Lutheran Church my
2508 Washington Ave SW
Bemidji, MN 56601

FAREWELL and GODSPEED to Pastor Nate, Sarah, and Izy Bendorf

On Wednesday, October 21, we (Calvary staff and council) received Pastor Nate Bendorf’s resignation with heavy hearts. We are grateful for his
7 years of faithful service to God through Calvary and also hate to see him go. We have much to give thanks for and to celebrate as Pastor Nate,
Sarah and Izy continue the work of God’s kingdom in Florida and yet it will also be a significant loss for our faith community.

Please join us in saying thank you and thank God for you to the Bendorf family. On Sunday, November 15, we will be holding a worship service
in the Calvary parking lot at 10:00 am followed by a short program and drive by wave to send them to their next call in Florida. If you would like to
give money towards the congregational gift we will bless them with, please mark that on your check or RebelGive gift. Let's celebrate his ministry
and bless them as they continue kingdom ministry now with our brothers and sisters in Florida.

My prayer amidst this transition is that | have blessed you as much as you have blessed me. That | have shown you the Light of Christ as much
as you have shown me. That | have enriched your life as much as you have enriched mine. And that | have inspired you to grow in and share
your relationship with the Lord as much as you have inspired me to grow and share. ~ An excerpt from Pr. Nate's resignation letter. Click here
to read the full letter.

Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
1 John 4:8 ~ Pr. Nate's favorite Bible verse.
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https://www.calvarybemidji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/PN-Resignation-letter.pdf

Council Update

In November we begin looking ahead to 2021. The nominations
ministry team will be looking for people to fill both the council

and the Foundation ministry teams as well as looking for synod
assembly delegates, (which will be virtual in 2021 sometime in

the month of May.) Because of the proposed fiscal year change,
(changing from a calendar fiscal year to a programmatic fiscal year,)
we will be having two congregational meetings in 2021. One, as
always, in January and one most likely in early June. If we are not
able to meet in person for these congregational meetings, we will
provide information for how to be a part of these congregational
meetings virtually.

Salvation Army, Bell Ringers Needed!

Calvary will again be in charge of scheduling bell ringers at
Lueken's South, and volunteers are needed. If you are interested,
please call Glen Anderson at 444-8620 to sign up. All are welcome!
You can stand or sit, just be sure to bring some holiday cheer!
Ringing begins on Wednesday, November 25.

Thank You! The Calvary Foundation

The Calvary Foundation would like to say a HUGE thank you to
those that made a donation as part of the 2" offering. The work
of the Calvary Foundation would not be possible without financial
support of the congregation.

Amazon Smile

We have received $191.37 in donations from the AmazonSmile
Foundation in 2020. These donations are as a result of
AmazonSmile program and AmazonSmile users. If you shop online,
please consider shopping at smile.amazon.com, designate Calvary
as your charity, and Amazon will donate to Calvary! Apply this to
all of your holiday shopping and your eligible purchases will benefit
Calvary!

Calvary Clubs

Theology Club will meet again starting Thursday, November, 5 at
7:00 pm on zoom, and continue meeting every other Thursday. We
will discuss a new book titled, "Paul" by NT Wright. Please order the
book and join us in the discussions!! The more the merrier!

Calvary Book Club is currently on hiatus. To start up again, | need
at least five people to contact me saying you'll join me in reading and
discussing a new book! Below are four books that have been highly
recommended. Please email me if your interested and let me know
your book choice.

1. Running Wild: More than Scars, by Katherine Friese

2. Living by Faith, by Oswald Bayer

3. Having Mary Heart in a Martha World, by Joanna Weaver

4. In Snowball Arkansas, by Sandra D. Bricker

Gather Bible Study meets every other Thursday, 11:00-12:30 pm
on zoom, utilizing the WELCA Gather Magazine Bible Study.

Care Cards Club continues to write cards of hope, encouragement,
thanksgiving, prayers, birthdays and inspiration to Calvary members.
Please contact me if you'd like to join this letter writing team!

Contact Vicar Daphne for more information on these clubs, to get the
zoom links, or just to say hello: vicardaphne@calvarybemidiji.org

Faith Formation Resources

When God made parents/grandparents/guardians, He created the
vocation of faith formulators. Or maybe vice versa. Actually, one of the
many roles of every Christian is to pass on the faith, to share the faith, to
teach others about the faith. That's our number one role as followers of
Jesus. To share the Good News — with friends, neighbors and family —
including our very own children.

We, Calvary, want to assist and equip you in every way possible in doing
this. That's why we create programs and ministries that contain content
and processes for teaching and passing on the faith; from KidMin, to
Confirmation, to CLUB to our small group theology/bible study groups.

*If you have kids in K-5™ grade, check out the new KidMin page on our
Calvary website. Here you will find videos, resources and curriculum
following God’s Big Story: The Bible.

*On our website, you will also find our high school youth group web page
(9-12" grade). As well as Confirmation information and lesson resources
(6-9* grade)

Adult Confirmation Discussion

Interested in joining in our All-Calvary Confirmation year? Come and
worship with us online each Wednesday night at 6:30, followed by
a confirmation lesson on Luther's Small Catechism! If you want to go
deeper, you can register on the Calvary website for the adult small group
conversation on zoom right after worship. Let's deepen our understanding
of the Christian faith together!

Celebrate Confirmation Sunday

On September 27, twenty-seven confirmands and their families gathered
in the parking lot of Calvary Lutheran Church to confess their faith,
affirm their baptismal promises, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in the sacrament in Holy Communion.
What a gift it is, amidst the craziness of life in this world, to declare what
God is up to and to bring awareness of the Holy Spirit’s work in faith

and life. We continue to pray for these youth, families and all Christians
everywhere; that all of us would make the good confession that Jesus

is Lord (1 Timothy 6:12-13) and live our lives in reflection of the glorious
promises found within this Gospel. Praise be to God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

CALVARY LUTHERAN
CONFTIRMATION CLASS 2



https://www.calvarybemidji.org/kidmin/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/high-school-2/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/2020-21-conforesources/

22 OF FERING MINISTRY PARTNER - LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

One of Calvary’s main ministry partners is Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) of Bemidji, housed in the Lutheran Campus
Center at 1221 Birchmont Dr. NE, at the south end of BSU’s campus. LCM is a vital outreach of our church, as it
establishes supportive relationships with and genuine hospitality for young adults during their college years. We ask that
you continue to hold LCM in prayer as well, as they discern a call for a new campus pastor this month! While we will
take a second offering twice each month (November 8 and 11), you are encouraged to give throughout the month to our
ministry partners. We ask that all checks be made out to Calvary Lutheran. In the memo line, write our mission partner
for the month. This will help with better record keeping. Thank you again for supporting the work of the larger church!

CALVARY'S 2"° OFFERING TREASURE CHEST

Calvary's 2™ offering treasure chest has moved to the hallway near our back door #6. For God’s Treasure Chest this November, we are looking
for socks and t-shirts to be given to Bemidji's emergency shelters. All donations are welcome!

What Makes Calvary - Calvary?

PART FOUR: OUTREACH

As I've gotten to know this congregation over the past year, one of
the most enduring impressions our Calvary community has made on
me is the commitment | see to living beyond the walls of the church.
“Go, and make disciples,” Jesus instructs. “Feed my sheep,” He
implores. “Love one another as | have loved you,” he commands.
And, Calvary, you hear and respond!

Whether it takes the form of stocking shelves and helping visitors
at the local food shelf or knitting quilts for distribution near and far,
Calvary members have an excitement about living their faith in
service of neighbor.

When the call goes out for volunteers, it doesn’t matter if it's to join a
mission trip to Jamaica or to pick up a snowbound pastor when his
car gets stuck on a blizzardy Sunday morning - I've seen you stand
up, saying, “here | am, send me!”

And when the ask is made to help support our “Second Offering”
partners, your generosity is clear. Because of this congregation’s
devotion to the larger mission of God’s Kingdom, we’ve been able to
support critical ministries both in our local Bemidji area and around
the world. Because of you, Churches United of Bemidji has been
able to provide resources to those who are most in need. Because
of you, Lutheran Campus Ministry has been able to serve our
local college students in strengthening their faith lives. Because of
you, Village of Hope has been able to provide welcoming shelter
to families struggling to find a home. Because of you, the work of
organizations like the Hakuna Matata Children’s Choir, Lutheran
Disaster Response, Gideons International, and so many others have
touched countless lives.

So you ask me: "What makes Calvary Calvary?"

To me, it is the joy and enthusiasm | see as this congregation serves
our neighbors near and far, seeing the image of God in each. And |
am proud to work alongside you all, building the Kingdom together.

-Pr. Jeremiah

See Calvary's November Birthdays Here!

View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to See who o
wish a happy birthday this month!

Thrivent Action Grants

As this crazy year of 2020 comes to an end, we would like to remind any
and all Thrivent members to check and see if they have Thrivent Action
Grants left to apply for this year. Each Thrivent member gets 1 per year,
but most members get 2 per year. Each grant can be up to $250 that
can be used for education, fundraising, or a service event.

As you know, this budget year has been difficult for Calvary, which has
been further complicated by our not meeting in person. Thrivent Action
Grants would be very helpful to Calvary for many purposes. Just a few
ideas might be stamps to mail out our monthly newsletters (we mail
over 500 each month which totals over $275!) since we are not able to
meet in person. Sanitizing supplies for in-person confirmation nights.
Calvary staff has become very creative in these grant requests and
would love to help you apply! Please let us know if you have any left to
use this year ~ it doesn’t cost you anything but time, and greatly helps
your church community.

Angel Tree

This year our Angel tree is going VIRTUAL! We are going to forge
onward and provide Christmas gifts for many youth in our Bemidii
community. This year watch for a link on our website and Facebook
page so you can pick out a student (by gender and age) and shop away!
Church office hours will be posted when you can drop off gifts (in gift
bags only, please) that will be delivered to the schools before Christmas
break. Thank you for helping to make these children's Christmases
extra special!

FINANCIAL REPORT

September Y-T-D Income Expenses

General Fund $679,408.37 $588,665.45

(Includes EIDL Grant $10,000)

Preschool $134,499.50 $223,205.98

*General Fund New Fiscal Year (Aug - Dec)
$126,271.58 $99,210.20

Preschool Fund New Fiscal Year (Aug - Dec)
$43,764.00 $40,836.02

Cash & Receivables $248,045.35

September Ministry Partner: Calvary Foundation - $3,419
Calvary Foundation Balance: $46,500.59
*Needed each week to support the revised budget is $15,000.


https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/e9664dff-cbe5-4da8-8144-60af6afebb54.pdf

Reopening Update.

Our leadership had hoped to begin in person worship in November, but with the recent rise of Covid-19 numbers, in person worship will not be
happening yet. Rest assured, we are ready to gather with new protocols and safety measures when we are able! Below is the protocol adopted
by council. Let's pray for a vaccine soon!

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH COVID-19 REOPENING PLAN AS OF OCTOBER, 21, 2020

1. Calvary Lutheran Church will begin to reopen for in-person worship when the following criteria is met:
Total cumulative new COVID-19 cases in the previous 14 days are under 47, (based on Beltrami County data from the Minnesota
Department of Health - https://covid-19-response-beltramicounty.hub.arcgis.com/)

2. If, at any time, Beltrami County’s cumulative new COVID-19 cases rise above 47 in a 14-day period, in-person worship will be suspended at
Calvary until the criteria outlined in #1 is re-met.

3. Upon reopening, Calvary will provide one (1) in-person worship opportunity per Sunday in the sanctuary. Consideration for additional in person
worship will be reviewed monthly by Calvary staff and Calvary Council to determine the need, feasibility and safety of continuing in-person
worship.

4. All attendees must pre-register for in-person worship, follow safety recommendations outlined by the Minnesota Department of Health, (hand
hygiene, masking, social distancing,) and follow the specific safety protocols required by Calvary Lutheran Church. (See In person gathering
document.)

5. Calvary Lutheran Church assumes no liability for any COVID-19 cases traced to attendance at in-person worship at Calvary.

6. Calvary Lutheran Church discourages any worshiper who views in-person worship as a safety risk or is in a higher risk category from attending
in-person worship. Worship continues to be available online.

7. Any Calvary Lutheran Church employee who is uncomfortable participating in the in-person worship may opt out by discussing with the Senior
Pastor.

8. Inthe event of an unforeseen extenuating circumstance, the senior pastor has full authority to cancel a scheduled service if deemed necessary.
9. Calvary Lutheran Church will continue to offer virtual worship services online

We will be worshipping in partnership with First Lutheran, in our parking lot on Sunday, November 8 and November 15. This will be by using First
Lutheran's FM transmitter. Every two weeks, we will change locations and continue to collaborate in worship together. Virtual worship will continue
both on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.

Worship Opportunities
Even though we will not be meeting in person, November is still filled with great worship opportunities!

We are meeting virtually every Wednesday for worship at 6:15 pm, (except November 25,) followed by an All-Calvary Confirmation Discussion
opportunity (zoom meeting link available when you register on the website) at 7:15 pm. Calling all adults! We have had some great conversations
around Luther's Small Catechism and what it means in our daily lives today! Please join us, get to know each other, and have some great
conversations!

Calvary will be hosting the Lutheran Drive-in Worship opportunities on the Sundays of November 8 and 15. Worship will begin at 10:00 am, and
we will be using an FM transmitter so that you can listen right from your car radio!

We will continue to offer online worship services each weekend ~ available on Calvary's YouTube channel on Saturdays and premiering Sunday
mornings on Facebook. Let's bless our God with our worship as He has blessed us! To God be the glory!

CHRISTMAS EVE UNDER THE STARS
Calvary will be participating in a joint Lutheran community Christmas Eve service. Watch for more information coming soon.

CALVARY LUTHERAN EMERGENCY PAGER: 218-308-6654
24 HOUR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT: 1-800-422-0045

CHURCHES UNITED OF BEMIDJI: 218-444-1380

Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!
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