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DEVOTIONS 
Think about devotions is as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic 
pattern could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary! 
 

GATHERING 
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”  

 Prayer of the Week 
God of Abraham and Sarah, Zechariah and Elizabeth—You seem to take delight in 
working through the lives of those whom the world would call fruitless, barren, or 
washed up. Remind us that your story is filled with just such surprises. Help us to 
trust in your faithfulness, especially when we are feeling lost and weak. Amen. 

 

CARING CONVERSATION 

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.  
 

? Highs & Lows: What is one thing that made you sing today? What is one thing that 
made you turn away? 

? Thinking About This Week’s Story: An angel brings good news to Zechariah and 
Elizabeth that they will have a child. They sing praise to God for this gift of love. 
What was a special gift (physical or not) that you received today? How did you 
praise God for that gift? 

? Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, 
where he was tempted to do the wrong thing. But Jesus never gave in. Name one 
way that you were tested today. Was it hard to resist temptation? 

 

DAILY BIBLE READING 

Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to      
remember from this reading? 
 

PRAY TOGETHER 

 Sing a Christmas song together. Once done, say a prayer for light and love to enter 
the world.  

 

CLOSING  
 If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time. 

 Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share 
Mark one another with the sign of the cross on each other’s hands or forehead, 
and say,  “You are a messenger of God’s love. Go and prepare the way for God’s 
love to draw near. Amen.”  
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SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare [God’s] ways.  
- Luke 1:76 

 

MEALTIME PRAYER 

We sing your praises, God of love, for the gifts we receive from you. We sing your 
praises, God of love, for the food and drink we receive from you. We sing your praises, 
God of love, for the life we receive from you. Amen. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

As you read the stories for the week, ask yourself: What are the people and God doing 
in each story? 

Sunday Luke 1:5-25  Zechariah and Elizabeth 
Monday Luke 1:57-80  John is Born   
Tuesday Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]  Shepherds and Angels 
Wednesday Luke 2:8-20  The Promise Messiah Arrives  
Thursday Luke 2:21-24  A Trip to Jerusalem   
Friday Luke 2:25-40  Songs of the Temple   
Saturday Mark 1:1-8  The Baptist Prepares the Way 
Sunday Mark 1:9-13  Baptized and Tempted 

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the 
children’s Bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story! 

 

SERVICE CHALLENGE 

SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.  

Bake cookies or another treat together as a household. Deliver a plate of treats to a 
neighbor who is in need of joy and love.  

Sharing  
GOD’S STORY 

@ home 

DECEMBER 22, 2019 Luke 1:5-13 [14-25] 57-80 


