
Photo: We serve you in any way we can. 

2 Corinthians 11:23-28 
And We Think We Have It Rough 
 
Paul writes to the Corinthians: “Are they servants of Christ? I know I sound like a 
madman, but I have served him far more! I have worked harder, been put in 
prison more often, been whipped times without number, and faced death again 
and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders 
gave me thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was 
beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times 
I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night 
and a day adrift at sea. I have traveled on many 
long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers and 
from robbers. I have faced danger from my own 
people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I 
have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and 
on the seas. And I have faced danger from men 
who claim to be believers but are not. I have 
worked hard and long, enduring many sleepless 
nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have 
often gone without food. I have shivered in the 
cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm.” 
 
Every Day with God 
Remember the words, “Oh, woe is me.” How often have we pitied ourselves? 
Have you ever thought of yourself as a living martyr? If there ever were a living 
martyr, it would be Paul.  
 
I know each of us has thought at times that we have done much to serve Jesus. 
Yet, in comparison to Paul, what we have done is pittance. This in no way 
suggests that what we do, no matter how small or large, is meaningless. 
Absolutely not! When we do it it in the name of Jesus, he is very well pleased. 
Paul does not want us to be like him, he wants us to challenge ourselves to do a 
little more. We don’t have to be a living martyr like Paul, but we do have to 
dedicate our lives to Christ, which means serving him in whatever way we are 
able.  
 
Prayer: God, give me strength to serve you. 


