
Name: ______________________________________________________ Calvary Lutheran Church, 2019-20 
 

Lesson 11: The Prophets - Leader Guide 
 
Share highs and lows with your group  
at the beginning or end of your time.   
Don’t take all day to do it!                                                                                         
 

 
 
 
Find time to pray in your time together, too.   
Be creative about different ways to pray.  
(LESS THAN 10 COMBINED MINUTES FOR HIGHS AND LOWS AND 
PRAYERS; SAVE UNTIL THE END IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE 

MANAGING TIME.) 
 

 
Verse(s) of the Day: Jeremiah 1:7-8 – Find it in your Bible and read it together!  
(LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR THIS PART) “But the Lord said to me [Jeremiah], ‘Do not say, ‘I am only a 
child’; for you shall go to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, Do not be afraid of 
them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.”  Jeremiah 1:7-8 
 
Definitions: students only need to write the bold part; guides, you may tell them the answer if that’s 
needed to move things along (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART) 
Prophecy – a message about the will or plan of God 
False prophet – a person who lies but says it’s the word of God  
Justice – fairness; what is right and lawful 
 
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
1. DISCUSS, DON’T WRITE: (LESS THAN THREE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) Where have you seen justice done in 
our world today?  Where have you seen justice NOT done?     

Answers will vary.  This is an important but hard discussion – not everyone agrees with what is just!  
Justice is done with criminals are stopped and face consequences; when all people get the right to vote 
(women and African Americans had to wait for a long time in our own country).  Justice NOT done: 
when some people are “above” the law; when people are treated differently because of the color of 
their skin; etc. 
 

2. OPEN YOUR BIBLE; WRITE MAIN IDEAS: (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.)  Prophets are called by 
God.  A large part of their “job” is to listen for God’s voice.  Read 1 Samuel 3:1-10. How many times did God 
call to Samuel?  How did Eli tell him to respond?  How can we listen carefully and correctly to God?   

The Lord called to Samuel 4 times. After the third time, Eli realized it was God speaking to Samuel and 
told him to respond by saying, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”  How can we listen?  Pray; 
talk to people we trust; see how a message fits with the Bible. 

 
REMEMBER: PROPHETS SOMETIMES TELL ABOUT THE FUTURE,  

BUT THEY ESPECIALLY SPEAK ABOUT GOD’S JUSTICE AND HOW WE SHOULD LIVE NOW! 
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3. THINK ABOUT IT; APPLY IT TO LIFE; WRITE MAIN IDEAS: (LESS THAN FIVE MINUTES FOR THIS PART.) Prophets 
spoke God’s Word to the people of Israel.  Read Ezekiel 2:7-3:4. What did God instruct Ezekiel to do?  What is the scroll? 
 God told Ezekiel to speak His Words whether the Israelites listen or not.  He also commanded Ezekiel to  
 open his mouth and eat a scroll God gave him. The scroll is God’s very Word to the people of Israel. It was  
 filled with lament and mourning. 

 4.  Prophets often speak of sin and repentance in hopes of bringing people back to 
God.  Read 1 Kings 18:17-40. In verses 18 and 21 it tells the problem that the 
Israelites are facing in their relationship with God.  What is their sin? 
 Following and worshipping Baal. 
  5.  How would you describe Elijah’s behavior toward the prophets of Baal? How    
  would you explain what happens in verse 38?   

Answers will vary.  Elijah is mocking toward the prophets of Baal because he 
knows they worship a false god. When the God of Israel wins the contest, it 
can only be seen as a mighty miracle.  
 

Digging Deeper: Questions to ponder with extra time 
So, we know that prophets need to listen for God’s voice; that they speak God’s 
Word to the people; and that they try to bring people back to God by identifying 
their sin. Prophets also were the champions of the poor, the widows, the orphans, 
the sick. They often spoke out against the rich and powerful, and defended those 
of lower class. Read Amos 5:24 and Micah 6:8. What does it mean to “do justice”? 
or to “let justice roll down like mighty water”? In what ways have you seen justice done (or not done) in our 
world today? 
 To do justice means to show fairness to everyone; to do what is right according to God’s law of  

love. Since God’s love is merciful and kind, we also must show mercy and kindness to others— all 
others.  Doing justice means to be active in helping those who are suffering due to economic 
oppression, racial prejudices, illnesses, etc.  To do justice means to pick up the cause and work for the 
well-being of all people in our world. 

Many of the prophets foretold of the coming Messiah. Read Isaiah 53:7-12. Compare this passage with things 
you know about the death of Jesus.  (See also Matthew 27:27-31, 38, 57-61 and John 3:16-17) What 
similarities or parallels do you see between the prophecies and the death of Christ?  

 When Jesus was brought before Pilate and accused of various crimes, he did not defend himself (Is 53, 
“He did not open his mouth”). When the crowds were stirred up and Pilate washed his hands of the 
situation, Jesus was sentenced to death (Is 53 “By a perversion of justice he was taken away”). He was 
crucified in the company of thieves and criminals (Is 53 “They made his grave with the wicked”).  A rich 
man, Joseph of Arimathea, provided the tomb where Jesus’ body was placed (Is 53 “and his tomb with 
the rich”). “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son… he came not to condemn the 
world, but to save it.” (Is 53, “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain… he bore the sins of 
many and made intercession for the transgressors”). 
 

-DiD you know- 

There are 3 major 
prophets and 12 minor 
prophets. They are 
labeled major and 
minor according to how 
long or short their book 
is in the Bible. Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 
are longer books and 
are therefore 
considered the major 
prophets. Occasionally 
Daniel is also 
considered a major 
prophet. 


