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Season of Lent, 2018
On February 14, the sacred church season of Lent begins with a solemn observance called Ash 
Wednesday, when a mixture of ashes and oil are used to form a cross on our foreheads as a sign 
of our mortality.  Lent is a season of forty days (not including Sundays) when the church focuses on 
repentance and Jesus’ journey to the cross; it ends with the celebration of Easter on April 1.  Some 
Christians choose to give something up or to add a new spiritual practice during this time; this can be 
meaningful and valuable, but the primary emphasis of the season is what God does for us through 
Jesus, not what we do for God.  During Lent, we will have some special services and practices.

On Ash Wednesday, there are three options for gathering: 7:00 am, noon, and 6:30 pm.  From  7:00-
8:00 am the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer, and people may stay for any length of time; every 
15 minutes or so, we will have a time of confession and forgiveness, followed by the imposition of 
ashes.  At noon and 6:30 pm, we will have hour-long worship services, including Scripture, communion, 
and imposition of ashes.

During Lent, we will have 30-minute noon worship services on Wednesdays every week: this includes 
Feb. 14, 21, and 28; and March 7, 14, and 21.  There will also be noon and evening services on 
Maundy Thursday (March 29) and Good Friday (March 30).  Please note that this year, unlike in years 
past, lunch will be served only after the noon services on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14) and Maundy 
Thursday (March 29); no lunch will be served after the other Wednesday noon services.  

On Sundays during Lent, we will receive communion almost every week, standing or kneeling around 
the altar area (using the new kneeling cushions that have been donated).  We will also “put away” both 
clapping and the word “alleluia,” which will give us a more refl ective tone during worship.  

Our Sunday scripture readings 
will come from the Gospel of 
John; you are encouraged to 
read this book over the course of 
Lent.  On Wednesdays, we will 
have messages that incorporate 
videos, which will provoke 
conversation and help us hear the 
gospel in fresh ways.
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A Thank You from the Salvation Army for 
Calvary’s Bell Ringers
Please allow me to take this oppotunity to thank the members of Calvary 
Lutheran Church on behalf of the Beltrami County Service Extension of 
the Salvation Army for their time contributed to ringing the bell for the 
Christmas Kettle Program.

There were seven major groups who rang the bell: Calvary Lutheran 
Church Members, The Bemidji Noon Rotary, Salem Lutheran Church, 
Lion’s Club, Sons of Norway, and Gene Campbell’s groups. There were 
also many other individuals who donated their time to help this great 
eff ort succeed.

Calvary’s bell ringing group raised approximately $4,034 ringing the bell 
for the Salvation Army this past holiday season. As you can see, the bell 
ringers make the diff erence between a basket with a small jingle of coins 
and a bucket overfl owing with generosity. Because of your eff orts, we will 
be able to help many more people in 2018.

I hope your group enjoyed ringing the bell. Without bell ringers, the 
donations for the holiday season would be substantially lower. Thanks 
again for all the hours your group contributed to this worthwhile cause.

May God bless you and your families in 2018.

Sincerely, Carol Lauderbaugh
Christmas Kettle Chairman

Confi rmation Mentoring
This winter, we will have our fourth consecutive year of confi rmation 
mentoring relationships. Usually, confi rmation time includes large 
group time (with all 100 students and 30+ adults together), followed by 
small group time (with groups of 5-9 students together with 2 adults).  
During the six weeks of Lent, from Feb. 14 – March 21, we’ll have a 
diff erent format. Each student will be paired, one-to-one, with an adult 
from Calvary.  When our Wednesday evening worship service ends, the 
pairs will share 15 or more minutes of conversation, talking about life, 
discussing the sermon and video, and praying with and for each other.

If you are an adult who would like to be a mentor, please contact 
Kim Warren at kwarren@calvarybemidji.org or by calling 751-1893. 
Remember, too, that you don’t need to be an offi  cial mentor in order to 
get to know our young people. Say hello to one of our students the next 
time you have a chance!
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Sharing God’s Gifts
On Council, we often hear that we talk too much about money.  
As your Treasurer, I thought I would try to share my thoughts 
on that topic.

While we all know that money often is “the root of all evil” it 
is also what we use to pay our electric bill, our mortgage, our 
wonderful staff  and hundreds of other bills that Calvary occurs 
each month to operate. Most of those bills aren’t glamorous but 
they are the foundation that allows us to do the good we do in 
our church and our community.  

Did you know that the average church member (this is for all 
churches not just Calvary) attends worship ONE out of SIX 
Sundays? That means we would have to deliver the message 
about giving six straight weeks to make sure the average 
member heard the message once. For those of you who go 
every week that message would get old way before the sixth 
time you heard it!  And for those who attend less than average 
you might never hear it at all!   

I admit as your Treasurer I am worried about making sure we 
have enough money each month to pay our bills. I will tell you 
that that is not why you hear our Pastors talk about money.  
They talk about it just as Jesus did, to help us not focus on 
the accumulation of wealth, but rather the joy that comes from 
sharing the gifts God has given us, to know the joy of helping 
others, and to receive the peace that comes with that gift.  

Paul Iverson, Calvary Council Treasurer

Calvary Lutheran Church’s Mystery 
Dinner
Our Jamaica Mission Trip participants are asking you to join in 
the fun by attending a four-course Mystery Dinner on Saturday, 
February 3 from 5:30 pm to about 7:30 pm. This is a family-
friendly event with childcare available for the littlest children.

The cost is $12/adult and $7/child age 10 and under. Calvary 
Youth will provide musical entertainment throughout the meal, 
and we are expecting Sherlock and Watson to guide you 
through the meal discovery game. Think of this as “CLUE” with 
food. All proceeds will fund our mission trip to Jamaica as well 
as provide scholarships for participants.
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HAPPENINGS
MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY
Southside Restaurant, Weds., 6:30 am
MARTHA CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY at 
Calvary, 3rd Tues. each month,1:30 pm  
HOPE CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY at 
Calvary, 3rd Tues. each month, 9:30 am  
MARIGOLD CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
1st Mon. each month, 10:00 am. Contact 
Linda Arnold (759-9702)
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES
10:00 am in Calvary’s Lounge.
JOHN EGGERS’ ONLINE BIBLE  

STUDY
Weekly on our website or via Enews. 
GRIEF SHARE at Calvary, Tuesdays 
5:45-7:45 pm - Chip Holt (651-353-0029)
ZUMBA CLASS at Calvary, 12:15 pm 
most Sundays. sarahbendorf.zumba.com
MARTIAL ARTS at Calvary, 7:00 pm 
most Sundays; Northwinds Martial Arts 
(218-333-3806)
QUILTERS at Calvary, 9:00 am 
Thursdays  weekly in the Quilting Room, 
room #4 
CRAFTERS at Calvary, 7:00 pm the 
2nd Monday of every month. At Lueken’s 
Fireside, Noon 4th Monday, of every 
month; Cheryl - 368-3098

DID YOU KNOW?
Most Wednesdays we off er a healthy, 
hot meal from 5:30-6:15 pm.

FEBRUARY CALVARY ALIVE 
MEALS:

7th  – Chili & Cornbread
14th – Lent Soup - Chicken Wild Rice
21st – Lent Soup - Donna’s Beef Barley
28th – Lent Soup - Hearty Corn & Wild  
    Rice Chowder with Ham or Chicken

We feed our families so we can really 
bring Calvary to life! This is an important 
mission for us and brings us together.

A donation of $4/person or $15/family 
is requested in order this keep this 
important ministry thriving.

01-Feb Randy McGuire, Mary Thoreson, Kenna Hallik, Kora Olson
02-Feb Ryan Bieberdorf, Zoey Headlee
03-Feb Angela Paulson, Tyler Hasbargen, Jaryd Harold, Isaiah Holte
04-Feb Jon Hodgson, Todd Seopa, Sarah Blakeslee, Nick Baumann, Kyle Dahl,   
  Sawyer Evje
05-Feb Karen DellaPaolera, Scott Larson, Mark Sorenson, Amy Bahl, Jenny Voss,  
  Wade Evje
06-Feb Sandy Guyan
07-Feb Dillon Eichstadt, Conner Fettig
08-Feb Heidi Hatfi eld, Tyler Guest, Zachary Moyer
09-Feb Gerald Schiltz, Nancy Finlayson, Casey Orgon
10-Feb Jared Mostrom-Ose, Jennifer Workman, Matt Bock, Kiley Hamilton
11-Feb Branden Smith, Taylor Hanks
12-Feb Janna Rautio, Lindsey Whiting, Maren Eickman, Ainzley Potter
13-Feb Karen Lund, Nicki Lemmer, Jeanne Lacoursiere, Brian Schaefer, Paul Schaefer,  
  Sam Schulze, Elizabeth Oster
14-Feb Allen Stevens, Mike Reierson, Gregory Seitz, Adam Skoog, Myla Niemi
15-Feb Esther Ramstad, Kathleen Bjerum, Fran Sorquist, Lauren Rickers, Hunter Brodina
16-Feb Kent Minske, Paul Muller, David Voss, Eric Bieberdorf, Mindy Gavlovsky
17-Feb Doug Williams, Rita Malterud, William Kimbler
18-Feb Jim Langerak, Kelsey Redland, Jalin Rose, Jarrod Luebben, Brittany Fenner
19-Feb Gregory Swanson, Jessica Haugen, Angela Smith, Daniel Roberts, Kiera Strodtman
20-Feb Jackie Kerr, Natalie Wangberg
21-Feb Jan Dreyer, Linda Kingery
22-Feb Bruce Younggren, Ross Domeier, Ben Schreiber
23-Feb Colleen Forte, Diane Kinneberg, Brad Schmidt, Finnley Potter
24-Feb Polly Merhar, Vickie Meyer, Emily Rogers, Matthew Port, Nolan Ewert
25-Feb Jason Niemi, Scott Erdmann, Amber Coauette, Tara Kuleta, Kali Sandmeyer,  
  Kalli Keckeisen, Colton Hinrichs
26-Feb Irene DeVries, Mary Ann Steele, Nancy Alto, Bob Moe, Tanner Bartels,   
  Braden Olson, Tayden Haugen
27-Feb Harvey Moland, Dean Suther, Patrick Quinn, Bethany Floria, Aimee Berard,  
  Aliya Berard
28-Feb Donna Eichstadt, Griff en Luebben, Edison Sherwood
Feb-29 Diane Mattila

Birthdays this month
Please pray in celebration for these people on their birthday.   If your birthday is not 

listed, or is not correct, please call the church offi  ce to update our records. 
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2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER -
PRAYING PELICAN MISSIONS
In February, we look forward to partnering with our intergenerational mission trip team through Praying Pelican 
Missions. Their vision is to be a bridge between cultures, uniting our Calvary mission trip team with a local 
church in Jamaica. Praying Pelican Missions stands fi rm in the belief that healthy missions are fully-dependent 
upon genuine partnerships, long-term relationships, and sustainable ministry — connecting the local church on 
a global level.

Calvary Lutheran Church will be taking thirty-four people on this intergenerational mission trip to Jamaica on 
March 3-10th. This mission trip off ers Calvary the opportunity to partner with a local congregation and school in 
Trelawny, Jamaica. While in Jamaica, we will be leading school devotions, visiting an orphanage and nursing 
home, and coordinating work projects. We are looking forward to this exciting experience and seeing how God works throughout this trip and 
partnership. There are opportunities for all people of Calvary to be involved in this mission trip; through prayer, donating supplies (school 
supplies, soccer balls, work project supplies), and helping support the fi nances of the trip. If you would like to get involved, please stop in the 
church offi  ce or look for suitcases for donated items in the narthex. The Calvary mission trip team thanks you for your prayers and support!

While we will take a second off ering one Wednesday and one Sunday per month (February 7 & 11), you are encouraged to give throughout 
the month to our ministry partners.  We ask that ALL checks be made out to Calvary Lutheran.  In the memo line, write our mission partner 
for the month. This will help with better record keeping.

FINANCIAL REPORT
December Income  Expenses
General Fund .... $104,772 ............. $55,879
 Y-T-D.............$780,999............. $772,335 
Preschool .......... $30,614 ............... $32,491
 Y-T-D.............$178,260............. $162,877
Gen. Fund is Jan.-Dec.; Preschool is July-June

Cash & Receivables ...................... $195,512
December Ministry Partner: 
Servants of Shelter at Calvary: ........ .$319
Village of Hope: ............................... .$2,000
Calvary Foundation Balance:  ...... .$37,923
Capital Appeal:  THE BRIDGE
Received in December.. .................. $26,488
Received to the pledge so far .......... $771,095
Pledged to date ............................... $834,115
Households pledged to date ............ 222
We have sent your 2017 year end donation statements 
to you via email the week of January 21. (If we don’t 
have an email for you, we have printed donation 
statements available on our welcome desk in front of our 
church offi  ce.) Make sure to grab your statement now so 
you aren’t scrambling to fi nd it later!
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Year of Jubilee - Annual Meeting Recap
On Sunday, January 21 at 9:30 am our stakeholders gathered for our 110th 
annual meeting. We celebrated goals accomplished in 2017 and discussed 
our vision for 2018, new leaders were elected, and a fi nancial overview 
was given. There is much to give thanks for! If you haven’t read the annual 
report, please go to the website to the Resources page and enjoy all 
that was shared. You are also encouraged to be a part of our church’s 
discernment process this year as we listen closely to how the changing 
culture will help the church adjust to meet the needs of the people in this 
time and place.

You are invited to watch a 15 minute video on the Post Modern Culture, 
www.calvarybemidji.org/2018-yearly-theme-year-jubilee/, and to order one 
of the books that is suggested in the presentation. You can read alone, or 
you can invite some friends into a book club to read together! Watch for 
opportunities both on site at Calvary as well as on our Facebook page to 
voice your thoughts on what you have read, heard, and experienced. God 
says in Leviticus chapter 25, “It shall be a jubilee for you; it shall be holy.”  
May we enter into this year, open to God’s guidance and leading!

Community Food Shelf News
All folks who have given their time, money, or food to the 
Bemidji Community Food Shelf are invited to participate in 
the annual meeting and complimentary lunch consisting 
of homemade soups, breads, and sweets. The event 
will take place at Bethel Lutheran Church, 5232 Irvine 
Ave. NW, Bemidji, on Saturday, February 10 at noon. 
The annual meeting will follow, beginning at 1:30 pm. 
Nutritionist Amanda Shongo will speak about health 
inequities in northern Minnesota. Several door prizes will 
also be given out. A special invitation goes out to all who 
would like to get involved with the Food Shelf in the future.  
Please come and hear good news about the Food Shelf 
the past year and about plans for 2018.

Ministry Partner: 
Shelter at Calvary ........
ope: .... ... .... ........ .

Why Do We Eat Soup Every Wednesday 
Night During Lent?
Lent is a season for embracing self-discipline and simplicity. The general 
idea is that we choose not to eat as much or the same as we might during 
other times of the year as a way of remembering that we do not live on 
bread alone — to acknowledge, even in the context of abundance, that 
our deepest hunger is for God. Lent can be a season when eating simply 
is a way of acknowledging that there is an unfi nished quality to our world 
and to our human experience — that things are not yet as they should be, 
that we are not yet as we should be. In the context of abundance, we see 
eating simple meals reminds us that not everyone enjoys what we do, to 
remind us that we have a duty to the poor, to discipline our bodies and our 
souls, to wean us from our addiction to comfort and the easy satisfaction of 
our appetites. So, we gather in the weeks of Lent as brothers and sisters in 
Christ who can be in fellowship with one another and remain hopeful that 
God is making all things new.

http://www.calvarybemidji.org/2018-yearly-theme-year-jubilee/
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PLEASE SEE CALVARYBEMIDJI.ORG, HAPPENINGS (PG. 3), OR THE CALENDAR (PG. 4) FOR MORE OPPORTUNITIES

Save the Date: Miracle Sunday 2.0
Our Miracle Sunday 2.0 with take place on Sunday, April 29. It will be 
held at Bemidji State University in the Beaux Arts Ballroom at 9:00 am. 
This will be one service only, and will be followed by brunch. Brunch 
tickets will need to be purchased in advance.

Calvary hosting Servants of Shelter from 
March 11-18
In these cold winter months, God calls us to be neighbors to those 
who are experiencing homelessness. Accordingly, Calvary will be 
hosting our community church shelter 
ministry in March once again. Each 
day, from 4:00 pm until 8:00 am, 
we will have up to 20 guests (exact 
number unknown; may include men, 
women, and children) in our building. 
Volunteers are needed to host 
during 4-5 hour shifts, from 3:30 pm 
until 8:30 am daily.  We also need 
volunteers who will provide snacks 
and meals. Sign up online at www.tinyurl.com/sos-march2018-calvary 
or on the poster in the front entry area after February 4.  Talk to Kim 
Warren, Kim Williams, Sandy Hennum, or Pr. Andrew if you have 
questions.  
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Caleigh Fun-Raising Concert
Come and hear the great local Celtic talent, Caleigh, on Feb 11, at 
4:00 pm at Calvary Lutheran Church!  Caleigh (Lenore Siems, Dee 
Furfaro, &  April Larson) is a Minnesota band whose sound is earthy 
and eclectic - a fusion of world folk, Celtic, bluegrass, American 
Old-Time, and original compositions. This concert is a fundraiser 
for Calvary Lutheran Church’s Bridge Capital Appeal, designed to 
pay down the mortgage and fund property improvements, in order 
to free up capital for mission and ministry, a passion of our church.

Tickets are $10 and available at Calvary Lutheran Church, or 
online at http://www.calvarybemidji.org/the-bridge/. There will be 
fellowship time following the concert so you can stay, visit, and 
share some treats.

We hope to see you there!

Thank You, Servants of Shelter Helpers!
Many thanks to all the people who extended hospitality to our neighbors 
through our Servants of Shelter hosting week from Jan. 7-14.  Special 
thanks to Kim Williams and Sandy Hennum for their leadership, as well 
as Kim Warren, Miriam Bock, and Vickie Meyer, who coordinated the 
food, and Sarah Katke and Mike Lish who helped transport guests.  
We had six diff erent guests stay with us during the week, including 
a family with middle schoolers.  We had volunteers from other area 
congregations, including Aardahl, New Salem, and Trinity in Cass 
Lake. Please continue to keep the needs of our homeless neighbors in 
your prayers – and in your actions!
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Meet Calvary’s New Offi  ce Intern - 
Kaerstin Quinlan!
Kaerstin moved from Jericho, Vermont 
to Bemidji in 2014 to attend Bemidji 
State University. She is currently a senior 
majoring in Business Administration with 
an emphasis in Finance and minors in 
Economics and Management Information 
Systems. She enjoys getting outside as 
much as possible and exploring the Bemidji 
area. Before working at Calvary Lutheran 

Church, Kaerstin was an administration assistant for a family owned 
Heating and Gas company in Vermont. Kaerstin is excited for the 
opportunity to join Calvary this semester!

Be sure to give her a warm Calvary welcome when you see her!

http://www.calvarybemidji.org/the-bridge/
http://www.tinyurl.com/sos-march2018-calvary

