
October 21, 2020

Dear Calvary Council, Staff , Members and Friends - 

The Christian journey is marked by paradoxes; saint and sinner, free and servant, already and not yet, death and 
resurrection…

It is within this state of Christian complexity and paradox, that with a heavy heart I submit my resignation 
as Associate Pastor from Calvary Lutheran Church in Bemidji, MN eff ective November 15, 2020. I have             
accepted a call to be pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Ormond Beach, FL. This is an extremely diffi  cult 
decision that has been prayed over and discussed with many mentors and friends for months now as my family 
seeks to discern God’s guiding.

What a journey it has been! When I look back at these last seven and a half years, I am fl ooded with memories 
of joy, thanksgiving, and unique God-moments. From youth mission trips to #packthepews worship services to 
Lent mentoring to serving in Jamaica; God is truly amazing, and we have much to be grateful for! 

Families and friends of Calvary Lutheran Church, from a heart full of gratitude and joy, THANK YOU, for 
being a blessing in so many ways; to me, my family, and this community.

Calvary has shaped and molded me in signifi cant ways not only as a pastor, but also as a follower of Jesus 
Christ. My entire family has been blessed through the Calvary community. Izy was able to attend Calvary 
Preschool for two years and has participated in just about every ministry and program that Calvary has to off er 
(usually as my sidekick). Sarah has made deep and meaningful relationships with so many of you in and outside 
the doors of Calvary.

Because of all these wonderful experiences, you might be wondering, “why!?”. Life is truly a journey and as 
the writer of Ecclesiastes 1 declares, “for everything there is a season”. This is not a ‘the grass is greener on 
the  other side’ type of change. Calvary Lutheran Church has been an absolutely amazing place to serve, to         
worship, to belong. This is a ‘continuing to follow God, trying to build the kingdom, go and make disciples’ 
kind of change. Although I will no longer be your pastor, we all continue to journey in the Way, the Truth and 
the Life; working for the same Kingdom, servants of the same Lord. 

My prayer amidst this transition is that I have blessed you as much as you have blessed me. That I have shown 
you the Light of Christ as much as you have shown me. That I have enriched your life as much as you have    
enriched mine. And that I have inspired you to grow in and share your relationship with the Lord as much as 
you have inspired me to grow and share. 

I look forward to saying “see ya later” (as our Kenyan and Jamaican brothers and sisters have taught us) in a 
safe and meaningful way over these next weeks. Stay tuned for some opportunities coming up.

We keep pressing on in faith, hope and love. Trusting that it is God alone who holds all things in His hands. To 
Him be the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

The LORD bless you  and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26

In Christ, 
Pastor Nate Bendorf 


