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Lesson 4: The Divine Covenant – Abraham and Sarah – Leader Version 
Share highs and lows with your group at the beginning or end of your time.  Don’t take all day to do it!  Find 
time to pray in your time together, too.  Be creative about different ways to pray.  (LESS THAN 10 MINUTES 
FOR THIS PART; SAVE UNTIL THE END IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE MANAGING TIME.) 
 
Family Tree 
In the book of Genesis, we learn an important family tree.  The people in the tree are people God chose to be 
a blessing to the world.  Study this tree and quiz each other, because you’ll be expected to know it for the test.   
 

 
Discuss: What are the names of your great-grandparents (or grandparents)?  Why are family trees important? 
  

Small groups, flip sheet over to complete the top side on the back. 
This bottom half has activities to use if you have extra time. 

 

 
STOP!  Don’t do these questions unless you’ve already done the top half of the front and back!  
Digging Deeper: Questions to ponder with extra time and/or at home. 
 
Read Genesis 18:22-33.  In these verses, Abraham argues with God to save the 
city of Sodom– a city known for being very evil.  What does this passage show 
us about our communication with God, about prayer, and about our ability to 
persuade God?  Are we able to change God’s mind? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-DiD you know- 

God often gave new names 
to people as part of his 

covenant with them.  Abram 
and Sarai were renamed 

Abraham and Sarah.  
Abraham means “Father of 

a multitude.”  His son’s 
name, Isaac, means 

“laughter,” given as a result 
of Sarai’s laughter in 

hearing she would give birth 
at an old age. 



Small Group Questions 
 
1. DISCUSS, DON’T WRITE: What are some of the promises (or oaths, pledges, or vows) made in our world 
today?  How well are these promises kept?  What makes people keep promises?  What causes promises to be 
broken?  (LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) 
 

Answers will vary. Examples: Hippocratic Oath (medical), Pledge of Allegiance, marriage vows, Boy 
Scout pledge, vow to tell the truth in a court of law, politicians’ promises, etc.  Some are kept, some 
aren’t.  Why keep promises: want to be faithful.  Why break: difficult to keep; circumstances change. 

  
2. OPEN YOUR BIBLES; GET READY TO BE AN ARTIST: Look up the Bible verses below to read about some of 
God’s promises.  Write and/or draw the promises on the poster paper that your group has; write the Bible 
book, chapter, and verse(s) beside the word and/or picture.  Be creative!  You may choose to divide the Bible 
verses up so that one or two people work on the different ones.  Make sure that each individual or group 
shares with the whole group what they found.  Turn the posters into the office when you’re done, and we’ll 
hang some of them up around the church building.  (AROUND TEN MINUTES FOR THIS PART.)   
 

- Genesis 9:8-13 (This is the end of the story of Noah.) 
- Genesis 12:1-3 (There are at least three promises here, so make sure that you get more than one.) 
- Genesis 15:1-6 (This is a promise to the Bible characters we’re talking about today.) 
- Isaiah 43:2 (This is God talking to God’s people.) 
- Psalm 121:1-8 (whole chapter) 
- Jeremiah 31:31-34 (Pay attention especially to the last part of the last verse – the last 12 words or so.) 

 
3. OPEN YOUR BIBLES; WRITE MAIN IDEAS: Do we have to wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled?  Read 
Genesis 12:4.  How old was Abraham when God made the big promise to him for the first time?  Now read 
Genesis 21:1-7.  How old was Abraham when God fulfilled the promise?  Why do you think we have to wait for 
promises? 
 Abraham received the promise at age 75; it was fulfilled when he was 100.  Why do we have to wait?    
 Answers will vary.   
 
 


