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DEVOTIONS 
Think about devotions is as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic 
pattern could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary! 
 

GATHERING 
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”  

 Prayer of the Week 
God of Goodness — Heal us both inside and out, that by your grace and mercy, we 
too might be a healing presence for those with whom we share this world. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

CARING CONVERSATION 

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.  
 

? Highs & Lows: What is one surprising thing that happened today? What is one dull 
thing that happened today? 

? Thinking About This Week’s Story: In the story of the paralyzed man, his four 
friends helped him get to Jesus so he could be healed. Who was a good friend to 
you today? Why? 

? Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: Jesus used stories called parables to teach 
people about God. How can you teach people about God today or tomorrow? 
What story could you tell them? 

 

DAILY BIBLE READING 

Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to      
remember from this reading? 
 

PRAY TOGETHER 

 Going around in a circle, have each person say, “Please forgive me” and the other 
say, “I forgive you.” If there has been a problem between the two, ask for 
forgiveness specifically.  Switch sides, then move to the next person. Pray together 
for God to forgive each person. Close with “Amen!”  

 

CLOSING  
 If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time. 

 Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share 
Mark one another with the sign of the cross on each other’s hands or forehead, 
and say,  “God forgives you so that you can go out and forgive others.”  
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SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

“When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
- Mark 2:5 

 

MEALTIME PRAYER 

Forgive us, dear Lord, when we make mistakes or do wrong things. Tend to our hearts 
when we feel hurt from others. Create space around our table to love, talk, and forgive 
one another as we dine together. Amen. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

As you read the stories for the week, ask yourself: What healing words do you hear in 
each story? 

Sunday Mark 2:18-22  Jesus Forgives Sins 
Monday Mark 2:23-28  Grain on the Sabbath 
Tuesday Mark 3:1-6  A Sabbath Healing 
Wednesday Mark 3:7-12  More Public Healings 
Thursday Mark 3:13-20  Jesus Appoints the Twelve 
Friday Mark 3:21-27  Plundering the Strongman 
Saturday Mark 3:28-35  Mothers and Brothers 
Sunday Mark 4:1-9  The Parable of the Sower 

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the 
children’s Bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story! 

 

SERVICE CHALLENGE 

SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.  

Send a special text, email, or handwritten letter to a friend who needs to hear an 
encouraging word from you. 

Sharing  
GOD’S STORY 

@ home 
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