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Mark Your Calendar for Calvary's Annual Meeting!
The Annual Meeting for the new fi scal year will be held Sunday, July 11th, immediately following our 8:30 am worship service.
The meeting will be held hybrid-style. You are welcome to gather with church leadership in-person in the sanctuary, but the meeting will also be held 
live via Zoom web-conferencing for those unable or uncomfortable attending in-person. Your vote will be counted in either setting!
Agenda topics will include:
- Annual budget
- Nominations for Church Council
- Constitution and Bylaw changes

Additional details about the event will be shared in the weeks ahead. Watch your e-news blasts and the Calvary Facebook page as planning 
continues. As was done for the Annual Meeting held in March, the staff  and Council will make all pertinent documents and information available in 
advance of the meeting so you have time to read, refl ect, and ask questions.

INTERESTED IN JOINING COUNCIL?

If you are interested in joining the Calvary Council or learning more about what would be expected of you as a Council Member, please contact 
Bethany Wesley, Calvary's Council President. Bethany can be reached via email at bwesley@calvarybemidji.org or by phone at 218-368-1316. She 
welcomes the opportunity to speak with you about what is expected of and accomplished by our Council Members.

There will be three vacancies on the Council come August, as Bethany, Greg Snyder, and Steve Palmer (treasurer) step down from their roles on 
the Council. The goal is to present a full slate of candidates for election at the Annual Meeting in July.

COVID Stage 4 – Vaccination Stage – What Now? 
The July 2020 newsletter published Calvary’s plan to navigate COVID-19, always looking for the time to reopen.  The chart listed Phase 4 of the 
plan, named Vaccination, outlining onsite and online options for worship, faith formation, leadership meetings, and more.  Staff  returned to work 
in the building and the preschool runs under new guidelines.  As excited as we are to be very near this fi nal phase, in what felt like a very long 14 
months, we still have much to sort out.  Over the summer months we will be working on a proposal for how to live into this new normal.  This fall we 
will be entering into a strategic planning process where we will need your input, participation, and vision for how best to move forward.
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Refl ect Well 
PASTOR GENELLE'S SABBATICAL 

"I was at the bank recently, when the banker refl ected on a recent 
wedding Pr. Genelle had offi  ciated for his family.  'She connected 
with every single person there,' he told me. 'Regardless of whether 
they were Lutheran, Catholic, or even religious in any way, they each 
left feeling a very real connection with her.' This is the Pr. Genelle 
our Calvary has come to embrace - count on - over the last 19+ 
years.  Through all the ups and down of the life of a large, complex 
congregation, Pr. Genelle has been our steadfast - and encouraging 
- leader.  During this sabbatical, we will, as a church, celebrate the 
great gifts we've been blessed with through Pr. Genelle, but then 
identify how we can better utilze those gifts in tandem with our own 
to make a greater impact in the Kingdom," (excerpt from Council 
President, Bethany Wesley from the Lilly Grant application).

Over the last 20 years, Pastor 
Genelle has been invited into 
the lives of many people outside 
of Calvary too!  From business 
blessings to coaching volleyball, 
she has made an impact on 
many.  Despite what she is doing, 
Pastor Genelle radiates God's 
love for everyone she meets.  

Her welcoming smile, inviting laugh, quick wit and love of all ages is 
contagious.  Pastor Genelle is accessible, down to earth, and relates 
to all.  The entire Bemidji community is invited to honor Pastor Genelle 
by raising $20,000 in her 
honor that she can give 
away to an organization 
of her choice.  Each and 
every dollar will make a 
diff erence in both honoring 
her 20 years of ministry and 
the organization that will 
receive this blessing.

S.H.E.D Fundraiser 
We will be drawing a lucky winner's 
name on Sunday, June 20 (Father's 
Day).  Continue to share this with our 
community as a great way to have a 
chance at a wonderful building, and 
support the mission and ministry of 
Calvary!  Tickets can be purchased through RebelGive, by stopping 
in or calling the church offi  ce, or from ticket sellers 'hanging out' at 
the Shed on the weekends.  Thanks to all who have supported this 
fundraising opportunity!

Bemidji Area Church Musicians (BACM) 
Summer Recitals:
BACM is gearing up for another great summer of Wednesday recitals!  
As a precautionary measure, our June recitals will be held in a virtual 
format, as they were last year, airing on Facebook and YouTube on 
Wednesdays at noon, and then will be available for viewing on demand.  
Please subscribe to our YouTube channel, and follow us on Facebook, 
so that you are notifi ed each time a new recital is happening! Scheduled 
recitals will be listed as events on our Facebook page, and will be 
available on Calvary's website.

Beginning on June 30, area churches will again be hosting the recitals 
in-person, followed by a lunch available for purchase.  At that point, we 
will begin livestreaming the recitals on the same platforms (YouTube 
and Facebook) and archiving them for viewing on demand.  

We are excited to partner with Lakeland Public Television again this 
summer, and they will be airing the recitals on Saturdays and Sundays 
in July and August.

Thank you for your continued support and following of this long-standing 
recital series!

Summer Book Study
This summer, Tamara Mason invites one and 
all to join in reading and discussing the book 
The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage
by Joan Chittister.  The group will gather for 
the fi rst session on Wednesday, June 2 after 
church about 7:15 pm at the new fi re pit on the 
south end of the parking lot.  Bring your own 
lawn chair and join in as we discuss the book's introduction and fi rst 
chapter!

Summer Worship Opportunities
We are back in person, YAY!  Through the summer, we will continue to 
off er one in-person worship opportunity each Sunday, at 8:30 am.  We 
will also continue to partner with First Lutheran to off er the fairgrounds 
worship opportunity each Sunday through the summer, at 10:00 am.  
We will be digging into a Creation Theme for the fi rst nine weeks of 
summer - so appropriate as we see nature coming back to life after 
winter and a long time of dry weather!

On Wednesdays, we will also be off ering an in-person worship 
opportunity (which will be livestreamed on YouTube and hopefully 
Facebook) during which we will be hearing the Statements of Faith from 
our soon to be confi rmed 9th graders.  This is a great milestone for our 
youth, and they have some important things to share with us about their 
lives, their faith, and their futures.  Come to church Wednesdays at 6:30 
pm, or watch the livestream to support our youth!  The video will also 
be available for later viewing, and the Statements of Faith videos will be 
posted on YouTube and our website.  If you have a particular confi rmand 
that you want to make sure to come to support, please contact the offi  ce 
for the schedule.

Hospitality Hosts
As we move into summer worship opportunities, we do have needs 
for Hosts to greet worshipers and to help with the off ering, (kind of a 
combination usher, ambassador, and greeter from old).  Please let us 
know if you can help with this important role.  Welcoming our community 
to worship is a vital part of sharing God's love as we are called to do!  
Thank you so much to those that have already stepped into these roles.  
But, we are at a point that we really need to add to our pool of hosts to 
spread out the responsibility among many.

Summer Baptism at Calvary
We are now off ering baptism as a part of our in person worship services. 
If you are interested in having your child baptized at Calvary this summer, 
please contact Kim Warren (kwarren@calvarybemidji.org) in the church 
offi  ce for more information or to schedule a baptism.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCqUzuH_tvFObAZ3GZgl2aQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCqUzuH_tvFObAZ3GZgl2aQ
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BACMusicans
https://www.facebook.com/BACMusicans
https://www.facebook.com/BACMusicans
https://www.facebook.com/BACMusicans
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8gLdesu1ga4uQVzze-aiw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8gLdesu1ga4uQVzze-aiw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB8gLdesu1ga4uQVzze-aiw
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
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FINANCIAL REPORT
7 MONTH FISCAL YEAR - JANUARY TO JULY

                 Monthly        Monthly        Monthly     Monthly
April                 Income   Inc. Budget       Exp.       Exp. Budget
General Fund   $64,307        $66,485         $61,982      $65,350
    

Preschool         $34,518        $30,345        $30,383         $29,276

Cash & Receivables:  $402,899

April Ministry Partner: NWMN Synod India Campaign     $1,460

Calvary Foundation Balance: $45,976.65

*Needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER - PEOPLES CHURCH
Peoples Church is a vital ministry that supports our local homeless population with food, shelter,
worship, and community, all of which have been critical during this time of global pandemic. A mission 
congregation of the ELCA, Peoples Church of Bemidji is made up of folks from diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, most well-acquainted with poverty and some marginalized in our community. Peoples 
Church has been at the forefront of caring for some of our most vulnerable neighbors for over 20 years!
Please help us support this vital ministry in our community!  You can make checks out to Calvary with 
2nd off ering or Peoples Church in the memo line or donate online with RebelGive. 

Calvary Clubs
Theology Club is meeting on the 2nd & 4th Thursday evenings from June 
- September, 7:00-8:30 pm as HYBRID - in the lounge at Calvary, and 
also on zoom!  The group just started a new video and discussion series 
titled: Why I am a Lutheran? Interested in joining?  Please contact Becky 
Bergquist (bergquistbecky@gmail.com) and/or Vicar Daphne Urban for 
more information.  Please come, all are welcome! 

Gather Bible Study is meeting on Thursday, June 17, 11:00-12:30 pm 
on zoom AND in person (hybrid), utilizing the WELCA Gather Magazine 
Bible Study.  Please come, all are welcome!

Care Cards Club continues to write cards of hope, encouragement, 
memorial, prayers, birthdays and inspiration to Calvary members. 
Please contact Vicar Daphne if you'd like to join this letter writing team! 

Contact Vicar Daphne for more information on these clubs, to get the 
zoom links, or just to say hello: vicardaphne@calvarybemidji.org.

Calvary's Virtual VBS
SAVE THE DATES: AUGUST 2-6!

Calvary is off ering 
Virtual Vacation Bible 
School again this 
summer!  Join us the 
fi rst week in August 
(8/2-8/6) for a week 

fi lled with fun, videos, games, activities, and MUCH more!  All 
available for you to learn and grow with your kids at home.  Our 
theme this year is Press Play, Get in the Mix!  “My command is 
this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12.  We’re 
turning up the volume at VBS to remind each kid that they can have 
confi dence because of Jesus. When kids begin to see themselves 
the same way that Jesus sees them, then real confi dence begins 
to take root and grow.  Kids will learn that: THEY ARE KNOWN.  
THEY BELONG. THEY ARE FORGIVEN.  THEY CAN CHANGE.  
THEY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Organ Update
We are almost there ~ we only need to raise about $200 more to 
purchase and ship the new power supply!  Once we have the funds, 
we will order the Power Supply and aim to install it in June. It will be 
wonderful to hear organ music fi ll the sanctuary again!  Thanks to 
those that have already given generously to this cause!

Synod Assembly Recap
On May 22, a delegation from Calvary participated in the fi rst ever 
virtual synod assembly in Northwestern Minnesota!  With delegations 
from across the region, we worshiped together, joined in an excellent 
bible study with Dr. Willie Jennings, voted to increase the size of the 
synod council, elected a new slate of synod representatives (including 
Calvary's own Bethany Wesley, who now serves on synod council!), and 
passed a budget both for the current operating year and for the coming 
year. We updated compensation 
guidelines and training requirements 
for clergy, and brought our synod 
bylaws up to date.  Many thanks to 
those who served as delegates for our 
congregation:  Greg Snyder, Bethany 
Wesley, Rick and Amanda Olson, and 
Diana Coombs!

Middle School Mission Trip
JUNE 13-19

During Worship on Sunday, June 13, we will bless and send out 
11 mission trip participants to Duluth MN.  The group lead by Pr. 
Jeremiah includes: Kellen Biggin, Aiden Fillipi, Alex Harrison, Eli 
Hoff mann, Kaylah McFarlane, Anika Ohnstad, Amanda Olson, 
Logan Roubal, Fiona Untiedt-Welle, and adult leader Karin 
Harrison.  Please keep these missionaries in your prayers as they 
prepare to serve God and have fun in Duluth!

See Calvary's June Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Incoming Vicar Update
Thanks to everyone who responded about housing Vicar Jami 
for the coming year!  Special thanks to Terry Nielson and Mary 
Thoreson for helping us meet that need.  As we prepare to welsome 
Vicar Jami in mid-August we thank Vicar Daphne for her great work 
at Calvary over the past two years!

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/dc8624c9-643e-42bf-9254-b3c200665b94.pdf


Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org for online worship, events/calendar, 
information and more...
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Getting to Know Council President, Bethany Wesley
God is leading. I only have to listen.
This has been my mantra throughout the last two and a half years as President of the church council here at 
Calvary. Taking over in the wake of Pr. Andrew’s departure, I never could have imagined all the challenges 
awaiting us. 

I remember our fi rst meeting as the new council, welcoming new faces in those fi rst moments that would soon 
contort and dampen as we struggled to fi nd common ground among varying beliefs and our shared mission for 
the future of the church.

God is leading. I only have to listen.
I remember watching Synod voting results online – who even knew that was a thing?! – as Pr. Genelle ran for 
Synod Bishop, feeling a mixture of hope for the future of the Synod and potential dread for, well, myself and Calvary … and then feeling a bit of 
anger mixed with disappointment as the results became clear.

God is leading. I only have to listen.
I remember the moment the council came face-to-face with our fi nancial realities. Numbers that simply did not add up and would not line up until 
drastic but necessary actions were taken.

God is leading. I only have to listen.
I remember the day the word “covid” entered our vocabulary. I remember meeting fi rst with masks and then, later, via zoom. I remember the tears 
as we laid off  preschool staff . I remember the frustrations from longtime church members as the Sanctuary and the building remained closed. I 
remember the doubts and pain shared by our pastors, who were never trained in how to shepherd a congregation through a pandemic.

God is leading. I only have to listen.
I remember the day we learned Pr. Nate was leaving.

God is leading. I only have to listen.
There have been countless times in the last two and a half years that I have strained to hear His voice, unsure of His directions. I look back on this 
journey and marvel at how rough the terrain got. Truly, God prefers the very scenic route! But I believe, whole-heartedly, that the trek armored us 
for the challenges that still await. We have, as a whole, a clearer understanding of our fi nancial situation and thanks to pandemic-related grants 
and loans, we stand cautiously optimistic atop the hole we have dug ourselves out of.

Admittedly, there remain a host of unknowns. Our revenues in the wake of covid are unsteady and troubling. We know the congregation all but 
expects a third pastor to be hired, but can we truly aff ord one? Will our post-pandemic numbers necessitate one? How will a hybrid worship model 
work? What does that mean for membership? And, ultimately, what is the long-term vision for Calvary and what are we working toward?

These questions cannot only fall before the new council to answer; the whole of the congregation must wrestle with them as well. While decisions 
rest ultimately with the church council, they do not exist in a vacuum. We need your voice, we need your ideas, we need your involvement. As I 
step down from this role as president here at Calvary, I do so with the utmost confi dence in the skills and leadership boasted by the church council 
that succeeds me. I have no doubt that God will continue to lead, that your leadership will continue to listen.

Peace and love to you all. It has been an honor to serve as the president here at Calvary. Exhausting, for sure! But a great honor nonetheless. 
God bless.

- Bethany

Making All Things NEW – 2021-22 Theme
The 2021-22 Calvary theme comes from the book of Revelation 12:5.  NEW.  God is making all 
things NEW.  New is a word that we are very familiar with.  New is a part of our DNA.  Every day, our 
body makes thousands of new cells.  Creation is a factory for new – everyday wild, unrestrained, 
creative new organisms bringing new life.  We don’t live in a set, fi xed reality – we live in a changing, 
diff erent, new life every single day.  New often brings excitement, joy, and a hope for the future.  Think 
about births of new babies, wedding ceremonies, children graduating from college, retirement...it is 
a new chapter that we look forward to and treasure.  When we aren’t in charge, new can come with 
fear, disappointment and unknowns.  But with new, there is no going back, no returning, but rather 
all going forward into something NEW together.  What does our future hold?  It is going to be NEW.  
Let us lean into this year with anticipation and joy because God is making all things new!

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/



