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Reopening Process at Calvary
Calvary's COVID preparedness plan is complete.  We have new protocols for staff  to occasionally work in the offi  ce, meet by appointment and record 
worship and faith formation activities.  The chart pictured here showing when we will move into new phases as we learn more about the disease and 
how it aff ects us in Northern Minnesota.  We will continue to prioritize our building to provide much needed child care to families in our community.
In regards to gathering in our sanctuary 
for any kind of religious event (worship, 
a memorial and wedding, etc.) we have 
seating capacity for 421 people plus 
eight chairs for a total of 429 people 
sitting shoulder to shoulder (which is not 
common without a pandemic).  At 50%, 
which is what the governor has allowed, 
would let us seat 214 people. There is a 
distance of three feet between pews so 
we would have to use every other pew. 
This only allows for 197 people seated 
right next to each other.  With six feet 
distancing in every way we could have 
a maximum of 75-80 people gather 
safely.  Limiting the amount of time we 
are in the same space is also a crucial 
part.  So we are exploring ways to have 
shorter gatherings (maximum time 
of one half hour) to have meaningful 
worship experiences.  August 12 our 
council will be making the decision for 
fall worship and programming onsite.  
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Building Repairs Update. 
It is with great JOY that we celebrate that the south and east wall of the building have been fi xed! New chipboard, OSB, and studs are installed, 
gutters have been installed, and the EIFS has been reattached to the building and repainted.  It seems that most of the damage occured due to 
caulking over the weep holes on the windows around these two sides of the building, storing water too long behind the EIFS.  We are so grateful for 
the work of Davis Drywall, Stordahl Construction, Lundin Contractors, Clarity Glass, and others who gave input, bids and insight into this building 
repair process.  A big thanks to Joan for managing the project and ALL of you who gave faithfully above and beyond your off erings to have us 
quickly fi x this problem.  We have one more roofi ng problem, unrelated to these repairs, that will be accessed next and completed  by the end of 
the summer. 
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Calvary Clubs
Calvary Clubs are FANTASTIC!!  Want to join in the fun??  

Theology Book Club is meeting once a week via zoom in 
the evenings from 7-8:30 pm.  Please contact Vicar Daphne 
if you'd like to join!  Fellowship Club- Get to know others 
in the congregation - Fellowship Club is meeting every two 
weeks - 3 spots available!  Contact Vicar Daphne to join!  Care 
Cards Club - writing thank you, prayer, birthday, and other 
letter writing options!  Contact Vicar Daphne to join!  Gather 
Bible Study Club - meets every other week - on zoom!  
Contact Vicar Daphne to join!  Quilting Club is meeting in 
person - Contact Vivian Anderson to join!  Marigold Circle 
Club is meeting in person in peoples homes - Contact Elaine 
Iverson to join!  Men's Bible Study Club is meeting at Perkins 
- Contact Bill Beyer to join!  Calvary Crafters Club is meeting 
in person - at local parks - Contact Cheryl Colford to join!

Want to start a new Calvary Club?  Vicar Daphne is EAGER to 
help you!!  Contact her today to get one started!!

THEOLOGY BOOK CLUB

The Theology book club is reading and discussing the book 
titled, "The Captivation of the Will". Vicar Daphne and Pastor 
Jeremiah are leading the discussions. Want to join in? We 
have 1 spot still available! Contact Vicar Daphne to join! Future 
discussions are Thursday, July 30 at 7pm on zoom (led by 
Pastor Jeremiah) and Tuesday, August 4 at 7pm on zoom (led 
by Vicar Daphne). 

CALVARY BOOK CLUB

Will be meeting in August and discussing the 5th Potluck Club 
book series book!! Contact Vicar Daphne for date and time as 
they may have changed. 

NEW CLUBS

Please contact Vicar Daphne if any of these topics interest 
you!  I'm looking at starting more small group clubs in August 
but I need your help!!  With my internship project end date 
fast approaching (September 1), I'd love to help more people 
at Calvary fi nd new small groups with a cap of 10 people 
each, to fellowship together.   Let's fi nd new ways to be a 
faith community.  Online.  Hybrid.  In person.  Tell me what 
you want!!  Connect with me - let's have a conversation!

What Makes Calvary - Calvary? 
PART ONE: YOUTH

Have you ever asked a Bemidji community member about Calvary Lutheran 
Church? Over the years, Calvary has become well-known in the Bemidji 
area for its youth programming and its short-term mission trips. These 
ministries make Calvary a missionary outpost, especially with youth, in two 
ways. Not only do we engage youth in and around the Bemidji community 
in many diff erent programs and events, but we also send many youth and 
young adults out to be a blessing to others through short-term mission trip 
opportunities.

Did you know, in the summer of 2019 and spring of 2020, Calvary sent out 
over 100 short-term missionaries to Milwaukee, Denver, Jamaica!! The life-
changing experiences on these trips for participants and for those we serve 
are profound. It is with deep sadness that because of Covid-19 precautions, 
we will not be going on youth mission trips in the summer of 2020, but we 
hope in 2021 to be back on the road!

Calvary also runs many diff erent programs and events locally to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with younger generations. From Sunday school 
(Prek-2nd grade), Calvary Lutheran Preschool, Kingdom Kids (2-5th grade), 
Confi rmation (6-8th grade) and CLUB (9-12th grade), Calvary is an active 
ministry outpost. Along with these weekly programs, many other events 
occur throughout the year at and beyond Calvary like ski trips, retreats, 
service projects, Faith in Actions days, #packthepews worship events and 
more!

With all this coming and going, volunteers and support are crucial to executing 
these ministries. From Kingdom Kid drivers, to Confi rmation guides, to 
mission trip chaperones, a lot of volunteer hours add up every week and 
year. And just in short-term mission trips alone in 2019-2020, participants 
raised and paid over $100,000 to go and share the love of Jesus with others!

Short-term mission trips and youth programming are a longstanding part 
of the DNA of Calvary Lutheran Church! These ministries do not happen 
without your donations, volunteering, and support. If you have never gone on 
a mission trip or volunteered in youth ministry, make it a priority! We are truly 
all blessed to be a part of this congregation and to be a blessing to others in 
our community and around the world. May God be glorifi ed!

See Calvary's August Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Calvary’s Virtual VBS
ROCKY RAILWAY - AUGUST 3-7

We will have all your VBS favorites (songs, 
skits, stories, videos and more) available 
each morning August 3-7 for you to participate 
in virtually from your home.  Each day, August 
3-7 at 9 am VBS will go live on our Facebook 
page and website. Daily videos are about 
45min to an hour long and you can pause them to interact with the 
programming. The daily videos will be available on our website for 
24 hours only, so plan on participating each day August 3-7. On our 
VBS webpage there will be a feedback form, please fi ll it out and let 
us know how virtual VBS worked for your family. 

Here are Some Ideas
Fellowship coff ee hour on zoom
Music group on zoom
Walk and talk hiking group
Prayer path hiking group
Theology - no experts group
Biking group
Food shelf service group
Parenting of teenagers group
Singles during isolation
Spiritual and contemplative practices group
Service project group
Excursion group
Exploring the gospels Bible study group
Grandparents fellowship group
Young adults fellowship group

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/78400c02-34b5-4e9a-9968-41610dff04d3.pdf


Calvary's Revised Budget 
Because of changes to how we are operating during the pandemic 
your church council has decided to revise the budget to refl ect 
the new reality (or at least as well as we can due to the constantly 
changing reality).   We have available a tentative budget covering 
August through December of 2020 available for your review 
here.  To compare numbers, you can view the original approved 
2020 budget here.  The revised budget for those fi ve months 
includes preschool revenue and expenses.  The fi ve-month 
budget is a defi cit budget, but that defi cit is covered by the over 
$200,000 dollars we have received in grants and low interest 
government loans and by our lower expenses.  The tentative 
numbers are an expected revenue of $472,935 and estimated 
expenses of $494,600.  The revenue projection assumes that the 
congregation will continue to give at last year’s giving rate.  We 
invite you to watch a video explanation of the revised budget 
and give your feedback or ask questions. Please contact any of 
our council members. 

GIVING STATEMENTS COMING SOON!   

Look for your midyear fi nancial giving statements in your email 
this month.  If you don't receive one, please contact Garrett at 
gfultz@calvarybemidji.org.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
June  Y-T-D Income  Expenses

General Fund .... $497,603 ............. $429,464.50
Preschool .......... $86,612.75 .......... $120,054.82
(Gen. Fund is on a calendar year, PS is on a Jul 1 - Jun 30 fi scal year.) 

Cash & Receivables ...................... $255,444.46

June Ministry Partner: 
Calvary's Building Repair: ............... .$5,489.03

Calvary Foundation Balance:  ...... .$41,537.63

Rebel Give Summer Challange Update
In May the Calvary council asked the pastors to 
have a summer Rebel Give Challange.  To help with 
our summer budget needs, the council challenged 
your pastors to fi nd 5 households each to try Rebel 
Give this summer.  We are continuing to work on 
the challenge. If you are contacted, all you need to do is be willing 
to try Rebel Give (a free service if you use a checking account) 
to give a donation.  The amount or the frequency doesn't matter, 
it is exposing more people to this automated giving platform that 
matters.  If you agree to give it a try, Garret Fultz, our administrative 
assistant, is our Calvary guru who will help you set up an account 
and walk you through the entire process.  Want to make it easier for 
our pastors?  Volunteer to try it by contacting one of your pastors 
or directly to Garrett and be a part of this summer challenge.  Let's 
do this!

Generosity is what God wants for us and not what God wants 
from us.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - PEOPLES CHURCH
Peoples Church is a vital ministry that supports our local homeless population with food, shelter, 
worship, and community, all of which are critical during this time of pandemic.  A mission congregation 
of the ELCA, Peoples Church of Bemidji is made up of folks from diverse ethnic backgrounds, most 
well-acquainted with poverty and some marginalized in our community.  Peoples Church has been at 
the forefront of caring for some of our most vulnerable neighbors for over 20 years!

CALVARY'S SECOND OFFERING TREASURE CHEST 

Calvary's second off ering treasure chest has moved to the hallway near our back door #6.  We are 
looking for hand sanitizer, Kleenex, masks (that can be given away), yard sticks, and Lysol wipes to have supplies on hand as we begin to 
make steps to reopen.  All donations are welcome!

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR RESOURCES? 

Check the welcome desk located near the treasure chest for Christ in our Home and other devotional resources!

#SUMMERGOALS

*4/5 *4/5*4/5

If you are currently using off ering envelopes to mail in your 
off erings, we kinda ask you to switch to RebelGive.  This will save 
Calvary money in mailing and production costs, and you wont have 
to spend money on sending us checks anymore! 

Bemidji Area Church Musicians
BACM is sharing recitals Wednesdays at noon on their Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.  Recitals will also be broadcast twice 
weekly on Lakeland Public Television (channel 9).  Saturdays at 
4:30 pm (right before Lawrence Welk) and Sundays at 10:00 am.  
BACM thanks LPTV for providing broadcast service those that 
cannot access recitals online can still be blessed by our music.  
Please share this with all that may enjoy this gift of music!

Baptism at Calvary
Are you are interested in having your child(ren) baptized at 
Calvary? Baptisms will look and feel a little diff erent for a while, but 
we can defi nitely still have them. If you are interested in  baptism 
this summer and beyond please contact Kim Warren (kwarren@
calvarybemidji.org) to schedule. Baptisms will be video recorded 
with one of our pastors and a small group of people (including 
parents and sponsors), then the video will be added to the online 
worship service for your scheduled Sunday.    

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/b5bb94f3-b539-4ce9-98d1-c5d5e6dc63a4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/b5bb94f3-b539-4ce9-98d1-c5d5e6dc63a4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/1775cbe4-6d9f-4e79-8022-417ff7f7f290.pdf
https://youtu.be/6T1Q-_YfDpw
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/church-council/


Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!

Getting to Know Council-at-Large Member, Ashley Brue
Hello Church, my name is Ashley Brue, although some may know me better as Ashley Westerman from 
my years growing up at Calvary.  I have been a member of Calvary since my birth, absent only for college 
followed by a few years of working in St. Paul.  I have been a member of the council since January 
2019.  You may also have spotted me in videos shown in church or on Facebook.  I currently work as a 
software engineer for Minnesota State, offi  ced at BSU.  I am married to Titus Brue with whom I have a 
fi ve year old daughter named Bo and three year old son named Webb.  This fall will be the second year 
at Calvary Preschool for Bo and the fi rst for Webb.  I have a long history of loving Calvary Preschool, 
attending myself many years ago.  The program has become such a special place for my children who 
thoroughly love all of the teachers and staff , and we are so thankful for all time, eff ort, and love that is put 
into everything they do.  Don’t forget to wear a mask!

COVID BLESSINGS 

Due to COVID, we were able to be blessed by many loan and grant opportunities that normally we would never qualify for.  Many parishioners 
donated all or a portion of their stimulus checks.  Thank you!  Other income supporting our total of $230,700 included: 
• Payroll Protection Program (PPP) through First National Bank  $159,200 - Staff  Payroll
• Emergency disaster loan      $24,000*- Utilities and Mortgage 
• Emergency disaster grant (loan part of the PPP) thru FNB   $10,000**- As needed expenses 
• MN Child Care grant       $14,500 - Preschool only
• Northwest MN Foundation grant      $3,000 - Building repairs
• George Neilsen Foundation grant     $20,000 - Building repairs
*We have a 30-year $24,000 loan through the SBA at 2.75% interest, approximately $98 a month starting in January 2021.  
** $10,000 of the PPP 5 years at 1% with First National Bank is $171 a month in 2021.  

CALVARY LUTHERAN EMERGENCY PAGER: 218-308-6654

24 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT: 1-800-422-0045

CHURCHES UNITED OF BEMIDJI: 218-444-1380
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Worship Opportunities 
Even though we're not worshiping as we're accustomed to, there are many opportunities for worship life at Calvary!  Here's a roundup of current 
and "coming soon" opportunities:

• Weekly worship service posted Sunday morning on Calvary's website.  Our current sermon series, #askingforafriend, tackles common faith 
questions! Send in any questions you would like answered.  Thank you everyone for continuing to join us for worship through these diffi  cult 
times.  If you haven't attended an online worship yet, try it out!  You can even worship in your pajamas!!

• Weekly drive-in worship with other area Lutherans - For those of you craving something other than online worship, join us for drive-in joint 
worship services!  Each Sunday at 10:00am at the Beltrami County fairgrounds, a gathering of Lutherans including Calvary, First Lutheran, 
and Lutheran Campus Ministry worship from our cars.  Using First Lutheran's short-range radio transmitter, you'll be able to tune in on your 
car radio to hear the pastors as they lead liturgy from a raised platform in the front.  Download the bulletin to your smart device from First 
Lutheran's website (http://www.fl cbemidji.org/) and tune your car radio to 91.1 once you arrive.

• Weekly "Calvary Live" devotional premiered each Thursday at noon on the Calvary Facebook page. We have been missing our mid-week 
worship on Wednesdays!  Actually we miss the entire Calvary Alive Wednesday vibe.  So, this summer, we have been off ering what we 
call Calvary Live!  This is a short devotion each Thursday at noon, song and prayer opportunity with a Calvary staff  or lay person.  Each 
week, we will come to you live for some time together with God.  If you can't make the noon live time, videos will be posted on our Calvary 
Facebook page and website for you to enjoy when it works for you.  Each week tune in and enjoy a mid week inspirational moment together.  
Like us on Facebook, invite your friends and be the church, wherever you are this summer.

• Drive-in communion service - Wednesday, July 29 at 6:15 pm, Calvary will have a short drive-in communion service in the parking lot.  The 
liturgy will be celebrated using our outdoor sound system, and sealed personal communion portions will be distributed through each car 
window.  If you're interested in participating, please reserve your spot on our website.  We plan to off er this service again on Wednesday, 
August 12 and 26, so watch for more information. 

• Home Communion training - Home Communion Ministry extends from Calvary into your home.  Log on to the RESOURCES page on our 
website for directions on how you can celebrate the gift of Holy Communion.  Share the Lord's Supper with one another!

Together, we are the church!  Let's be God's hands and feet.




