
Photo: In darkness there is light, 
and that light is Jesus. 

Ephesians 5:5-14 
How Should We Act? 
 
We resume our study with Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. We rejoice once 
again to know that Christ has risen. He has risen, indeed.  Paul writes, “For 
this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous 
man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be 
partakers with them; for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in 
the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all 
goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even 
expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by 
them in secret. But all things become visible when they are exposed by the 
light, for everything that becomes visible is light. For this reason, it says, 
 
 “Awake, sleeper, 
And arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.” 
 
Every Day with God 
We are dead in sin. Paul reminds us that as 
believers we will arise, and Christ will shine on us. 
Paul also reminds us what we need to do. 
 
Paul tells us that the wrath of God comes upon us who disobey Christ. He 
reminds us to do what is pleasing to God. He tells us not to participate in the 
unfruitful deeds of darkness. What are these deeds? 
 
You and I know what these deeds are because our conscious tells us. That 
conscious is the Holy Spirit whispering in our ear to “walk as children of light.” 
As difficult as it is at times to avoid darkness, we must listen to what the Holy 
Spirit is telling us, “arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 
Prayer: Help me, Jesus, to avoid the darkness. 
 
 
 


