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Times They Are A-Changin'!
After a LONG year of physical separation, we are excited to off er in-person worship and gatherings again! We will still be following the CDC and 
State of MN guidelines for COVID 19 management, so masks and social distancing will continue for the time being.  We will be holding one in-
person service each Sunday at 8:30 am. Pre-registration on the website, allowing for seating assignments and contact tracing, is requested.  If 
you are not able to pre-register, you can register at the church. We can safely seat 75 people in the sanctuary, and have additional seating in the 
fellowship hall where we will be livestreaming the service.  While it may feel weird, for many diff erent reasons, we are so glad to have people IN 
our church building again!  

In order to accommodate overfl ow worshipers, we updated our technology in the fellowship hall with 
a large projection screen and new projector.  In order to accommodate our preschool needs as they 
continue to manage amidst COVID, room 7, back by the gym, will now be utilized by the preschool.  
Rooms 5 and 6 (the choir and former child care rooms) are being transformed into a meeting room 
and permanent choir room!  There will be a projector, screen, and sound system in there to enhance 
activities in this space.  And, no more moving chairs around multiple times every week!  A huge 
thanks to Steve and Peggy Reznicek and Dallas and Joyce Way for doing the transformative work 
in this space!

We continue to look for ways to improve our space and our relationships during this year of pandemic.  Thanks for your prayers, your volunteering, 
and your fi nancial support to propel our ministries forward!  Thanks be to God!

Holy Week Worship Opportunities 
This Holy Week, as we journey with Jesus through the last days of his ministry in Jerusalem, Calvary will be providing a number of ways to engage 
in worship. 

• Palm Sunday: We will have three diff erent worship options: online worship available on our website, Facebook, and YouTube, In-person 
worship at Calvary at 8:30 am (please pre-register!), and Drive-in worship at 10:00 am in the Calvary parking lot.  

• Holy Wednesday: Worship will be online only and provide some refl ection on the experience of Holy Week.  
• Maundy Thursday and Good Friday: Services will be available online and the Sanctuary will be open, both days, with the worship service 

being shown at 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:30, 5:30, and 6:30.  You're invited to come, sit, pray, and worship throughout each day (please 
observe health guidelines.)

• Outdoor Easter Vigil: Join in worship on the eve of Easter.  8:30 pm Candlelight and Communion Worship outside in the Calvary parking lot.
• Easter Sunday: We'll again be off ering online, in-person (8:30 am), and drive-in worship options, with drive-in being back at the Fairgrounds 

at 10:00 am.

Come and worship as you are able! 

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
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Refl ect Well - Be Well - Explore Well
This marks the 20th Easter celebrated with Pastor Genelle as one of our 
spiritual leaders.  Pastor Genelle refl ects and prepares us for the fi rst 
step in her sabbatical journey when she writes, "One of the fi rst things in 
ministry that I had to learn was to respond to a new fi rst name, Pastor.  It 
took me by surprise for a while. My fi rst name had always been Genelle.  
But now, in my new job, I had been given a new name.  Sure, it was 
a title, but for many in my congregation, that is who I was for them.  It 
was good to be reminded of the privilege and responsibility that new 
name brings and thankfully it is a new name I have grown into.  When 
you have worked in the same place for 20 years, you have had the 
opportunity to do just about every big and small job there is.  You plug 
holes because you are willing to do what it takes to help a congregation 
be the church. You also easily become a community pastor due to all the 
weddings, funerals and community invocations that you are asked to 
lead. My support team has been good about watching for 'compassion 
fatigue' and the amount of hours a role like this demand during a 
long-term pastorate. I am a passionate leader who has a high level 
of responsibility that provides good vision along with our council and 
fosters good team dynamics with our large staff .  In order to REFLECT 
well, I plan to go to Colorado for the fi rst few weeks of sabbatical in order 
to step away from the day to day responsibilities of family, farm, church, 
and volunteer work.  I hope to spend time outside, read, journal, and be 
grateful for the fi rst 20 years."

On Sunday, April 11, please join us in worship when we commission 
Pastor Genelle for her three month sabbatical which will offi  cially begin 
on April 16. 

The Calvary Connection podcast will continue as Pastor Genelle 
embarks on her sabbatical.  Tune in to hear about her refl ect well, be 
well and explore well experiences!

S.H.E.D. Fundraiser
(Sharing Hope Every Day)

Spring is here - And with 
spring comes the need 
to invigorate our outdoor 
spaces!  We have a great 
opportunity for you!  Calvary 
will be drawing a WINNING 
raffl  e ticket for this beautiful 
9'x12' shed, playhouse, 
she-shed, workspace, (or 
whatever you envision it to 
be,) on May 1!

This building will be amazing ~ three windows, one door,  insulated, 
electric, and interior fi nished!  Tickets are $100 each, with a maximum 
number of 300 tickets sold!  So, you could win a BEAUTIFUL and 
FUNCTIONAL shed for $100 (per ticket.)

Get your tickets today ~ don't delay!  This fundraiser will be open to 
the Bemidji community, so you will want to get your tickets quickly!  
We will have the building on display in various places around Bemidji 
until May 1. Stop and check it out when you see it!

If you would be willing to 'host' the S.H.E.D. in your workplace parking 
lot and sell tickets to community members, please let us know!  The 
proceeds from this fundraiser will be dedicated to Calvary's 'Annual 
Project' for this budget period, which is for technology needed to 
better serve our worship community, both inside the church and in 
our online presence.  May God be glorifi ed!

Virtual Preschool Open House!
On Thursday, April 8 at 6:00 pm, the virtual 
preschool open house will go live!  There 
will be a video with information about the 
preschool, our program, and a virtual tour 
of our facilities.  Preregistration forms will be 
available during this time on the preschool 
website. If you or someone you know is 
interested in preschool at Calvary, please visit 
the preschool website for more information. 

Welcome Back to Calvary!
With the start of in-person worship our building is now OPEN!  The 
offi  ce is open and our staff  and volunteers are here and ready to help 
you. Our new offi  ce hours are Monday to Thursday 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm and Friday 8:30 am to Noon. Feel free to call (218) 751-1893 or 
stop by.  Along with our offi  ce being open now, the front half of our 
building is available for groups to meet.  If you have a Bible Study, 
Men's or Women's Group, or other small group that would like to meet 
in-person at the church please let us know.  Small group gatherings 
have a limit of 15 people.

Cemetery Clean Up Day
SATURDAY, MAY 1 AT 9:00 AM

You are invited to help spruce up our 
beloved Calvary Cemetery (Roosevelt 
Road.)  We will gather at the cemetery at 
9:00 am to work on a variety of projects.  
Please bring your own water, rakes, work 
gloves, and work boots along!

To participate, text or call Arden Stevens at (218) 556-8970 to let her 
know you can help.  Put your faith into action and come to serve! 

BSU Lutheran Campus Ministry
As a congregation we partner with BSU Lutheran Campus Ministry and 
support them fi nancially.  LCM has a new pastor; Emily Papke-Larson 
started in January and has been busy ministering to the BSU students 
and First Lutheran Church.  LCM has decided to open  worship services 
up to the larger Bemidji community - and this includes members of 
Calvary!  All are welcome to join in a creative, quirky, fun, and spirit 
fi lled worship together! This year's Spring semester worship will be 
held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8:00 pm on Zoom. Check 
out BSU LCM on Facebook for more information. Pastor Emily will be 
offi  cially installed on Sunday, April 11 at First Lutheran at their 8:30 am 
service and at the 10:00 am Fairgrounds service with Bishop Bill Tesch 
preaching.  

Amazon Smile
We received $114.51 in donations from the AmazonSmile Foundation 
in the fi rst quarter of 2021! These donations are a result of 
AmazonSmile program and AmazonSmile users. If you shop online, 
please consider shopping at smile.amazon.com, designate Calvary 
Bemidji as your charity, and Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase 
to Calvary!  

http://www.calvarybemidjipreschool.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/23025374409
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FINANCIAL REPORT
7 MONTH FISCAL YEAR - JANUARY TO JULY

                 Monthly        Monthly        Monthly     Monthly
February           Income   Inc. Budget       Exp.       Exp. Budget
General Fund   $59,704        $66,485         $70,753      $65,350
    

Preschool         $36,097        $30,345         $27,370         $29,276

Cash & Receivables:  $432,080

February Ministry Partner: Connect with a Child  $1,535

Calvary Foundation Balance:  $45,022

*Needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - NWMN SYNOD INDIA CAMPAGIN.
This April, our 2nd Off ering partner is the Synod India campaign! 
During the Easter season, our Synod is sponsoring a drive 
to support our partners in ministry in India, both within our 
Companion Synod the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(AELC) and also Lutheran World Relief's work in India.   

Over the six weeks in the Easter season, we will hear messages 
of hope from Pastors Dave Wangaard (Lutheran World Relief), 
Andrew Ronnevik (former pastor at Calvary who went to India on 
a Companion Synod trip), and Karla Mickelson (Synod staff ). The 
messages will be rooted in the resurrection story and will also 
explore how the Northwestern Minnesota Synod and our partners in India can be the risen church of Jesus Christ together.  Through prayers, 
sermons, and studies, we will engage in fruitful dialogue, and will raise dollars and awareness and of ways to be God's church in the world 
together. 

The money raised will be spilt evenly between our Companion Synod, the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) and Lutheran World 
Relief’s work in India. The money for the Companion Synod will be used to increase our capacity to form a deeper relationship with our global 
Companion Synod in India, and to address their emerging needs in the church due to COVID-19, especially among the homeless. The money 
for Lutheran World Relief will go toward fl ood recovery and resilience along the border between India and Nepal. 

Let's be the united, global church of God and support our brothers and sisters in both prayer and donations! Donations can be made through 
RebelGive by selecting "second off ering," or by checks made out to Calvary Lutheran with in the memo line. 

As part of this India campaign we will off er some adult education in May featuring video presentations from our former Pastor Andrew! Stay 
tuned for dates and more details coming soon.

See Calvary's April Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Summer Mission Trip Update 
Planning for our two summer mission trips is coming together!  We 
have 26 youth and 5 adults getting ready to serve others, have fun, 
and grow in their faith this summer.  We need your support in the 
coming months to make these two trips happen.  Thank you to all of 
you that donated to and or participated in the virtual silent auction, 
bidding ends Monday, March 29.  Our youth are currently selling 
bed sheets for $40 per set.  These super soft micro-fi ber sheet 
sets come in 6 sizes and 24 beautiful colors, you can even order 
extra pillow cases!  If you are interested in ordering sheets please 
contact Kim Warren in the church offi  ce, all orders are due with 
money on April 9. You can also help share the cost of these trips by 
sponsoring a youth directly or making a donation to our scholarship 
fund.  Another HUGE way you can support our missionaries is 
through prayer! You can pray for our trip participants, chaperones, 
and their families.  You can also pray for the communities of Duluth 
MN and Benton Harbor MI, where our groups will be serving. 

Calvary Clubs
Theology Club is meeting on Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 pm in person or 
hybrid. We will be discussing the end of the book titled, "Paul, A Biography" 
by NT Wright. Please join us in the discussions! We'll be reading Chapters 
14-15 this month.  Then the Club will take a break as the group fi gures out 
which book to read next!  Contact Vicar Daphne with ideas! 

Gather Bible Study is meeting on Thursday, April 8 and 22, 11:00- 12:30 
pm in person or hybrid, utilizing the WELCA Gather Magazine Bible Study. 
Our theme this month is “Journey with Angels, Part 4.”  I have materials to 
give to those that need them.  Contact Vicar Daphne for more information! 

Care Cards Club continues to write cards of hope, encouragement, 
memorial, prayers, birthdays and inspiration to Calvary members. Please 
contact Vicar Daphne if you'd like to join this letter writing team!  

Contact Vicar Daphne for more information on these clubs, to get the 
zoom links, or just to say hello: vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org

Highschool Youth Group (CLUB)
Starting on April 14 we’ll be meeting in person or as hybrid on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  Exciting plans are in motion to meet outside, behind 
Calvary by the large wooden sign and the fi repit!  We are also planning 
to gather with First Lutheran youth group monthly.  Vicar Daphne will be 
calling many of you to inquire about your hopes and dreams for CLUB as 
we begin to come together again as one body of Christ, in person! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/39ce9d95-6eb8-484b-bdc9-45b7994b8cd6.pdf


Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org to join us for our online worship!

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7
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Getting to Know Council-at-Large Member, Larry Kent
Greetings of love and care to all,

As one of your new church council members I want to say what a privilege and honor it is to be in service to Calvary 
Lutheran Church. This congregation through its excellence in serving a mission of Jesus Christ welcomed me and my 
mother to the church, caring for us as not only as new members to Calvary but new residents of Bemidji. Now over 4 
years later, through a period of great joy and great loss I have found Calvary with me every step of the way. In great JOY 
I was married by Genelle to Andrea in 2019 to blend our kids into a beautiful family, Victoria Kent (28), Joshua Kent (26), 
Anika Ohnstad (13) and Noah Ohnstad (11). This last November my mother at the age of 91 in her great spirit went to 
be with Jesus. Through this time I was truly touched by the love and prayers of so many. So now it is with excitement 
that I can be in service to Jesus through Calvary Lutheran Church, giving back so to a congregation that has blessed 
me so much in such a short period of time.

Growing up in the Lutheran church I have always been active in faith and service, much of this in thanks to my childhood Pastor, Pastor PJ. One 
simple act during a Sunday morning service, when I was very young, made an impression on me. Pastor PJ nailed a sign above our Church 
entrance which read “MINISTERS’ ENTRANCE”. This made me (and probably most of our congregation) stop in our tracks, pause and think… 
what are we to do? My family and I walked in anyway, sat down and listened to our pastor boldly tell us about the sign. It was no mistake. It was 
no joke. Rather it simply recognized that each person has as a responsibility to our Lord. A responsibility to be ministers to each other at church 
and throughout the community. We are truly all MINISTERS. That message has stuck with me as I have grown in faith through service.

Since beginning on the Calvary council just a couple of months ago, I’ve been moved by witnessing the determination, thoughtfulness and care 
of this group of faithful leaders. Through a turbulent last 12 months, they have adapted, responded with nimbleness, responded over and over to 
changing situations while keeping the life of Calvary Lutheran, its purpose and mission in focus.

Moving forward our collective work as a Church and as part of a servant focused council excites me. It drives my commitment especially in this 
time of great opportunity. As we look to rebuild and recover from this pandemic, reaching out to all our members, building back our worship 
services and returning back to our church life provides many opportunities and possibilities. It will be important to focus ourselves in prayer, in 
ministry, and in service to all! Not to just “go back to the way it used to be”, but rather to create new and bold opportunities for ALL of us to grow 
ALL aspects of our ministry together! Church, in the words of my childhood pastor, WE ARE ALL MINISTERS. So as we ready ourselves to be 
back together, I encourage you to be in thoughtful prayer and also consider helping our church during this time with a fi nancial gift. Being away 
physically from Church has no doubt decreased the giving of individuals, so to keep our focus forward toward recovery, I hope you will join me in 
giving boldly to Calvary. There are opportunities like the shed fundraiser, adopt a service, give in honor or memory of a loved one, or simply make 
a direct gift and know you will help us rebuild toward a thriving future. Thanks for your consideration of a gift. Thank you for your continued prayers 
for our leadership. And thank you as a member of this congregation for your continued ministry and service to Christ.

With the recent passing of the American Recovery Act in March, council is looking into what options we may have of applying for grants, tax 
credits and the like.  As stimulus checks are shared, for those who are able to tithe or contribute parts of those checks, Calvary would benefi t 
greatly.   We had a water pipe burst in March from the holding tank supplying water to our sprinkler system.  This emergency fi x was covered by 
our general off erings but it was a surprise to our expenses.  Your continual off erings  allow our staff  to act quickly to maintain and fi x situations 
like this.  Thanks be to God!

In peace, Larry Kent, Calvary Council Member




