2508 Washington Ave SW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Fall Worship Opportunities and More!
•

October worship kicks oﬀ with Conﬁrmation Sunday on October 4! Tune in to see our conﬁrmands publicly share their faith as they transition
to the next phase of their faith journey. Our Sunday worship services will remain virtual through October. We welcome new members on the
11th and have a baptismal festival on the 18th! So much celebrating!

•

Starting Wednesday, September 30 our Wednesday nights will be comprised of a 20 minute virtual worship service premiering at 6:30 pm,
followed by a 20 minute teaching sermon following our conﬁrmation lessons. This is a great opportunity for everyone at Calvary to participate
in All-Calvary Conﬁrmation. Following the weekly teaching time, there will be opportunity to discuss the lesson contents with the pastor on a
Zoom call. Sign ups will be available on the website home page each week so that we can manage the group sizes. We hope to have some
great discussions with you this fall!

•

Weekly drive-in worship at the fairgrounds - Each Sunday at 10:00 am at the Beltrami County fairgrounds, a gathering of Lutherans including
Calvary, First Lutheran, and Lutheran Campus Ministry worship from our cars. Print or download the bulletin to your smart device from First
Lutheran's website (www.ﬂcbemidji.org/) and tune your car radio to 91.1 once you arrive. This service will continue to meet until the snow ﬂies.

•

Have you checked our Calvary’s new KidMin (Kid’s Ministry) webpage? Each week, this webpage is updated with a 10 minute video bible
lesson with lots of activities, games and fun for the whole family! Check it out at www.calvarybemidji.org under Ministries > KidMin!!

•

Hey families with 9-12 graders…Check out our new CLUB (Calvary High school youth group) webpage at www.calvarybemidji.org under
Ministries > High School.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7
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What Makes Calvary - Calvary?

All-Calvary Conﬁrmation

Calvary’s preschool has been in operation since 1986. It is a vital
ministry of Calvary that can bring 84 families into this building.
Monday—Friday from 7:15 am—5:45 pm our halls are ﬁlled with
sound of young disciples and future community leaders! Since
the back addition that includes the gym, classrooms and bigger
bathrooms was built, we have grown the program from a half-day
program in two rooms, to full-day programs with the addition of
child care for enrolled students on the oﬀ-days of preschool.

Conﬁrmation has begun! This year we’re studying Luther’s Small
Catechism, a book written to educate Christians on the basic principles
of faith found in the Ten Commandments, Apostle’s Creed, and the
Sacraments. In the Spirit of Luther’s educational ideal, we’re inviting
all of you to an All-Calvary conﬁrmation year! Each Wednesday night,
please join us at 6:30 for our online praise and worship service, which
includes a teaching time focusing on these conﬁrmation lessons.
Following each service at 7:15, you can join us on Zoom to discuss
the lesson, and even download the conﬁrmation discussion guides to
use yourself! For these resources and more, head on over to www.
calvarybemidji.org/conﬁrmation.

PART THREE: PRESCHOOL

We normally operate three classrooms for preschool and one for
child care with a staﬀ of 12 which includes a preschool director,
four teachers, six assistant teachers and one aide. Since we are
licensed by the Department of Human Services, this staﬀ (including
subs) has a minimum of 24 hours of training per school year; this
does not include mandatory orientation with certain criteria and
hours as well. We have to have CPR, First Aid and AED training
updated every two years. Safety is a number 1 priority of our
preschool so this training prepares us for many situations. We also
have additional training that aids in helping our kids with social and
emotional needs as well.
Some families desire what Calvary’s Preschool can oﬀer their
child but need ﬁnancial assistance to accomplish this. We oﬀer
approximately $5,000 in scholarships every year, some of which
is covered by registration fees and some comes from donations
from church and community members. If this is a place where you
would like to help out a child, donations are always welcome to our
scholarship program.
We are operating with a budget of over $350,000. A large
percentage of this goes to keep quality staﬀ but job salaries are
becoming harder to compete with. We are not able to oﬀer health
insurance for our staﬀ but do oﬀer a pension, some wellness dollars
to oﬀset deductibles and prescription costs and life insurance.
It is a blessing that we have some staﬀ longevity because of their
love of children and working in a Christian setting where the Gospel
and love of Jesus can be shared on a daily basis! We praise God
that we have a place like Calvary to call home for our preschool

New Member Welcome
On October 11th, please join us as we welcome new members to
Calvary’s family during our online Sunday worship. Being a member of
Calvary is a good way to keep up to date on everything that’s happening
around the church, as well as providing opportunities to participate in
the life of the congregation. We’re always looking to expand our church
community! If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
member, we have new member orientation sessions throughout the
year. Please contact Kim or Pastor Jeremiah for more information!

Cemetery Mowing Team ~ Thank You!
A BIG BLESSED and JOYFUL THANK YOU to the Cemetery Mowing
Team for taking such good care of the Calvary Cemetery this season!
Our current mowing team members are Eric Bieberdorf, Randy Frisk,
John & Melissa Rickers, Melissa Meyer, Tom Sand, Bob Bieberdorf,
and Jon & Bev Hodgson.

Food Shelf Volunteers Needed!
Starting October 5, The Bemidji Community Food Shelf will partially
reopen the store to clients. Volunteers, four per shift will be needed to
help in various ways. Please contact the food shelf directly to volunteer
(218)444-6580. What a great way to serve our community!

Thank you!

Annual Calvary Bazaar Postponed

MISSION STATEMENT

Make sure to join us on Saturday, October 30, 2021 for the rescheduled
bazaar!

Calvary Lutheran Christian Preschool
is an outreach ministry of Calvary
Lutheran Church. Our mission is to
provide preschool age children with
quality school readiness opportunities
in a safe and nurturing Christian setting
VISION STATEMENT
To be a premier preschool recognized for empowering our students
to be academic leaders and faithful disciples.

See Calvary's October Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to
wish a happy birthday this month!

God Sightings

SUBMITTED BY A CALVARY MEMBER

My sister Brenda passed on Sunday, September 13, with all of us
surrounding her.
She was so ill before she passed, and her 6 year old grandson, William,
was staying with his other grandmother. Grandma Terri sent this
message to Brenda's husband.
"William is doing okay. I said "I'm sorry to hear that things aren't
going so well with your Nana." He said "She's ready." Me, "Ready for
what?" Will, "Ready to pass away and go to heaven." Then he ran oﬀ
to play. A little bit ago he asked "Do you really get to see God when
you go to heaven?" I replied "Yes, you do!" His face lit up with joy. He
started talking about how, wondering that will be like, and how we will
all be together someday.
To have the faith of a child......
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2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
Lutheran Disaster Response is an organization of the ELCA that works to provide
relief in communities, both domestic and international, that are hit by humanitarian
disasters such as wildﬁres, famines, hurricanes, and war. As we see the news
reports of wildﬁres blazing across the American west and hurricanes battering the
gulf coast, Lutheran Disaster Response is there, organizing volunteers and partnering with local and national organizations to provide relief
and recovery assistance. They’ve also been active during this time of COVID-19, working to provide PPE and other medical equipment to
areas in need, as well as stepping up to help provide funding for food pantries and meal distribution centers that have been aﬀected by the
pandemic.
You can help support this vital ministry of the church by logging onto Rebelgive and selecting “Second oﬀering monthly partner.” Let’s join
together in serving our brothers and sisters who ﬁnd themselves in crisis!
CALVARY'S 2ND OFFERING TREASURE CHEST
Calvary's 2nd oﬀering treasure chest has moved to the hallway near our back door #6. We are still looking for hand sanitizer, Kleenex, masks
(that can be given away), and Lysol wipes. These items are needed for us to as we continue to make steps to reopen. All donations are
welcome!

When it Rains, it Pours - Right into Our
Building - Part 2!
It is time for the building repairs part 2 - ﬁxing our roof!
Last February, we had a very warm day and hosted
a beautiful wedding at Calvary and discovered that
a large ice dam above the library and pantry caused
a leak in the roof and it was literally raining into the
building. We hauled almost everything out of those
rooms, let it dry out and thanks to Gary Port, we got
the inside redone! Now it is time to ﬁx the outside!
This ﬁx will cost about $4,500. In addition to that, we
asked the roofers to do a full overview of the roof.
Many other small (for now) problems were discovered,
we have a bid for another $6,000 of repairs to make
sure that our roof is more leak proof going into this
winter. Your annual project dollars will be put to work
in order to assure that both of these roof repairs get
completed before the snow ﬂies. We have received
enough to cover these expenses from all of your
generous donations, so council has approved getting
the roof repaired. Together we have accomplished
this goal and will continue to accomplish many more!
Thank you for your help thus far. Your donations are
welcome and appreciated!

Calvary's Outdoor Flea Market

FINANCIAL REPORT

Calvary Clubs

August Y-T-D
General Fund

Theology Club continues to meet on Thursday nights at 7pm on zoom to
discuss portions of the book called, "The Captivation of the Will".

Preschool

Calvary Book Club is on hiatus. Do you have faith-based book ideas for
the club to read? Let us know!

*General Fund New Fiscal Year (Aug - Dec)
$65,241.77
$19,123.61

Gather Bible Study continues to meet every other Thursday from 1112:30pm on zoom, utilizing the WELCA Gather Magazine Bible Study.
Check the Calvary Calendar for the speciﬁc dates.

Preschool Fund New Fiscal Year (Aug - Dec)
$17,166.50
$12,847.52

Care Cards Club is still writing cards of hope, thanksgiving, prayers and
inspiration to Calvary members.

August Ministry Partner: People’s Church $1,662

Want to join in on any of these clubs? You can! All are welcome! Just
contact Vicar Daphne at vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org
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Income
$617,946.01

(Includes EIDL Grant

$10,000)

$108,902.00

Cash & Receivables

Expenses
$508,558.86
195,217.68

$276,391.69

Calvary Foundation Balance: $42,317
*Needed each week to support the revised budget
is $15,000.

Update from Calvary's Council
Calvary Friends,
I write this letter with deep gratitude, for each of you who took the time to participate in the survey regarding our remote church services and the
potential for reopening. Thank you for sharing your opinions and experiences so candidly.
Before I speak to what is to come, I want to take a moment to reﬂect back on the last six months and answer a few of the comments and questions
that appeared in the survey comments.
In March, we had a spending freeze due to Calvary’s ﬁnancial crisis, just as the entire world went into lockdown. As such, equipment that may have
helped in the very rapid transition away from in-person worship (such as FM transmitters and home communion supplies) was on backorder. This
is why the Fairgrounds worship was such an incredible opportunity: First Lutheran already had the equipment, the volunteers, and the established
pattern – we were simply invited to join in and take part alongside them. What a gift!
Several people remarked that they would have preferred Calvary oﬀer online worship “live” rather than pre-recorded services and messages.
Not only was necessary technology on backorder when this all began, but Calvary also wanted to ensure that the online worship experience
was dependable and worshipful. In order to pull oﬀ a quality livestream, you need a WiFi system with consistent top speeds, and the WiFi in our
sanctuary is shaky at best, even with the new boosters (we blame that beautiful stonework). Any technological hiccups in the livestreaming would
have resulted in a frustrating viewing experience for our congregation and heightened stress for our staﬀ.
We did try, from a leadership perspective, to provide opportunities for small groups and relationship-building throughout these last months. In fact,
small groups were Vicar Daphne’s school project. One group did meet regularly, but it was the only group that had a staﬀ person connected to it.
Other small groups dwindled. It seems like there is a desire to have paid staﬀ lead these groups, which would require new priorities and establishing
new habits. Church leadership is not opposed to doing so, but we would need more time to explore this.
We also heard questions about why Calvary has remained closed to in-person worship for as long as it has, to varying degrees of frustration. A
frequent question was: Why can we shop at Walmart but not come to church? There are big diﬀerences between those experiences. According to
the CDC, the greater the time spent in enclosed spaces in close proximity to another person heightens the risk. That risk further increases when
those people are talking or singing. This is why the reopening of the local schools will serve as a good indicator for our local community.
So, yes, we heard you! We heard from many who feel it is safest to continue with online worship. We heard from many who do not yet feel ready
to return to in-person church. Yet, we also heard from a very strong number of people who desperately want to return to the sanctuary.
As such, your church leadership has directed staﬀ to begin working toward a goal of holding an in-person gathering in the sanctuary
on Sunday, November 1st. That is planned to be the ﬁrst of four Sunday gatherings, which would then be followed by four Advent gatherings.
Meanwhile, online worship will continue to be a priority as well, ensuring that all Calvary members have access to services, whether they opt or
are able to attend in-person gatherings.
These in-person gatherings will be diﬀerent than traditional Calvary worship. Details are forthcoming, but those interested should expect one pastor
to attend each of these Sundays to oﬀer a spoken-word worship service. Registration will be required, as participation will be capped at a number
yet to be determined, and I cannot stress this ﬁnal piece enough: Volunteers are an absolutely necessity to help manage a safe in-person
experience.
Please note, though, that these in-person gatherings can only occur if our numbers of COVID-19 in the Bemidji and surrounding
communities remain steady. If our community COVID-19 numbers begin to rise, we may have to adjust these plans and target a later date. Truly,
your health and the safety of our staﬀ is and must be paramount as we take these next steps forward.
We know that these in-person gatherings will require additional precautions and protocols. Your church council and our staﬀ is working on these as
you read this. Details for what exactly these in-person gatherings will consist of, as well as the process to reserve a spot, are forthcoming.
Thank you, on behalf of the Calvary Church Council,
Bethany Wesley, Council President

CALVARY LUTHERAN EMERGENCY PAGER: 218-308-6654
24 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT: 1-800-422-0045
CHURCHES UNITED OF BEMIDJI: 218-444-1380

Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!
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