
Holy Week in a Carton 

 

This Holy Week we invite you and your family to journey through the stories of Jesus’ last days, with a fun and 

interactive Easter Egg hunt.  

 

Supplies:   

 

1. 12 plastic Easter Eggs 

2. A Bible or you can read from the list below 

3. A permanent marker to number eggs  

4. A small leaf or something resembling a palm branch 
5. 3 dimes and a short piece of rope or twine 

6. A piece of bread and a small toy cup (if you have one) 

7. A small flower 

8. A leather whip (leather necklace works) and a small piece of purple fabric 

9. Something that resembles a crown of thorns like, a snip of rose thorn or a thin stick twisted into a ring 

10. Toothpicks formed into a cross and a couple of nails 

11. A dice and a piece of fabric 

12. A small spear looking object or another toothpick 

13. A thin piece of white linen or gauze fabric 

14. A small rock 

15. Nothing (the last egg is empty) 
 

The above supply items are intended to be easy to find around your home. Don’t worry if you are missing any 

of the items, please draw a picture of the item you are missing to put in the egg.  

 

Instructions: 

 

• Collect the small items (listed above) from around your home.  

• Number eggs and put the items inside. 

• Hide eggs around your home (outside too).  

• Send your kids out to find eggs.  

• Sit down as a family, open the eggs one at a time (in order), talk about the item inside each egg, and read 

the Bible verses for each egg.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Egg #1  

Item: A small leaf or something resembling a palm branch 

Bible Reading: 1 Matthew 21:1-9 

 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

21 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 

a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 

needs them.’ And he will send them immediately. 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

Egg #2  

Items: 3 Dimes and a short piece of rope or twine  

Bible Reading: Matthew 26:14-16, 47-50, 27:1-5 

 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you 

give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he began to 

look for an opportunity to betray him. 

 

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and 

clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 

“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 

kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 

and arrested him. 

 

Jesus Brought before Pilate 

27 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in 

order to bring about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

The Suicide of Judas 

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of 

silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, 

“What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he 

went and hanged himself. 

 



Egg #3 

Item: A piece of bread and a tiny toy cup (if you have one) 

Bible Reading: Matthew 26:17-19, 26-28, Exodus 12:23 

 

The Passover with the Disciples 
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the 

preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The 

Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 So the disciples did 

as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 
23 For the Lord will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the 

two doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike 

you down. 

 

Egg #4 

Item: A small flower (represents the garden) 

Bible Reading: Mark 14:32-42 

 

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took with 

him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 34 And he said to them, “I am deeply 

grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 

ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, “Abba, Father, for you all 

things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37 He came and found 

them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? 38 Keep 

awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And once more he came and found 

them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41 He came a third 

time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of 

Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Egg #5 

Items: A leather whip (leather necklace works) and a small piece of purple fabric 

Bible Reading: John 19:1-15 and Matthew 27:27-31 

 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

and striking him on the face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 

you know that I find no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 

“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 

him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 

claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his headquarters again and asked 

Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to 

speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered 

him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who 

handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried 

out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 

against the emperor.” 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The 

Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was 

about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! 

Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 

but the emperor.” 

 

Egg #6 

Item: Something that resembles a crown of thorns or a snip of rose thorn (a thin stick twisted into a ring) 

Bible Reading: Matthew 27:29-31 

 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 

cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a 

crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking 

him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Egg #7  

Items: Toothpicks formed into a cross and a couple of nails 

Bible Reading: John 19:16-22 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, 

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 

with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the 

Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate 

answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 

Egg #8 

Item: A dice and a piece of fabric 

Bible Reading: John 19:23-25 

 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each 

soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said 

to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture 

says, 

“They divided my clothes among themselves, 

and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
25 And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 

 

Egg #9  

Item: A small spear looking object or another toothpick 

Bible Reading: John 19:31-37 

 

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, 

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the 

crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 

the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 

they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and 

water came out. 35 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 

knows that he tells the truth.) 36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his 

bones shall be broken.” 37 And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they 

have pierced.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Egg #10 

Item: A thin piece of white linen or gauze fabric  

Bible Reading: Matthew 27:57-61 

 

The Burial of Jesus 
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 

Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph 

took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the 

rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 

Egg #11 

Item: A small rock 

Bible Reading: Matthew 28:1-3 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

28 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 

the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 

and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 

 

Egg #12 

Item: Nothing – This egg is empty to represent the empty tomb 

Bible Reading: Matthew 28:5-8 

 
5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 

and ran to tell his disciples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


