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Reopening Process at Calvary
The Calvary council and staff  are monitoring closely what the health and state offi  cials are advising for reopening the church.  
Our goal is to publish a document for the congregation to see once we can start phasing back in to some ministry opportunities. 
When we informally polled the congregation about an outdoor worship opportunity some are interested in being together sooner 
than later but almost everyone 
expressed some concern about 
safety and about how to establish 
appropriate boundaries with 
others.  It is hard to be Minnesota 
nice and ask people to keep their 
distance.  Much of what we do 
in worship (singing, speaking 
responsively, sitting in rows, and 
being around a diverse and large 
amount of people for up to one 
hour) is a lot of what puts us at 
a higher risk.  So, we need to 
have a plan to make people feel 
safe and able to worship God.  
Thank you for your patience and 
your prayers as we navigate this 
important situation.
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Thank You Polly for All of Your Hard Work and Dedication!
Our Calvary family was informed this past month that Polly, our Church Administrator, will no longer be working at Calvary beginning July 1. As 
we look back at the past eight and a half years that she has been employed here at Calvary we can remember times that made us think, laugh, 
smile, and challenge ourselves and others to be better people. We know how important she has been to our staff  and congregation. In this time 
of change, we must remember the good times we’ve had with her and not be saddened by her departure from our staff  team. She has been a 
great administrator for Calvary and a better friend for those lucky enough to know her. We love you, Polly!

We invite our congregation to wish her well and send her off  with great memories and well wishes. Since we cannot meet in person to see her 
off  at this time, we welcome anyone and everyone to participate in a card shower in her honor. Write a heartfelt or supportive message in a 
card and send it to her house. We can’t meet together at this time, but we can show her that we are together in hoping she fi nds even more 
happiness and fulfi llment than we have seen her enjoy with us.

Address your cards to Polly Merhar at 9960 Knappen Hill Rd NE, Bemidji, MN.
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Hangout Club
CALVARY'S NEW "ONLINE" CLUB
Calvary's new club will be starting in July.  (As a reminder, this is 
part of Vicar Daphne's Internship Project.)

This Club is a fellowship 'hangout' group.  It will be meeting in parks 
and in people's homes/yards- socially distancing required.  This 
group is going to require you to bring yourself, a lawn chair/blanket, 
your own drinks/food and be willing to get to know some people 
of all ages at Calvary!  Come and relax, visit and learn something 
about your neighbor!

Our fi rst meeting date is still being fi nalized, but hurry and sign up 
for a spot today - limited to 10 people!!  Contact Vicar Daphne if 
you're interested - vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB
The second Calvary Club is a Theology Book Club, which will be 
reading and discussing the book titled: The Captivation of the Will 
by Gerhard O. Forde.  We'll be meeting in a hybrid format, initially 
online using google meet, but moving to in-person someday (if the 
group wants to).  We'll meet starting the week of Thursday, July 16 
during a weekday evening, with a start date of 7:00 pm.  The group 
will meet weekly to discuss one chapter per week.  Pr. Jeremiah 
and Vicar Daphne will be leading this club.  Group participation will 
include purchasing the book yourself, perhaps a study guide as 
well, a yearning for learning about Lutheran theology - mainly law 
and gospel, and a smile.  

This is limited to 10 people - so contact Vicar Daphne today, to sign 
up!  vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org!

CALVARY BOOK CLUB
Our book club will be meeting on Monday, June 29 from 1:00-2:30 
pm on zoom.  We'll be discussing Book #4 in the Potluck Club 
book series (also known as book #1 in the Potluck Club Catering 
Club series) titled: The Secret's in the Sauce by Linda Evans 
Shepherd and Eva Marie Everson.  Please join us!  Sometime in 
July or August we'll be discussing the 5th book of the series titled: 
A Taste of Fame.  Please contact Vicar Daphne if you need more 
information, the zoom link, or would like to join this really fun and 
lighthearted, faith-based book club!

Fall Programs at Calvary
Our staff  is talking, thinking, and brainstorming options for fall 
programming here at Calvary! Programs like Sunday School, 
Confi rmation, and CLUB, will all have a new look and feel. Watch 
our website, Facebook, and E-News for updates and information.  

See Calvary's July Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Home Communion
I remember bringing home communion to a congregation member 
when I was in seminary out on the west coast.  She had recently 
had surgery, and was unable to come to church while she healed.  
When we had fi nished and I was getting ready to go, I noticed that 
she had tears in her eyes, and I asked if something was wrong.  
She said, "No, Jeremiah, it's just that this is the fi rst thing that's 
made me feel normal in weeks.  It's a good reminder."

"Normal" is something that many of us are still looking for, especially 
in a time of pandemic.  One of the reasons that God has given us 
rituals like communion and the church liturgy is that they give us 
a framework to hold on to when it seems things are spiraling out 
of our control.  While we still will likely not be back to "normal" 
for a while, if you're looking for a "good reminder," like my west 
coast friend was, we do have resources for home communion on 
the Calvary website.  Sharing communion with family at home is not 
quite the same experience as sharing it at the church building, but it 
IS the same meal.  Christ promises to be present, and to remind us 
of the family that we all share, no matter where we fi nd ourselves.  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

- Pr. Jeremiah  

We are the church, wherever we are! View our Home Communion 
Training video at youtube.com/watch?v=g-8pgGQaw5c.

Bemidji Area Church Musicians
BACM has been sharing their recitals Wednesdays at noon online 
on their Facebook page (facebook.com/BACMusicans/) and 
YouTube channel (https://tinyurl.com/y7ykmleb). Starting Saturday, 
July 4, the recitals will also be broadcast weekly on Lakeland Public 
Television (channel 9) at 4:30 pm (right before Lawrence Welk), and 
every Sunday, starting July 5, at 10:00 am.  BACM thanks LPTV for 
providing this broadcast service so that those that cannot access 
the recitals online can still be blessed by our music.  Please share 
this information with all that may enjoy this gift of music!

Calvary’s Youth Mission Trips 2020
This summer, Youthworks, the planning organization for youth 
mission trips, has decided to cancel all destination mission trips 
this summer due to Covid-19 safety concerns. While we completely 
understand, we are saddened at the missed opportunity to go and 
share the love of God with our neighbors in Duluth and Benton 
Harbor, MI. We are praying that in the summer of 2021 we will 
be able to go and share again! We give thanks to the Calvary 
families who continue to support and invest in short-term missions 
at Calvary and beyond. These are a huge part of our Calvary DNA, 
and we look forward to planning and going in the future. For now, 
as individuals and families, we focus on our everyday mission – to 
share the love of God with our words and actions to everyone we 
meet in our daily life.

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/f5b58c96-3ef4-487e-87ba-32de94516760.pdf
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FINANCIAL REPORT
May  Income  Expenses

General Fund .... $87,537.45 .......... $2,216.34
 Y-T-D.............$416,119.45 ........ $241,066.34 
 Preschool ... $17,567 ............... $1,933
 Y-T-D.............$260,251............. $264,271

Gen. Fund is Jan.-Dec.; Preschool is July-June

Cash & Receivables ...................... $245,619

May Ministry Partner: 
Calvary's Building Repair: ............... .$5,590

Calvary Foundation Balance:  ...... .$41,252

Baptisms at Calvary
Are you are interested in having your child(ren) baptized this 
summer and beyond? Baptisms will look and feel a little diff erent 
for a while, but we can defi nitely still have them. If you are 
interested in baptism please contact Kim Warren (kwarren@
calvarybemidji.org) to schedule. Baptisms will be video recorded 
with one of our pastors and a small group of people (including 
parents and sponsors), then the video will be added to online 
worship service for your scheduled Sunday.    

Calvary Care Cards
Calling all people who like to write letters, notes, or cards! Care 
Cards is a new ministry at Calvary aimed at providing another 
way for us to connect with our Calvary family during this time 
of separation.  To join this important new ministry, follow these 
simple steps:

1.) Contact Vicar Daphne to join the writing team and get a list of 
folks to write to!  Email at vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org.

2.) Use stationary or cards that you have at home to write each 
person on your list a heartfelt card and mail it to them!

Calvary's New Budget Plan
Due to the many changes we have experienced as a result of  
Coronavirus, our council is working on a new 2020 budget that 
will better represent our current fi nancial situation (both income 
and expenses.)  The new budget will go into eff ect in August and 
will guide us through the end of this year.  A secondary budget 
will also be worked on that will run from  this August through 
July 2021, which will include the preschool and see if it would 
be a good fi t for our congregation.  We will still have our regular 
annual meeting in January, per our constitution, where we will 
make recommendations based on what we learned through this 
process.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER
NORTHWOODS CAREGIVERS AND LUTHERAN 
SOCIAL SERVICE’S MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM
Our congregation and community include people of all ages. This month, our ministry partners are organizations that connect with and serve 
elders in our community. Meals on Wheels is a program that delivers meals to people in their homes; it’s one of many programs through 
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota.  Northwoods Caregivers provides respite care, shopping help, transportation, and many other services 
for neighbors who can use this assistance.  Calvary is a long-time supporter of both of these vital ministries.  Remember, partnership is more 
than money! Visit northwoodscaregivers.org to fi nd out how you can lend a hand.

CALVARY'S SECOND OFFERING TREASURE CHEST 

Calvary's second off ering treasure chest has moved to the hallway near our back door #6.  We are looking for 
hand sanitizer, Kleenex, masks (that can be given away), yard sticks, and Lysol wipes to have supplies on hand 
as we begin to make steps to reopen.  All donations are welcome!

Looking for resources?  Check the welcome desk located near the treasure chest for Christ in our Home and 
other devotional resources. 

Maintenance Help at Calvary
We give thanks to Jack McNamara for the work he has done 
for Calvary. Due to the closure of our building (except childcare) 
and the lack of hours we were able to give our day custodian, 
we  made the diffi  cult decision to eliminate the position for the 
time being.  If you are interested in helping Calvary with some 
maintenance projects or repairs, please contact Pastor Genelle.  
Thank you to Tom Sand who has volunteered to take on the 
church lawn mowing for the summer.

Save the Date: Calvary’s Virtual VBS
ROCKY RAILWAY - AUGUST 3-7

We will have all your VBS 
favorites (songs, skits, stories, 
vids and more) available each 
morning August 3-7 for you 
to participate in virtually from 
your home. This is going to be 
a blast!!! Stay tuned for more 
information on Calvary’s website 
and Facebook page.



Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!

Getting to Know Council-at-Large Member, Melissa Meyer
Hi, my name is Melissa Meyer.  I have been going to Calvary for the past fi ve or so years.  I had been a member in 
the past and was married here when we fi rst moved to Bemidji 15 years ago.  I have been on council for 2 1/2 years 
and have enjoyed learning the inner workings of the church and making new friendships with other council members.  
I am a PA at the walk-in clinic.  I have been there for the entirety of the time I have lived here.  I hope to spread the 
love of God every day, to each of my patients, by showing them an attentive listening ear and a friendly smiling face.  
I take this very seriously and hope to be making a diff erence to the people that we serve.  I love our church and the 
strong programs we get to enjoy.   My family is involved in confi rmation, mission trips, cemetery care, and adult ed, in 
addition to worship services.   I love having three diff erent pastors, their teaching styles and diff erent takes on topics. 
This year we have been blessed by Pr. Jeremiah’s presence in confi rmation and that has been wonderful.  He is a great teacher and is able to 
hold the kids' attention quite well.  I am blessed to be a part of such a vital congregation.

COUNCIL UPDATE
A Finance sub-committee was formed earlier this spring to help navigate the church’s fi nancial situation during the Covid-19 crisis and with the 
help of church staff , to ensure the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funds are utilized in a manner where the loan will be forgiven.  Paul 
Iverson, whom previously served as the Church Treasurer, has agreed to assist with transitioning the fi nancial duties of the Church Administrator, 
while also leading the eff ort to prepare a revised budget in recognition of the new environment we now operate as a church.  As of June 20, we 
have received contributions of $27,658, along with a $20,000 grant from the Neilson Foundation to be used for the building repairs!

CALVARY LUTHERAN EMERGENCY PAGER: 218-308-6654

24 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT: 1-800-422-0045

CHURCHES UNITED OF BEMIDJI: 218-444-1380
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A Refl ection on Societal Issues by Greg Snyder
In the wake of George Floyd’s killing and the protests/riots in Minneapolis, I received an email from our department 
diversity and inclusion coordinator. She and I both work on our department hiring process. She lives in the Midway 
neighborhood in Minneapolis and spent some time describing the burning businesses, sirens, and helicopters 
fl ying all night long.

She also noted that she has spent the past 15 years of her career trying to get institutions to address racism and 
other isms. People credit her work at The Saint Paul Foundation for some of the policy debates around equity that 
are going on now and some of the work she did around civic engagement at Minnesota Department of Human 
Resources is still continuing. But in light of current events, she has concluded that her work wasn’t enough and 
institutions keep perpetuating the same outcomes.

She had a personal ask for me as a white person:
• Figure out how to center equity in your work and listen to BIPOC (black, indigenous and people of color) voices.
• Speak up about equity and not give up when someone higher up says no. If the fi rst path you suggest doesn’t work out, please keep working 

it and try another. So many people have deferred to me or other BIPOC voices to be the ones challenging. I appreciate the respect of my 
expertise, but you should know that we have suff ered consequences for this. You need to share the risk with us.

• Speak up in a way that doesn’t overshadow BIPOC people so this requires being in relationship with them.

I responded, thanking her for her e-mail. I went on to say how sad and distraught I was to hear what she was going through in her neighborhood, 
and said I would pray for her safety and well-being. I said, that as a person of faith and as a fellow citizen, that I am committed to working on her 
specifi cs asks of me as a white person. I told her that I’m becoming more aware of white privilege that is built into our societal institutions, and 
of my own naiveté regarding systemic racism. I fi nished by thanking her for her work and I wishing her strength and comfort. I told her I wanted 
to keep working on these issues together and assured her that I was not only a colleague, but a friend... Read Greg's full article in our online 
newsletter!


