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Calvary’s Mission Statement:  Gathered to Worship; Transformed by Christ; Sent out to Serve 

EVERY
     DAY
MISSIONARY

Jesus says, “As the 
Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” 
John 20:21b  

In 2016, we were sent out as Every Day Missionaries 
in our work, play, and in the community.  We are the 
church, everywhere we go!  In 2016 we went deeper 
into God’s story for us as a church, guided by three 
significant initiatives:  Vibrant Faith, Faith in Action, and 
The Bridge capital appeal.  Our Vibrant Faith initiative 
helped guide us from Sunday morning throughout 
the entire week by using the God’s Story handouts, 
encouraging daily faith formation at home.  We ramped 
up our use of social media, including a new website 
that keeps us informed and inspired for our missionary 
work.  Our Faith in Action work broadened as we not 
only set aside times as a church to serve the neighbor 
in our community but we also banded together to work 
here at church as we created a temporary worship 
space during the renovations.  We also deployed 
our first intergenerational mission trip to Jamaica!   
Through your generous gifts to The Bridge capital 
appeal, we were able to renovate both the sanctuary 
and fellowship hall to be more functional, efficient and 
safe for us to gather in.  

Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and 
serve our neighbors.  By sharing your God-given time, 
talents and financial resources, you are partnering in 
God’s work in our community and around the world.  
We want to give a shout-out to all our Calvary family 
who volunteer here at church on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday nights, for worship and programming, 
for using the building for meetings, support groups 
and fellowship.  We praise God for your volunteer 
hours: from serving on leadership teams to property 
improvement teams; from the choirs to the coffee 
hosts. We were blessed to be called and sent as Every 
Day Missionaries this past year!

JOIN US
Annual congregational meeting 

to be held on Sunday, January 29, 
2017 in the fellowship hall at 9:30 

a.m.  

 

Jesus calls us to GROW as disciples,
      to GIVE generously 
       and to SERVE others EVERYDAY!

We Get to Serve

EVERY DAY MISSIONARIES SERVE
“I’ve done home communion ministry for about five years.  I feel privileged to have the opportunity to bring 
holy communion to those who are home bound.  For me, bringing holy communion brings me joy, and it also 
reminds me of the sacrifice of our Savior when sharing the body and blood  with others.  I also enjoy the con-
versations during my monthly visits and bringing them some 
company during their day.”  ~ Elaine

“It is hard to describe the feeling I get from seeing people 
put Lutheran World Relief kits together, and also for me to 
be a part of this wonderful project as well.  On Faith in Action 
Sunday, we had a family of three generations helping put kits 
together.  It was amazing, and very humbling, to witness again 
that age has no bearing in a person’s willingness and ability 
to serve God.  I find working on these kits very gratifying and 
rewarding.  It feels as if this is a small way I can personally 
serve God.  I get excited knowing a small girl or boy will – 
perhaps for the first time – receive a school kit with paper, 
pencils, crayons and more.  Or a new mom will be able to wrap 
her baby in a blanket, and put on a donated diaper because 
we put together the layettes for LWR.  Hearing volunteers 
bless these kits as they put them together, and saying a prayer 
for the recipient as they put the kit in the box is humbling.  
When I heard a very little girl say a prayer as she finished her 
first kit, it brought tears to my eyes.  I am grateful we are able 
to help others with these kits, and grateful that Calvary is a 
part of this wonderful worldwide mission.”  ~ Stephanie

We love because God first loved us; we serve 
because God first loved us.  We serve as a joyful 
response to God’s abundance and all God has done 
for us.  We serve, not to earn points with God or 
earn salvation, but because the world is broken and 
we, because of God, are freed and empowered for 
service.    Calvary focuses specifically on serving our 

local community with a deep passion for the hungry 
and those experiencing homelessness.  We serve 
by lovingly and faithfuly carrying out our every day 
missionary vocations as neighbors, parents, siblings, 
friends, volunteers, pray-ers, teachers, students and 
more!

GO TO CALVARYBEMIDJI.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION



 

For more information on how to give consistently through Simply Giving, go to 
www.calvarybemidji.org and click on Giving: Giving Online.

Sanctuary 
renovations

2016
YEA

GOD!

EVERY DAY MISSIONARIES GIVE
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love 
for God and our neighbors.  Your offering enables the 
church to do God’s work in ways that no individual or 
family can do alone.  We are church together for the 
sake of the world.  Here is our 2016 snapshot.

$ 724,582 was received for our general fund

$ 69,084 was given to support our partners in ministry 
like the ELCA, Churches United, Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, Food Shelf, People’s Church and many others.

$ 828,515 has been pledged toward The Bridge capital 
appeal and $ 593,531 has been received.  

BALANCES
$ 32,518  Calvary Foundation funds
$ 172,327 cash in the bank
$ 1,576,482 amount remaining on mortgage

Today 
there are 
many ways 
to give 
to God: 
Church 
offering 
envelopes, 
Simply 
Giving, 
Giving 
Kiosk 
&  IRA, 
stock and 
property 
dontations.  
Giving regularly not only helps you in your faithful 
devotion to honoring God but also helps the church 
be good stewards of the resources that are given.  

4 Worship services per week
33 Youth Confirmed

17 Memorial or Funeral Services
13 Households joined as members

37 Baptized*
518 average weekly worship attendance

25 Calvary staff members

*A full listing of Baptized  as well as other statitics can be found on our website

Jamaica 2/2016

EVERY DAY MISSIONARIES GROW

The preschool is a ministry of Calvary that serves 
3, 4 and 5 year olds from our church and the 
community, offering all day programming and child 
care to the families of 84 children.  Our summer 
offerings for children from 3 years old to 5th grade 
continues to grow and expand!

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.”        

                                                                ~Hebrews 11:1

Since God isn’t finished with us yet, Calvary 
adults (even after confirmation!) gather regularly 
to discuss, debate, study, and grow around a variety of topics.  This happens Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
mornings, and through circles, men’s and women’s Bible studies and more!  In 2016, we also had an adult trip to St. 
John’s Abbey and the Luther exhibit in Minneapolis.  

82 missionaries were deployed to Jamaica, Michigan and Wisconsin 
“This week was very enlightening and I saw God work in so many amazing ways. I really found a lot out about myself 
and others, by working and hearing what everyone had to say.  Hearing other people’s points of view answered so 
many questions that I’d had my whole life. Not only was I humbled, but I felt a lot of love and acceptance you can’t 
find very often.” ~from a Middle School Youth

“Throughout the week, not only did God work through us to help the community of Brown’s Town, but he worked in 
me as well. Our group came into this experience with different backgrounds and at different stages in our lives. Many 
of us did not know each other. On our last night in Jamaica, we shared a powerful evening of affirmations and prayer. 
Our group had come together in a way I never knew possible. God took this experience of working together to help 
others and showed me how to open my heart in a way I didn’t know I could.” ~ Janna R., Calvary adult
Read Janna’s full story at www.calvarybemidji.org/2016-annual-report-information-presented-January-2017 
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Faith Formation


