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Lent Worship Schedule
A Theme of Gratitude

March 6 is Ash Wednesday, when we receive ashes on our foreheads to signify that we
came from ashes, and to ashes we will return. Ash Wednesday services with communion
and imposition of ashes will be held at Calvary at 12:00 pm and 6:15 pm. While there is no
noon meal, you can share in a soup supper prior to the evening service (there is a suggested
donation for this that you can pay online, through the Give+ App, at the kiosk, or put cash or
check in the baskets available).
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, a 40 day time of reﬂection, repentance, and
preparation for Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection on Easter. Most often, we hear of
people ‘giving up’ something during Lent. Because Calvary’s theme for the year is “Worship
in Gratitude”, we plan to ‘add’ something instead. Calvary is designing a Gratitude Journal
for our members to daily reﬂect and record what they are grateful for. These journals will be
available on Ash Wednesday. We will have gratitude calendars with ideas to help us use
gratitude daily in our own lives. Our congregation will work to memorize our gratitude themed
scripture verses: Colossians 3:16 ~ “Let the WORD of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with GRATITIDE in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God.”
We have some additional worship and spiritual discipline opportunities for the Lenten season
as well. Calvary will be holding Centering Prayer on Mondays during Lent (March 11 – April
15) from 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm. Calvary is hosting a Lenten Taizé service, co-planned with
First Presbyterian on Sunday, March 10 at 7:00 pm here at Calvary. Wednesdays during Lent
(March 6 – April 17), Calvary will be holding short worship services with communion in the
Sanford Hospital Chapel at 12:00 and 12:30 pm. Feel free to have lunch in the cafeteria
right there at the hospital before or after the service. Any Calvary members that might be
available to help with communion during these services, please contact Pastor Genelle. Our
only Wednesday noon worship opportunities at Calvary this season will be Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. We will still have services each Wednesday night
through Lent per our regular schedule.
May this Lenten season be ﬁlled richly with blessings and gratitude!

Worship in
Gratitude
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Update on NWMN Bishop Election

March is Food Share Month!

The process for calling our next bishop in this synod has begun.
The new process invites community discernment and prayer. A
Ministry Site Proﬁle (MSP) identiﬁes the needs, challenges, and
joys of our shared minsitry together as well as the attributes and
characteristics desired of the next bishop. You can ﬁnd the MSP on
the synod website as well as the biographical information of the six
prenominated candidates. To ﬁnd that, simply visit the web address:
https://nwmnsynod.org/the-2019-bishop-election/

This March, we join food shelves, faith communities, businesses,
and organizations across Minnesota in acting to end hunger and
food insecurity.
Minnesota’s charitable food system (food shelves and
food banks, meal programs, etc.) continues to run at
capacity. Supporting government programs like SNAP
(“food stamps”) and creating a more just and equitable
food system are integral parts of meeting the needs of food
insecure households and working toward ending hunger in our
communities.

On February 21, at the Bemidji conference assembly, more
information was shared about the next steps. Most likely some
synod conferences will sponsor a time for all the candidates to share
some of their thoughts leaning into this call.

Let’s all pitch in for a good cause in our area! If you would like
to help those in need, please bring nonperishable items for our
local food shelf and/or monetary donations throughout March.

Your prayers for Pastor Genelle and her family as well as each of
these candidates is greatly appreciated.

Together, we can ensure #FoodForAllMN!

Lent Centering Prayer

Fill a Bag for our Local Food Shelf

You are invited to come to centering prayer every Monday in Lent.
This will be held every Monday, March 11-April 15 from 4:00-4:45 pm
in classroom 1. Centering Prayer is a method of meditation used by
Christians placing a strong emphasis on silently reﬂecting on God’s
Word.

Respond to food insecurity in our community by
ﬁlling a grocery bag with much needed food and
household items for our local food shelf.
Bemidji Community Food Shelf priority items:

All are welcome!

Personal care items, cleaning supplies, baking
items, juice, and cereal

Lent Taizé Service at Calvary

2019 MARCH CAMPAIGN HUNGER FACTS

Come for a quiet, peaceful worship service on Sunday evening, March
10, at 7:00 pm. Calvary and 1st Presbyterian Church are combining
eﬀorts to oﬀer this special worship opportunity.

Nearly one in ten Minnesotans experience food insecurity.
13.8% of children in Minnesota are food insecure.
9.5% of Minnesotans live below the poverty level.
Over 3,000,000 visits were made to Minnesota food shelves
each year, 2011-2018, with over 3.4 million visits in 2018.
1 in 8 children in Minnesota struggle with hunger.
More than 500,000 Minnesotans experience food insecurity.
Local food shelves can often stretch your $1 into enough food
for 2 or more meals.
The 2018 March Campaign raised more than 5.5 million lbs of
food and $8.1 million for Minnesota food shelves.

We will sing meditative songs, hear Scripture read in several languages,
and rest in the gift of silent prayer. We call it “Taizé” because we use
music from the Taizé community in France; it’s a great opportunity to
prepare your hearts for the Lenten season. Come, worship and be renewed!
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Birthdays This Month
Please pray in celebration for these people on their birthday. If your birthday is not
listed, or is not correct, please call the church oﬃce to update our records.
01-Mar Carol Berg, Mikel Forsberg, Bobbi Moen, Emily Naegeli
02-Mar Claire Evje, Leanne Jaskowiak, Krista Lillo, Ashley Pirkl, Nancy Schiltz
03-Mar Berklee Anderson, Billie Farr, Bernie Folkert, Kasey Stokes
04-Mar Craig Collison, Elizabeth Eriksen, Jeﬀ Farr, Allison Garrigan, Olive Minske,
Bridget Tews
05-Mar Iris Coauette, Paul Fenner, Brooklynn McKinnon, Caitlin Orgon,
Kodee Paulson, Garrett Tisdell, Chad Wulﬀ
06-Mar Nathan Alto, Millie Langerak
07-Mar Tim Port, Thomas Sand
08-Mar Debbie Braaten, Jack Hildenbrand, Roxie Schumacher, Alexie Tatro

Youth Silent Auction
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27-SUNDAY,
APRIL 14.
Calvary’s youth are working hard
to provide the folks of Calvary with
wonderful items on which to bid during
the Youth Silent Auction. Come see
what they come up with and bid on
some amazing items to help raise funds
for Calvary mission trips!
If you would like to donate an auction
item, please bring it to the Calvary
oﬃce to be registered.
All proceeds go to support the missions
of Calvary’s youth!

09-Mar Susan Anderson, Chase Hendricks, Bob Honl, Della Mayer
10-Mar Anna Garrigan, Kayla Henrickson
11-Mar Elizabeth Bolte, Dick Labraaten, Shari Sorenson, Wynne Trepanier
12-Mar Linda Chattin, Arla Fricke, Anna Hamann, Leonore Potter, Amber Smith,
Bruce Tiegen
13-Mar Gordon Pierce, Dale Rader
14-Mar Brady Hagman, Adeline Rohde
15-Mar Sally Christensen, Justin Erickson, Rod Gunderson
16-Mar Tiﬀany Fettig, Rodney Starkey, Gwyneth Thronson
17-Mar Britney Bennett, Ray Holm, Kim Kusler, Rae Potter, John Selisker, Kellen Tharaldson
18-Mar Stella Christensen, Joseph Sorenson, Sophie Warrick
19-Mar Miles Erickson, Todd Frauenholtz, Katelyn Haaland, Chip Holt, Tami Jo Olson,
Emma Rohde
20-Mar Bonnie Jevning, Mercedes Moulton, Billy Nelson-Splichal, Cierra Olson,

HAPPENINGS
MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY
Southside Restaurant, Weds., 6:30 am
MARTHA CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY at
Calvary, 3rd Tues. each month,1:30 pm

Samuel Pfremmer, Zachary Sorenson, Jill Wendland
21-Mar Tristan Earhart, Ella Hommes, Trent Senenfelder
22-Mar Janice Dagen, Mitch Eickman, Marge Huewe, Caleb Klinke, Patti Port,
Eric Potter, Randy Strowbridge

HOPE CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY at
Calvary, 3rd Tues. each month, 9:30 am
MARIGOLD CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
1st Mon. each month, 10:00 am. Contact
Linda Arnold (759-9702)

23-Mar Deb Bartz, Cliﬀ Hill, Catherine Netland, Emma Shaw
24-Mar Hattie Rader, Gabriel Schwarzlander, Olivia Swedberg
25-Mar Anika Harmsen, Max Markert, Xavier Piller, Ryan Rautio, Brooklyn Supalla,
Logan Wilcox

JOHN EGGERS’ BIBLE STUDY
Weekly on our website or via Enews.
ZUMBA CLASS at Calvary, 11:00 am
most Sundays. sarahbendorf.zumba.com
Find her on Facebook w/ Sarah B Zumba

26-Mar Roger Hare, Clara Sand, Becky Walberg
27-Mar Katie Sanford, Brett Tharaldson
28-Mar Beth Brady, Andy Erickson, Florence Lundmark, Aubrey Meyer, Eric Naig,
Brooklyn Rognstad, Suzanne Sorenson, James Trepanier
29-Mar Dennis DePew, Carrie Melberg, Ashley Papenfuss, Archer Roberts, Joelle Woods
30-Mar Lynn Boyer, Peyton Carlstrom, Braysen Jones, Brooke Kemp, Hazel Kingery,
Jack Zellmann
31-Mar Miranda Carlson, Kevin Cease, Dylan Woods, Justin Wubbels
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EXERCISE WITH LEAH Visit Leah’s
website to see the many opportunities to
excercise at Calvary. bemidjibounce.com
QUILTERS at Calvary, 9:00 am - Room 4,
in the quilting room Thursdays weekly
CRAFTERS at Calvary, 7:00 pm the 2nd
Monday of every month. At Giovanni’s
Pizza, Noon 4th Monday, of every month;
Cheryl - 368-3098
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PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE CALENDAR : If you are aware of an event that should go in the Calvary calendar, please contact Polly at pmerhar@calvarybemidji.org by the newsletter deadline.
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2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - MN FOOD SHARE
AS PART OF MINNESOTA FOODSHARE’S MARCH CAMPAIGN
God cares about physical hunger as well as spiritual hunger. For that reason, Calvary continues to partner faithfully with the Bemidji Community
Food Shelf. Many Calvary volunteers help at the food shelf on a regular basis, helping to keep our neighbors fed. This year BCFS saw record
visits for February, typically our slowest month of the year. Due to the government shutdown, SNAP (“food stamp”) recipients received their
February money in January, causing confusion and shortages in February. We did not budget for this unforeseen increase in use and will need
extra donations during the 2019 Campaign to help oﬀset this expense.
Partnership is more than money! Thanks to the many Calvary people who volunteer on a regular basis at the food shelf. To volunteer at the
food shelf with our Calvary team, call Shirley Olson at 444-6676. To share a meal with hungry people (and aren’t we all hungry sometimes?),
come for supper at the Community Table (formerly known as the soup kitchen,) served Monday through Thursday from 5:00-6:00 pm. (Monday
and Tuesday at Mt. Zion and Wednesday and Thursday at the United Methodist Church).
This month’s needs for God’s treasure chest: Juice, Cereal, Baking Items, etc.
While we will take a second oﬀering one Wednesday and one Sunday per month (March
10 & 13), you are encouraged to give throughout the month to our ministry partners.
We ask that ALL checks be made out to Calvary Lutheran. In the memo line, write our
mission partner for the month. This will help with better record keeping.

A Personal Look at Lent Mentoring

Why Do We Eat Soup During
Lent?

STUDENT: MADELINE PETROWSKE
MENTOR: NICHOLLE BIEBERDORF

Lent is the season for embracing self-discipline and
simplicity. We choose not to eat as much or the same
as we might during other times of the year as a way
of remembering that we do not live on bread alone.
This is an act of penance in keeping with the Lenten
season. It helps us to acknowledge, even in the context
of abundance, that our deepest hunger is for God.

“One thing that stands out from conﬁrmation for me was when we got to
pick our mentors. During Lent, conﬁrmation students get an opportunity
to sit and talk one on one with an adult for six weeks. In sixth grade, when
Pastor Andrew told us that we had to pick an adult, I had no idea what
a mentor was, or who to pick. My mom worked with Nicholle Bieberdorf,
and she said that Nicholle would be a great mentor. Little did I know, what
a positive inﬂuence she would become to me. When I ﬁrst meet someone,
I am really shy and quiet, so I wasn’t really looking forward to talking to
someone one that I didn’t know. After the ﬁrst night, Nicholle was so easy
to talk to that I was looking forward to talk to her every Wednesday night.

March Calvary Alive Meals:
6th – Chili
13th – Chicken Wild Rice Soup
20th – Spinach Tortellini Soup
27rd – Chicken Tortilla Soup

“Our friendship has now grown outside of church also. She came to my
show choir performances and I helped her with her daughter’s graduation.
I can’t wait to get to know her better next year in Club, and maybe go on
a mission trip together. We talked about everything from what was going
on with me in school to what was going on at her work. We shared our
highs and lows, we prayed for each other, we laughed, and we cried.
Nicholle has shared her faith with me, and also gave me advice when
I needed it. Proverbs 31:25-26 says, ‘she is clothed with strength and
dignity; She can laugh at the days to come. She speaks with wisdom
and faithful instruction is on her tongue.’ I trust her with all my heart, and
she is such an amazing person. I was fortunate to have her as a mentor
for three years. Hebrews 13:7 says, “remember your leaders, those who
spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life
and imitate their faith.” I believe that God puts people in our lives for a
reason. I am so thankful that God put Nicholle in my life and I hope that
one day I can have a strong faith like hers.”

FINANCIAL REPORT
January
Income
Expenses
General Fund .... $62,281 ............... $40,321
Y-T-D.............$62,281............... $40,321
Preschool .......... $23,685 ............... $29,530
Y-T-D.............$207,173............. $179,068
Gen. Fund is Jan.-Dec.; Preschool is July-June
Cash & Receivables ...................... $125,614

It’s interactions like this that make this Calvary program so meaningful!
We would like to thank everyone that has decided to mentor throughout
Lent to serve as a positive example and role model for the youth
throughout Calvary.

January Ministry Partner:
Churches United: ............................. .$2,051
Calvary Foundation Balance: ...... .$37,569
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Calvary’s Call Committee

4th Annual ‘Piece of the Pie’ Day

In January, the Calvary council appointed 7 members and 1
alternate to serve as the call committee in search for Calvary’s next
leader. There were 53 nominees and the council was grateful for
everyone of those nominees sharing interest in being a part of our
church’s mission and ministry.

Bring your sweet tooth to
Calvary Alive on Wednesday,
March 13 for our Piece of
the Pie Day! Beginning at
6:00 pm, we will be oﬀering a
multitude of delicious pies that
are donated by our amazing
congregation.

The call committee members that were appointed are: Mattie
Synder, Matt Hietela, Amanda Bensen, Nicholle Bieberdorf, Charlie
Merhar, Tom Hatﬁeld, and Cindy Filipi, with the alternate being
Ron Gladen. On Thursday, February 21, this ministry team met
with synod staﬀ member Pastor Keith Zeh and got an overview
of the call process. The team will be meeting weekly through the
month of March on Wednesday nights after Lent mentoring. The
congregation will be asked to be a part of the process, so watch for
opportunities to get involved. Your prayers for this ministry team
and for those whom God will send to us to interview can start today!

No need to purchase a ticket
ahead of time! Pie slices will
be for sale at $3 a piece, or you can purchase a whole pie. Don’t
forget that you can bid at the auction for your chance at getting a
special pie!
If you would like to sign up to make a pie to be auctioned oﬀ at this
event, please contact or visit us in the church oﬃce. All proceeds
from this event will go to support our Foundation.

Daylight Saving Time
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead
for Daylight Saving Time on Sunday,
March 10 at 2:00 am!

Coordinator Needed for Funeral Meals
at Calvary

We hope to see you all at services
on time that Sunday!

Funerals are a very important function of the church. The meal
after the service is a time for family and friends to gather to pay
their respects to the deceased and reconnect. The funeral meals
held at Calvary have been coordinated by Linda Lemmer since
2012 – a seven-year term of volunteer service! Linda has done
a great job of caring for grieving families by serving them a warm,
cozy meal. Linda would like to retire as the coordinator and is very
willing to train in a new person or a new team of people to lead this
volunteer ministry team.

Preschool Open House
Part of Calvary’s Vision Statement is to
grow disciples. This is a part of Calvary
Preschool’s Vision Statement as well: To
be a premier preschool recognized for
empowering our students to be academic
leaders and faithful disciples. On Thursday,
April 4, at 6:00 pm we are inviting families
to see what Calvary’s preschool has to oﬀer their child. There will
be a short information session and a time to tour our facility and
meet the preschool staﬀ. If you or someone you know is interested
but needs more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Joan
at 751-1893.

Funerals, by their very nature, are generally unplanned and with
short notice. The position entails contacting volunteers to cook,
serve and clean up as well as do a little grocery shopping. It is a
meaningful and greatly appreciated service position. If you or you
and your friends would like to lead up this truly essential ministry
of Calvary, please contact one of the pastors, Polly in the oﬃce or
Linda Lemmer.
It is with immense gratitude that we thank Linda for her years
of dedicated service leading the funeral ministry team and her
willingness to train in the next person.

PLEASE SEE CALVARYBEMIDJI.ORG, HAPPENINGS (PG. 3), OR THE CALENDAR (PG. 4) FOR MORE OPPORTUNITIES
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