2508 Washington Ave SW
Bemidji, MN 56601

Pastor Genelle's 20 Year Celebration!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

It is with great excitement and joy that we gather together to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Pastor Genelle’s ministry (“Yea God!”)! On behalf of
Calvary Lutheran Church, we cordially invite you to a special Open House on Sunday, September 12 in the church Fellowship Hall from 11:00am2:00pm. Light refreshments will be served. Please plan to come and share in the celebration of all the milestones made through the years and the
memories made together. If you have a memory, photo, or other memorabilia you’d like to share for the scrapbook or video, the deadline to submit
is Friday, August 13. We look forward to this time together as we honor Pastor Genelle and look ahead to our future as a church (“And God will be
gloriﬁed”). May we always remember—in the words of Pastor Genelle—“God loves you, and so do I!"
~Amanda Renbarger and Joan Meulebroeck
The “BE” Team

Be Part of the Celebration!
As we prepare for this BIG celebration of 20 years of ordained ministry for Pr. Genelle there are a couple ways you can help us and be a part of the
celebration! You may have seen in previous communications that we are seeking donations in honor of Pr. Genelle's 20 years in ministry, with a
goal of $20,000. Please help Pr. Genelle bless two AMAZING local community organizations! Pr. Genelle has decided to split the $20,000 raised
in her honor between the Bemidji Boys & Girls Club and United Way of Bemidji. These organizations do wonderfull things in our community and
even though they don't do ministry directly, they certainly do God's work of caring for God's children young to old!

Making All Things NEW – 2021-22 Theme
The 2021-22 Calvary theme comes from the book of Revelation 21:5. And the one who was seated
on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” We will dive more deeply into this theme and what it means for us at Calvary
in the upcoming months!
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Reﬂect Well, Be Well, Explore Well.
PR. GENELLE'S SABBATICAL CONCLUSION

From Utah to Florida...
From Colorado to Alaska....
We explored well, reﬂected well and
were present as a family for one
another in a way we have never
been before. Thank you Calvary
Lutheran Church!!
How I sum up my time on sabbatical
was one word, "RESTLESS".
It was clear to me that the world has
changed. I knew that things have
changed at Calvary and in Bemidji
and in Minnesota but change has
happened everywhere and there
was a high level of restlessness everywhere we went. It felt like we
were stuck in a Good Friday or Easter Saturday timeframe.
It had me wondering - What are you
up to God? What's next? How are
we going to allow (both individually
and corporately) resurrection to
happen? What is the NEW going to
look like, feel like, act like? I'm sure
the early disciples just wanted to go
back to Maundy Thursday - a party,
feast atmosphere but they couldn't either. They had to move into
Easter - into Easter Monday - into the new Easter season - into the
new Easter reality. And so do we. But it is easier to tell about the
past story instead of to live the story. So many unknowns. So many
things to ponder. We will mourn the loss and death and change
we have experienced and try to open
ourselves to be partners with God in
what is coming next.
Together, the Calvary disciples will
navigate this with God's help and
guidance. May it be so! AMEN!

Sabbatical Podcast
Pastor Genelle connected with 7 key personal and professional
people in her life to discuss reﬂecting well, being well and exploring
well. Tune in each week for another installment, and then make
sure to celebrate with us on September 12, 2021, as we celebrate
Pastor Genelle's 20 year ministry among us! Podcasts will be
posted each week on Calvary's YouTube channel and Facebook
page.

We Need You to Join Our Team!
Calvary is seeking aplicants for two staﬀ postitons!
AV Tech Minister - The AV Tech Minister
performs technical duties associated
with sound, livestreaming, recording,
and editing worship services. This is a
part time position. Please contact Shar
Paquette with questions. Click here for job
description and application. Applications
accepted through August 12.
Part Time Custodian - Calvary is an active church building with many
programs including full-time preschool and childcare, Sunday and
Wednesday worship services, and renting facility space to community
groups. We are seeking a day shift custodian to help us ensure the
building and grounds are clean, safe, and ready for all users and events.
Please contact Garrett Fultz with questions and click here for job
description and application.

Calvary Lutheran Preschool is Hiring
Staﬀ for our Fall Programming!
We are looking for a preschool teacher with a
4-year degree in Early Childhood Education. We
are also searching for four assistant teachers
to help in various roles in our preschool. Please
visit the preschool website for job descriptions
and applications. If you have questions, please
contact preschool director, Joan Meulebroeck by
email at joan@calvarybemidji.org or by phone at
218-751-1893

Calling All Choir Members
Let's get together! Wednesday, September 1
SAVE the DATE! We'll have a potluck gathering
at 5:00 pm and rehearse at 6:00 pm! I'd like to
sing a song for Pastor Genelle's Celebration on
September 12 - ssshhh!!! Let's surprise her. We
will also have rehearsal Wednesday, September 8
at 6:00 pm. I am so looking forward to singing with
you again!

Calvary Library - Open Again!
Did you know Calvary has a library? There
are many books and movies available for
you to check out, just like you would at the
public library! Check it out! Ask in the oﬃce
if you aren't familiar with how to check out a
book! There are some amazing resources
for Calvary's use!

Farewell to Vicar Daphne
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8

Join us Sunday August 8 at the 8:30 am
service for a farewell blessing to our Vicar
Daphne Urban. After worship we will serve
coﬀee and light refreshments. To thank
Vicar Daphne for her two years in ministry
with us, we will give her a gift from the
congregation. We invite you to write a thank
you note or card and bring it on the 8th or
send to the church.

Mission Trip Sunday!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29

All are invited to come and and hear what our Middle School and High
School Missionaries learned and how they grew through this summer
as they shared the love of Christ through their hands and feet in Duluth
MN and Benton Harbor MI.
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2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER ~ GIDEONS
Gideons International is well-known for distributing Bibles and New Testaments around the world.
1 Corinthians 3:6 says that “God [gives] the growth,” but we are empowered to share in the important
work of planting the seed of the word – and we can do this by putting the Bible in people’s hands,
wherever they are. The Bemidji community has a dedicated group of Gideons leaders, and this month
we’ll hear about their important work.
Partnership is more than money! All of us are entrusted with the joyful opportunity and responsibility to share the good news of Jesus. This month,
try sharing a Bible with someone who doesn’t have one, or ﬁnd another way to use your voice to give away the love of God in Jesus. While we
will take a second oﬀering during worship on the second Sunday (August 8) , you are encouraged to give throughout the month to our ministry
partners. You can give online through RebelGive, or with a physical check. We ask that ALL checks be made out to Calvary Lutheran. In the memo
line, write our mission partner for the month. This will help with better record keeping.

Columbarium
For a number of years, Calvary has been planning and discussing the
possibility of adding a columbarium to our cemetery. With the help of
some large memorial designations, we are ﬁnally able to make this
project a reality! The drawing below illustrates what our columbarium
will look like at the end of the project. Completed we will have four
columbarium units with 48 niches per unit. Each niche is able to hold
the cremains of two people, and will cost $1,200. We will build the four
columbarium units one at a time as we raise funds by selling niches.
Each columbarium unit will cost $20,000 to complete. To get the ball
rolling and construction started, we are asking our congregation to
purchase niches early! We are allowing payment plans of $100/month
while we get our columbarium established. Please contact Garrett Fultz
for more information or to purchase your niche.

Calvary Clubs
A HUGE thank you to Vicar Daphne for her work with Calvary Clubs!
With her leaving there are a few changes to clubs meeting.
Theology Club is meeting on the second and fourth Thursday evenings
through September, 7-8:00 pm HYBRID style - in the Calvary lounge,
and on Zoom!! The group is watching a video and discussion series
titled: "Why I am a Lutheran". Interested in joining? Please contact
Becky Bergquist (bergquistbecky@gmail.com) for more information.

FINANCIAL REPORT

7 MONTH FISCAL YEAR - JANUARY TO JULY
June
Income
General Fund $73,350

Gather Bible Study will be moving with Daphne. Contact Daphne
(daphne.urban@gmail.com) for new location and information.

YTD
$369,696

Expense
$51,890

YTD
$360,690

(General Income Y-T-D Includes PPP Grants of $20,227)

Preschool

$18,121

$193,703

$19,664

$158,034

(Preschool Income Y-T-D Includes State of MN Grants Totaling $40,000)

See Calvary's August Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to
wish a happy birthday this month!

Cash, Receivables, & Savings:

$401,291

June Ministry Partner: People’s Church

$1,378

Calvary Foundation Balance:

$46,324

*Needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.
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A Message from Calvary's Council President - Nicholle Bieberdorf
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I’m writing this from Benton Harbor, MI, with Pastor Genelle and sixteen high school youth missionaries. We’re having
an amazing time serving our neighbors in the Benton Harbor area and serving each other as neighbors. The story
we’re taking about is the Good Samaritan story from Luke, and we’re talking a lot about who is our neighbor and how
do we serve our neighbor? Timely conversation, isn’t it?
In August, we transition to what will be our new budget year which will match our program year, August 1 to July 30.
Because of this, our annual meeting moves to July, and we had our annual meeting on July 11. The budget that was
approved included returning to having a second custodian for daytime hours as we increase the utilization of our building. Other immediate needs
include personnel for AV support, freeing the current staﬀ from roles/duties that were added in order to meet the church’s needs during covid.
It is important to recognize that at this current time, with current giving, we cannot aﬀord to call a third pastor. However, it’s going to be very
important to have a strategic plan to help the Council and staﬀ prioritize our needs and goals. Did you know that there are examples of strategic
planning in the Bible? One example is when God had Moses prepare the people for the entering for entering the Promised Land, but he did not go
in. Another example is of King David planning and preparing for the building of the temple/resting place for the Lord’s Ark of the Covenant, but he
did not oversee the building. We will soon engage in planning and preparing for how we will serve our neighbors in our area in the coming years.
The “Explore Well” committee will be facilitating the strategic planning process beginning this fall.
I do want you to keep a couple of things in mind. Over the months as we engage in conversation, it is important for the Council leaders to hear
from you - please feel free to contact any of us by phone, email, or in person after worship. We also need to keep in mind that we cannot “go back
to the way things were”. We know that the future will be diﬀerent, and that brings both grief and excitement. God is with us, guiding us with the
abundant grace he has for us, and we in turn will share with each other.
Grace and Peace to you,
Nicholle Bieberdorf
Council President

Thank Yous

What's Coming Up in Worship?

Please make sure to reach out to our 'new' volunteers at the sound
desk: Curt Peterson, Ashley Brue, Jackie Kerr, Matthew Rautio,
Maddie Heck. It takes attention to detail to be able to livestream our
worship services eﬀectively. Thanks to them, and, please reach out
to Shar if you would like to help out in this area of ministry.

August 1 is the ﬁnal week in our Creation Series. Come and hear
Vicar Daphne preach her ﬁnal sermon as our vicar. Please make
sure to come and celebrate with her as we bless her ministry with us
on Aug. 8 after worship! Bring your cards and come and eat cake!

Thanks, always, to the Praise Team! You are a dedicated group of
talented people willing to share your gifts to honor God through our
worship together.
Thanks so much to our wonderful Altar Guild group! There is so much
that goes on behind the scenes that you don't know about because
this group does such a great job! Thanks, especially, to our steadfast
leaders: Judy Westerman, Betty Port, and Penny Pokorny. Cheers to
a new group of volunteers and a new year of worship! Let Shar know
if you would like to join this great group of volunteers.
Thanks to Mary Froiland, the current Calvary librarian. Please stop in
at the church oﬃce if you could be helpful by partnering in the upkeep
of the library.
Thanks also to our Calvary oﬃce volunteers, Tom Sand for summer
lawn care, and our many worship volunteers.

On August 8, 15, and 22 Pr. Genelle will be preaching a three week
series on Sabbath ~ What does this mean?
August 29 is MISSION SUNDAY! Come and hear what our Middle
School and High School Missionaries learned and grew through this
summer as they shared the love of Christ through their hands and
feet!
We will not be oﬀering Wednesday night worship during August, but
we will be back in September to kick oﬀ an amazing program year!
Our 9th graders' statements of faith are available to watch on our
website and YouTube channel if you are looking for additional ways
to expand your devotional time. You can also watch our worship
services there!
Starting September 12 (Pastor Genelle's celebration Sunday) we
will be oﬀering 2 Sunday services again ~ 8:30 Traditional and 10:00
Contemporary.

Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org for online worship, events/calendar,
information and more...
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