate how God has used Calvary folks to be part of small and big efforts that 

enact Godôs Kingdom among us.  We hope that the stories below encourage you as you respond 

to Godôs call to love God and your neighbor.   

it. Out of all the missions trips Iôve been on 

Iôve never seen a group grow so close in such a 

short time. The most memorable moment was 

at the foot washing ceremony.  We sat in a 

circle with dim lights while we listened to 

music.  First, the Youth Works (YW) staff 

washed our adult leadersô feet and then prayed 

for them.  Next, our adults went around the 

circle as a group and washed each youthôs feet 

and prayed for them, which is a very 

overwhelming and very emotional experience, 

but something was very different this year.  On 

the other mission trips I had been on, people 

kept to themselves during the foot washing 
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ceremony, or might walk across the room to 

pray with their friend as they had their feet 

washed, but not much more than that.  Thatôs 

not how it ended this year.  As we got further 

around the circle, more and more people 

were gathering around the person getting 

their feet washed to pray with them.  By the 

end of the ceremony everyone was gathered 

around the last person to pray for him or her.  

It was like nothing I had ever witnessed 

before and was truly amazing to watch.  

When we were done with the ceremony, 

everyone gathered around Jonah and me for 

a prayer for seniors.  I canôt even begin to 

describe the feeling of being supported and 

loved by so many people.  There are no 

words for it really.  Not only are they 

supporting you through your journey in life, 

but your journey in your faith as you grow 

and loving you as a brother or sister in 

Christ.  I was up in the air about going to 

Montana the week before for a number of 

reasons.  Iôm truly thankful that I had the 

opportunity to go.  If I hadnôt gone, I 

wouldnôt have experienced Godôs powerful 

and overwhelming love, wouldnôt have met 

the beautiful children of Lodge Grass, or 

heard the wise words of Adrian.  I wouldnôt 

know about the support and love that exists 

among this group of people. Most 

importantly I wouldnôt have seen Jesus 

working in the lives of everyone that made 

the journey with me.  I would like to thank 

the congregation for always supporting 

missionaries and giving us the opportunity to 

experience something so amazing.  The 

experiences we have on these trips we will 

carry with us for the rest of our lives.  So 

thank you very much. 

 ~ Amber Rassler 

 

 

 

This was my second middle school mission 

trip.  I went into this mission trip assuming it 

was going to be exactly like last year by 

making great friends with other churches and 

interacting with more community members, 

but I was wrong.  The first day we were told 

that we were going to be picking weeds in an 

outdoor basketball court by their community 

center.  My first thought was ñI didnôt come 

here to pick weeds - I donôt want to do this.ò  

Sadly, that was my attitude the first day.  At 

the end of the day, one of our YouthWorks 

people took us to the second floor of the 

community center and brought us over to a 

window where we could see the whole 

basketball court.  It looked amazing.  It was a 

great feeling to know the community kids 

would be able to use it and have fun.  After 

that I knew why I was there - I was there to 

help a community in need.  

 

The next day, we scraped tiles off walls in 

the community center because they were re-

doing all the bathrooms. It was a lot of hard 

work ï scraping tiles and glue off of granite 

walls ï but it was also a lot of fun and our 

group got super sweaty and dirty!  I think we 

knew that what we were doing was really 

helping the community, so we started 

working a lot harder and I feel like God was 

working in us.   

Life & Mission Ministry 
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The last two days my group worked with 

the kids club at the community center.  It 

was a lot of fun playing with the kids and 

knowing that they were really excited for 

us to be there.  The kids at kids club 

always wanted piggy back rides and 

wanted to be carried and they always 

wanted attention.  It was very tiring, but 

I knew some of these children were 

coming from homes where no one paid 

attention to them and werenôt cared for 

very much.  This made me so sad 

because the kids were so sweet and 

really smart.   

 

As I reflect on the mission trip, I feel 

God sent me to serve the Sisseton 

community center and kids by showing 

love and care for their community. This 

mission trip was very different from last 

year, but Iôm glad it was because it 

showed me that God has different plans 

for every trip that I go on, and I canôt 

wait to see the journey God brings me on 

my high school mission trips! 

 ~ Becca Sanford 

Other 2015 Highlights 

Calvaryôs Life and Mission activity in the past 

year also included generous financial, 

spiritual, and volunteer support for our second 

offering and other ministry partners.  These 

include our NW MN Synod, our evangelism 

and outreach initiative (which staffed an aid 

station for a summer Loop the Lake event), 

Churches United, Lutheran Campus Ministry, 

Pathways Outdoor Ministries, and several 

others.  Weôre grateful that our attention and 

resources can be turned outward, not just used 

for internal efforts.   

Vision for 2016 

Our congregational theme for this next year is ñEvery Day Missionaries,ò and this obviously fits 

closely with the work of this ministry team.  Weôll be paying attention to our everyday roles ï in 

homes, schools, work places, neighborhoods ï and how God empowers us to receive, speak, and live 

the gospel in these settings.  Weôll be entering into our second year of partnership with Vibrant Faith 

Ministries, an organization that is helping us to practice faith at home and cross-generationally.  

Weôll have our first international mission trip for families and young adults, with a journey to Jamai-

ca in March.  Every day ï not just Sunday.  Everyday ï in ordinary ways.  Thatôs the nature of our 

life and mission through Jesus.  
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