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Northwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

For Annual Meetings of the Congregations
From Bishop Lawrence R. Wohlrabe (pictured with grand-daughter Olivia)

Neatly 500 voting members and friends gathered at Concordia College in May for

the 26t annual assembly of our synod, under the theme Faith at Home. . .At Home
in Faith. Our keynoter, the Rev. Dr. David W. Anderson of Vibrant Faith Ministries
spoke on the timely topic, “Shepherd of Souls: Faith Formed Through Mentoring
Relationships.” We also welcomed home our own Mikka McCracken as ELCA
Churchwide Representative, who works for ELCA Hunger in Chicago.

A crucial resolution passed at the synod assembly committed our synod to

[T s
" forming a multi-year partnership with V'ibrant Faith Ministries to provide training, coaching and
> resources for helping congregations focus on faith formation by caring adults in homes and
| honseholds. At year’s end forty congregations (26 parishes) had already stepped
‘ y
L

forward to participate in our Fostering Vibrant Faith Project. The first two training
events brought about 150 participants to Roseau in September and Thief River Falls
, in November—with the next training event slated for January 24, 2015 at Calvary of
ML L S Bemidji. Learn more about how Fostering Vibrant Faith can help your congregation
embrace in fresh ways our Lord’s invitation to make passing on the faith central in our lives by going to
http://nwmnsynod.org/resources/fostering-vibrant-faith/

Although the Vibrant Faith project focuses on the youngest among us, we care deeply about faith formation
for all ages. All our congregations nurture the faith implanted in us by the Holy Spirit. In 2014, our synod
also nourished faith by
e Sponsoring four EEEvents (Engaging, Enlightening, Energizing) for church council and other parish
leaders, featuring the Rev. Stephen Bouman and themes from his book The Mission Table;
e  Providing monthly bishop’s columns for use by councils and others, also on The Mission Table;
e Lifting up lay theological education courses on the Old Testament (in Thief River Falls) and
“Psychological First Aid” (in Moorhead);
e Hosting Middle School and Senior High Youth Gatherings for over 1000 young people;
e Partnering with other ELCA organizations to welcome to our territory exciting leaders like activist
Shane Claiborne, Nobel Laureate Leemah Gbowee and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
e Hosting spring stewardship events with the Rev. Chatles “Chick” Lane and mission interpreter
training in September for about 50 synod leaders who visited congregation councils this fall.

Faith formation among the baptized hinges on our capacity to offer vigorous support to the rostered
leaders and synodical authotized ministers (SAMs) who serve our churches. During 2014, our synod
helped prepare 23 folks from synod congregations prepare for rostered service in the EL.CA; ordained 7
seminary graduates to serve in pastoral ministry; installed 20 rostered leaders and SAMs to serve in our
congregations; helped birth 4 new multi-point parishes; brought well-known author and professor Dr.
Andrew Root to the annual Theology for Ministry Conference; asked the Rev. Dr. Robert Sorensen to
coordinate First Call Theological in the Eastern ND and NW MN Synods; and offered special training




rolks during last winter's heating ruel shortage, and to the Wadena area flood recovery committee.

During 2014 the synod observed several milestones, such as

e  Celebrating three straight years of mission support giving from congregations
exceeding the previous year’s mission support contributions;

e  Welcoming Pr. Hope Deutscher and Pr. Kristina Waters as new mission
developers for Living Grace, Hawley, and the Project FM, Fargo/Moorhead; and
Amy Bigot as E1.CA Foundation gift planner for our synod;

e Bidding farewell to synod communications and events coordinator Matthew
Bishop and welcoming his successor, Courtney Williams;

e Initiating a Facebook page for the synod that has already garnered over 550
“likes” and followers;

e Recognizing Synod Women’s Organization President Lois Bylund (of Trinity, Moorhead) upon her
election to the churchwide Women of the ELCA executive board;

e  Marking the conclusion of criminal court proceedings against former synod bookkeeper Robert D.
Larson who was sentenced to 48 months in prison and an order of restitution of nearly $787,000 to
the synod and the synod’s insurance company.

Looking ahead, I invite all congregations of the synod to keep growing in their giving to ELCA/synod
mission support and ELCA designated ministries like ELCA Hunger and the ELCA Malaria Campaign. Pray

that God will raise up a faithful, visionary steering committee to guide our synod’s efforts in raising at least
clides 1/31/2019). Challe

$4.75 million fot the Cambaion: for the ELCA fwhich conc st e atorther to D
WT. /O L1111Vl 1UL U ualllya.lsll LUl ulC L anNd ) \Wlll\, Co1Iciuaes 1/ 01/ QUL// \/llau\, 5L VLI alluulicl v icaliil
more about our synod’s Fostering Vibrant Faith project. Implore the Holy Spirit to assist all co ngregatlons
ned ter agancing who avre calling noaar 1nnr1nan__4hr—1v Ainng e cxrand’e e T ith aenin ~ammniig migteing 14
ana mint DLL) s 11CICS WilO arc Cauiil S fiCW 1Laqacrs 1110 IUCLLL, 5 our D)/llu\—l O LWU 1suuilrall \/allltJUD 11].11110 LLILD 111

Bemidji and Moorhead as well as Pathways Bible Camps.

Thank you so much for your constant prayers, generous financial giving and faithful partnership!
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