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We Need Your Help, Church
Our fi nancial situation here at Calvary is quickly eroding. A combination of issues such as snowstorms, building problems, lower 
off erings, and now COVID-19 have brought us into a perilous fi nancial position.

We need your help, Church.

We’ve reduced our church staff  to 80 percent time and salaries. We’ve been approved to pay interest-only on our mortgage for 
three months. We’ve furloughed staff  and (hopefully, temporarily) closed our preschool, converting it into a child care center for 
the duration of this pandemic.

We need your help, Church.

I, and your fellow Leadership, acknowledge that we’ve made some missteps and had too much blind 
faith in lofty budgets. There will be time for longer conversations, for more transparency, for more 
reckoning.

But, for now, for today, we need your help, Church.

Please visit RebelGive, through CalvaryBemidji.org or use the enclosed envelope to make a gift.
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Calvary's Online Worship Services
Please join us for our online worship while we are in this period of staying at home.  You can fi nd and view our worship services 
online at  www.calvarybemidji.org/sermons/.  Our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji, will also have links to our 
online worship, as well as keep you informed of any and all changes or updates that the staff , council, or church as a whole would 
like you to know.  We would like to thank everyone for continuing to join in for worship through these diffi  cult times.

It is important for all of us to stay connected and support each other as best we can.  We, the Calvary staff  and council, want you 
all to know that we truly appreciate each and every one of you and consider you all as part of our family.  Please let us know of 
any prayer requests, God sightings, or other information through our Facebook page.

Please, stay safe, healthy, and fi nd joy in the world!

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/giving-generously/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/sermons/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/sermons/
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji


2

A Letter to Our Congregational Family
Dear Calvary Church Family,

We pray this fi nds you healthy and safe during these uncharted times. Per recommendations from the 
CDC and our synod, we will not be physically gathering at Calvary Lutheran for worship services or other 
programming for the time-being in order to be socially responsible and in hopes of ‘lowering the curve’. We 
are not ‘canceling church’ - we are providing programming and worship service opportunities online through 
our website, Facebook page, and email to the best of our abilities. We pray these services, programs and 
resources will be a huge blessing to you and your families.  If paper resources are needed, please let us 
know.  We will fi nd a way to provide you with them.

We want to continue to know your needs (spiritual, physical, emotional) so that we can continue to care for 
each other.  So, please be in touch with us through phone calls, emails, and our website.  Our pastors are 
available through our emergency pager number, at 218-308-6654.

Your council leadership will continue to monitor the guidelines and recommendations given to us by our 
health care experts.  We look forward to the day when we can come back together to worship and celebrate 
the new ways we learned how to be the church in this great community of Bemidji.

Our hope is that our fi nancial giving will continue to be strong through this long sabbath period where we 
won’t be worshipping together in person.  We know there will be many organizations looking for extra dollars 
and help.  But please remember your church, the people we have employed and for the ministry that is still 
happening, even though it looks diff erently.  We need your help in maintaining what we do have so that we 
can thrive during this season of history.  Online giving is easy and convenient.  Mailing in checks and also 
making contributions from your RMD are all ways of fi nancially supporting the ministry at Calvary.  Every 
dollar matters and is appreciated!

Wherever there is a change or setback in life, there are multiple opportunities for new discoveries. We believe 
God is and will continue to work in and through these times – opening doors for new ways to worship, study 
God's Word, grow in Christ, create relationships, and be faithful disciples who love God and love others.

Our prayer at Calvary is that we can provide, in Christ, a fi rm-foundation for you during these changing and 
challenging times. Please stay connected and in communication with us at our website, www.calvarybemidji.
org and our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji/.

ACTIVITIES TO DO IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD TO FURTHER YOUR FAITH:
• Pick a book of the Bible and read a chapter (or two) a day.

• Pray, pray, pray – for medical staff  & researchers, for the vulnerable & those at high-risk, for those 
struggling to provide for themselves & their families, for peace, for faith, for God’s presence…

• Come up with opportunities to serve others. Send a card to a grandparent, call a friend, buy groceries or 
gas for someone at a store, send someone a gift card... “It is more blessed to give than to receive” Acts 20:35     

• Watch and read more about “The Bible”: https://bibleproject.com/explore/ Pick a book, theme or topic of 
your choosing to learn more about (5-7 minute videos)

• Start a devotional plan on the YouVersion Bible App: https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/ Download 
the app and select plans. There are thousands to choose from on numerous topics. And you can link your 
plans with ‘family/friends’.

God is leading, good people of Calvary Lutheran Church, may we follow and see as God sees!  

Calvary Lutheran Church Council & Staff 

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/meet-our-team/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji
https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/
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Calvary's Tele-Care Team
As we all adjust to the new reality we fi nd ourselves in, for the time 
being, it's important to stay connected in the ways that we can.  To 
help stay in touch, Calvary has launched a Tele-Care team to be 
in phone contact with all of our Calvary family during this time of 
isolation.  One of our volunteers will be calling each Calvary family 
once a week every couple of weeks to check in, see if help is needed, 
and off er prayer together.

We are looking for folks to join our Action 
Team that will provide help when it's needed.  
If you are interested, please reach out to 
Pastor Jeremiah via email at revholst@
calvarybemidji.org.

Calvary's Call to Action from Council 
President Bethany Wesley
In late March, Bethany created a message that was presented 
during our fi rst, totally online worship service together.  Please, visit 
our Sermons page on our website to view her video and hear the 
message that she has for our congregation.

Your continued fi nancial support for Calvary is 
vital during these challenging times as we seek 
to be a presence and blessing in Christ for the 
sake of the world.

Please visit our giving page to give your off ering 
in order to support God's mission in our church. 

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - CALVARY'S BUILDING
As you may have heard, we’re facing a building issue this year.  The south wall of the church has been facing some deterioration due to a 
design fl aw (no gutters and no roof overhang).  The rain and early heavy snow from last autumn caused water to run down off  the roof into 
the stucco, and as the water froze this winter, it pushed the stucco away from the wall, causing more damage.

Because of this, our second off ering for April will be for this project!  We’re challenging ourselves as a church family to raise $5,500 toward 
the cost of repairs.  Second off erings can be made through RebelGive online, or mailed to the church with a memo for April second off ering.  
Thank you for your continued dedication to God’s Mission through Calvary!

Scholarship Opportunity!
Calvary Lutheran Church Foundation College Scholarship Calvary 
Lutheran Church Foundation is pleased to facilitate support up to 
the amount of $300.00 each year for up to four years for college-
aged youth who have been active in the life of our congregation.  
Scholarship applications will be reviewed by the Foundation Board. 

Contact Nicholle Bieberdorf 
(by phone at 218-766-8063 
or email nicbiebs95@gmail.
com) for more information or 
an application. The deadline 
for this scholarship application 
is May 1, 2020.

Holy Week/Easter Service
We will be participating in our usual Holy Week and Easter 
services.  This will follow our current format of online worship, 
so keep an eye out for them through ENews, Facebook, and our 
website.  We will join together with our church family as best we 
can using our online venues.  Please, feel free to respond and sing 
along during these services with your family in you homes.  We will 
be singing alongside you!  We look forward to being with you in 
spirit for this most holy week!

PS Open House
Please check www.calvarybemidjipreschool.org 
for information and instructions regarding our 
virtual open house.  If you have any questions, 
please email Joan at Joan@CalvaryBemidji.org.

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/monthly-ministry-partners/
http://www.calvarybemidjipreschool.org/


Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!

All Shall Be Well, and All Shall Be Well, and 
All Manner of Things Shall Be Well
In recent days, I’ve been fi nding my mind wandering back to this quote from Julian of Norwich, a Christian mystic who 
lived through a series of plagues during the middle ages in England. Julian herself became deathly ill during one of 
the outbreaks and had a vision of Christ speaking these words of comfort to her. Her visions profoundly infl uenced her 
theology, and inspired her to write a book, “Revelations of Divine Love,” which continues to bring a word of reassurance 
and hope in times of stress, fear, and uncertainty.

We’re living through such a time right now, I think. For many of us, worries of health, either for ourselves or our loved 
ones, are a very real part of our daily world. Economic worries build as well, as we deal with reduced hours, layoff s, and 
falling investments. Uncertainty has made a home in us, at least for a time.

Uncertainty is uncomfortable – it strikes at our security, our calm, our stability. And uncertainty is amplifi ed by isolation; 
when we are cut off  from others, we can feel alone against an uncertain future.

Which is why it is so important for us to cling to what we are certain of. As the old hymn reminds us, “No storm can shake 
my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?” 
Dear church, we have a God who stands with us always. A God who reminds us that even in the darkest hours of Good 
Friday, Easter is coming. And it is up to us, as the body of Christ in the world, to help each other and remind one another 
of this truth. We may not be able to meet together, but we are not alone. I encourage all of you to be in touch with your 
friends, neighbors, and relatives. Call, write, email. Remind each other of the truth we have in Christ - that we are known, 
we are loved, and we are together. Pray together often.

If you need help, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We as your pastors are here to listen, talk, and pray. And remember 
always that Christ stands with us – reminding us, as he reminded Julian, that All shall be well, and all shall be well, and 
all manner of thing shall be well.

- Pr. Jeremiah

May the God of hope fi ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. – Romans 15:13

CALVARY LUTHERAN EMERGENCY PAGER: 218-308-6654

24 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT: 1-800-422-0045

CHURCHES UNITED OF BEMIDJI: 218-444-1380

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/



