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Lesson 8: David - Leader Guide 
 
Share highs and lows with your group 
at the beginning or end of your time.   
Don’t take all day to do it!                                                                                         
 

 
 
 
Find time to pray in your time together, too.   
Be creative about different ways to pray.  
(LESS THAN 10 COMBINED MINUTES FOR HIGHS AND LOWS AND 
PRAYERS; SAVE UNTIL THE END IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE 

MANAGING TIME.) 
 

 
Verse(s) of the Day: Acts 13:22b-23 – Find it in your Bible and read it together!  
(LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR THIS PART) Acts 13:22b-23 -- [God] said, “I have found David, son of Jesse, 
to be a man after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.  Of this man’s posterity [“this man’s posterity” 
means David’s descendants] God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.” 

- Guides: Point out that the New Testament (including Acts) is connected to the Old Testament (including 

the story of David in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel).  This is especially true because Jesus was part of 

David’s family tree.    

Definitions: students only need to write the bold part; guides, you may tell them the answer if that’s 
needed to move things along (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART) 
Ark of the Covenant (this is something special that David brought into Jerusalem so that the people could 
worship God) – gold-covered box that held the 10 Commandments and other holy objects.   
Adultery (this is a sin that David was guilty of, even though he is considered a hero) – cheating on your 
husband or wife 
Psalms (David wrote many of these, and they’re part of the Bible) – songs and prayers to God 
 
 
 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
1. DISCUSS, DON’T WRITE:  (LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) What 
makes a hero?  Who are some popular heroes today?  Who are some of your specific 
heroes? 

Answers will vary. What makes a hero? - putting your life on the line for others 
(police, fire fighters, etc.); saving lives, doing extraordinary things (leaders, 
athletes, artists, etc.), but also being faithful in the everyday things (parents)…. 

 
 
 
 

-DiD you know- 

Matthew 1:17 tells us 
that there were 14 
generations between 
Abraham and David, 
14 more generations 
between David and the 
“time of deportation to 
Babylon” and 14 more 
generations to the birth 
of Jesus. Jesus, the 
Messiah, is a direct 
descendant of King 
David. 
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2. OPEN YOUR BIBLE; WRITE MAIN IDEAS:  (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) Just about everything 
concerning David is heroic.  He is a hero of our faith.  Read 1 Samuel 17:37-51.  David battles a giant and wins!  
How does David win the victory?  Despite his own heroism, to whom does David give credit for the victory? 

David trusts God to give him victory, when everyone else runs scared.  He finds 5 smooth stones and 
uses his slingshot to fight the giant Goliath. He doesn’t even wear any armor, because it’s too heavy 
and big for him. As Goliath challenges him, David claims the victory for the God of Israel. He hits Goliath 
in the forehead with a stone and down he falls.   

 
3. THINK ABOUT IT; APPLY IT TO LIFE; WRITE MAIN IDEAS: (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) 
Maybe you read about David, and you think, “He’s special, and I’m not.”  That’s not true!  David was chosen 
when he was an ordinary kid, and even though he did some special things, he also was a sinner who needed 
God’s forgiveness.  Read the story of how he was chosen to be king by Samuel, a special messenger from 
God. (Jesse, in case you’re wondering, is David’s dad.)  Read 1 Samuel 16:11-13.  What do you think God is 
choosing you for?  What does the Spirit of God give you power to do (see verse 13)?  What are some needs 
in the world that you and others your age can help with and be leaders for?  How will you need to trust God 
in all of this?   

Answers will vary.  God chooses us: to be a teacher, a police officer, a social worker, a farmer, etc. 
God’s Spirit: gives us energy, wisdom, strength, courage… to take on big problems.  Needs: an end to 
war, sex trafficking, poverty, bullying, hungry kids in Bemidji.  How trust God: thank God, rely on God to 
help you with big problems.   

 
Digging Deeper: Questions to ponder with extra time 
In 2 Samuel 5:10 it says, “And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with 
him.”  David’s greatness is credited to God being with him– in other verses, David himself also gives God credit 
for his successes. Have you heard great people in our time crediting God with their victories and successes? 
What evidence do we see of God in these persons’ lives? 
 
 
Read 2 Samuel 7:8-17.  God establishes his covenant with David.  What does God promise?  What are the 
details of the covenant?   
 
 
Even though he is known for his great love of God, King David was not a perfect man. He is known for a great 
sin. King David saw a woman bathing on her rooftop, and he lusted after her, wanting her for his own. He had 
her brought to him (he was the king, after all). The woman’s name was Bathsheba, and she was the wife of 
Uriah, a soldier in David’s army. Bathsheba becomes pregnant by David. David tries to pass the pregnancy off 
by bringing Uriah home from battle, encouraging him to see his wife.  Uriah refuses to spend the night with his 
wife out of respect for the other soldiers in battle. When Uriah returns to battle, David has him moved to the 
front lines to be killed. Uriah is killed, and David takes Bathsheba as his own wife. Read 2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 13-
14. How is David confronted about his sin? What is David’s response?  What is the consequence of his sin? 
Read 2 Samuel 12:24-25. What grace does God show David and Bathsheba?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


