
ACOLYTE TRAINING SHEET 
 

You are a part of the worship team! 
As acolyte, you carry the light of Jesus, who said, 

“I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” (John 8:12). 
As we enter with the light (symbolic of the Light of the world), we are honored to serve,        

and so we enter reverently, showing honor and respect. 
 

PREPARATION: 
- Arrive at the sacristy 15 minutes before the worship service. 
- Hang up coats, sweatshirts, etc. 
- Take a candle lighter (long metal stick with wooden handle). 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE: 

- As you enter, hold the candle lighter in front of you, with the bell pointing down.   
- One hand should be near the bottom (on the wood) and the other hand should near the 

knob where it can adjust the length of the wick (the white waxy string called a taper). 
- Walk in a dignified and unhurried manner toward the Lord’s Table (big wooden table in 

the front).  Take short steps.  Keep your head up and your eyes straight ahead, focused 
on the Light.   

- Stop at the center of the front step, pausing before the cross of Christ.  Move up to the 
candles on the altar, always beginning at the candle nearest the cross.  If there is only 
one acolyte, light the candle on the right side first.  After the altar candles have been lit, 
then light other candles as directed by the pastor.  After lighting the last candle, put out 
the flame on the candle lighter by pulling the knob that regulates the wick.  After a 
moment, push the wick back out so the wax doesn’t melt to the metal.  Do NOT blow 
the flame out!  Still facing the Lord’s Table, turn to the outside and sit in the front pew. 

- Assist in the worship service and Sunday School as directed. Sunday Acolytes will be 
pulled 30min into the service to assist with Sunday School.  Please let the pastor know 
if you are not comfortable helping with Sunday school.   

- During the singing of the last hymn, wait for the pastor to send you forward again.  Take 
your candle lighter, then stand and pause in front of the cross of Christ before going up 
the steps on the main floor.  Remember to light your candle lighter wick first before you 
put out the candles.  Walk down the center steps again, and then turn to leave.  Put 
your light out after you leave the sanctuary. 

 
AFTER SERVICE: 

- Put away candle lighters. 
- Get your worship note signed by a pastor and turn it in to the appropriate box.   
- Remember to pick up your jackets, bags, etc. and take them with you.   

 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness  

on them light has shined” (Isaiah 9:2). 
 
 



TERMS TO KNOW 
 

Acolyte – one who brings in the light of Christ & brings it back out to be shared 
with the world.  (This counts as in-reach confirmation credit – but you must fill out 
a worship note and get it signed by a pastor.) 
 
Sacristy – the room where worship supplies are stored.  (Arrive here 10 – 15 
minutes early to prepare for worship.) 
 
Paschal Candle – large white decorated candle used for special occasions 
(baptisms, festival worship, funerals.) 
 
Acolyte Schedules – are mailed out with the dates and worship times you are 
being asked to serve.  If you cannot make your scheduled time, please switch 
with someone on the list.  Please use the phone numbers on the schedules 
provided (they are the parent’s number not the student’s.) After switching, please 
send an email to the church office. 
 
 


