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Fall Worship and Programming 
Calvary will be returning to 3 services per week beginning September 12!  On Sundays, we will be off ering an 8:30 am traditional service and a 
10:00 am contemporary service.  On Wednesday, September 15, we will be worshiping at 6:30 pm, with a Pack the Pews style worship to kick off  
our return to Wednesday night worship.  

Because of the increase in COVID numbers in our area and the expected surge mid-September, we will be delaying the start of other fall programming 
(Kingdom Kids, Confi rmation, etc.) until October, so watch for upcoming notices!  Calvary is encouraging mask wearing in our worship services to 
do our best to ensure the safety of all who are in attendance in our services.  

Making All Things NEW – 2021-22 Theme
The 2021-22 Calvary theme comes from the book of Revelation 21:5.  And the one who was seated 
on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”  A lot of new things are sprouting up at Calvary!  Our staff  is growing with the 
additions of Vicar Jami and Aaron Bieberdorf.  We are returning to three weekly worship services, 
and we are preparing for our faith formation programming!  
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Goodbye Vicar Daphne
Sunday, August 8 we said farewell 
to our Vicar Daphne!  She served 
Calvary for two years and we will 
miss her greatly!  Here are a few 
photos of her last days with us.  
We continue to hold Daphne in our 
prayers as she works to complete 
her seminary studies. 

3rd Grade Bible Milestone
On September 19, Calvary will be gifting our 
3rd graders (and older children who have not 
received a bible) a Spark Bible as they continue 
to grow in their faith!  If you have a 3rd grader, or 
have an older child who has not received a bible, 
and have not received an email from Calvary, 
please let us know (kwarren@calvarybemidji.
org).  God's Word is powerful! We pray that these 
bibles will be a life transforming gift to children 
and their families, as we grow in knowlege, fear 
and love of the LORD!

Pastor Genelle's 20 Year Celebration!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

It is with great excitement and joy that we gather together to celebrate 
the 20th Anniversary of Pastor Genelle’s ordained ministry!  We cordially 
invite you to worship with us at 8:30 or 10:00am with special guest 
preacher Pr. Keith Zeh.  Continue the celebration after worship with  
a special Open House in the Fellowship Hall from 11:00am-2:00pm.  
Light refreshments will be served.  Please plan to come and share in 
the celebration of all the milestones made through the years and the 
memories made together.  

BE PART OF THE CELEBRATION!

We are seeking donations in honor of Pr. Genelle's 20 years in ministry, 
with a goal of  $20,000!  You can help us reach that goal by making 
a donation.  Pr. Genelle has decided to split the $20,000 raised in 
her honor between the Bemidji Boys & Girls Club and United Way of 
Bemidji.  These organizations do wonderfull things in our community 
and even though they don't do ministry directly, they certainly do God's 
work of caring for God's children young to old!  

Welcome Vicar Jami
Calvary is excitted to welcome 
our new pastoral intern Vicar Jami 
Goetz. Jami grew up in a small town 
in North Central Iowa called Buff alo 
Center. He attended Wartburg 
College where he earned a degree 
in religion and further pursued his 
passion for music by singing in the 
men’s choir and playing percussion 
in Wartburg’s two ensemble bands. 
After college, Jami continued following his calling to ministry at 
Luther Seminary, where he has completed two years of his Master 
of Divinity degree. In his free time, Jami enjoys watching movies 
(especially Marvel movies!), playing video games, drinking coff ee, 
running, and making music.

Welcome Aaron Bieberdorf
Calvary is a teaching congregation!  
To continue that teaching we welcome 
Aaron Bieberdorf to our staff  as a part-
time administrative assistant.  He will 
be working in partnership with LSS 
through their job coaching program.  
Aaron is the son of Eric & Nicholle 
Bieberdorf, long time members of 
Calvary.  Next time you stop by 
Calvary's offi  ce be sure to say hello to 
Aaron!

Confi rmation Sunday
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Please keep our 9th graders and their families in your parayers as they 
prepare for this important milestone.  The Confi rmation service will be 
at 11:30am on September 26 for our confi rmands and their families. 

Choir Update 
Calvary's adult choir will be starting 
up on Thursday, September 2 
at 5:00pm, and meeting every 
following Thursday at the same 
time.  This will allow us to spread 
out in the sanctuary to rehearse in 
an attempt to keep everyone safe.  
We are encouraging all to wear masks, so please take some time 
to fi nd one you are comfortable singing in.  If you cannot aff ord one, 
please let Shar know, and we can work on a scholarship option.  It will 
be so great to sing together again!

Worship AV Update
Calvary is still looking for a part-time AV person to manage the 
livestreaming and video for our church.  Please spread the word!  Click 
here for job description and application.  

https://calvarybemidji.bamboohr.com/jobs/
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FINANCIAL REPORT
AUGUST 2021 - JULY 2022

July  Income  YTD  Expense  YTD
General Fund   $68,400  $438,496  $82,442  $443,132
(General Income Y-T-D Includes PPP Grants of $10,197)

Preschool  $13,193  $206,896  $34,124   $192,158
(Preschool Income Y-T-D Includes State of MN Grants Totaling $40,000)

Cash, Receivables, & Savings: $389,970

July Ministry Partner: LSS & Northwoods Care Givers   $1,585

Calvary Foundation Balance: $47,226

*Needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ THE CALVARY LUTHERAN FOUNDATION 
This month, we will be raising both awareness and funds for The Calvary Lutheran Foundation. The 
foundation is an extension of Calvary Lutheran Church. The purpose is to secure and receive gifts 
and bequests so that we may support mission and ministry for future generations. Gifts are welcome 
in any amount and in many forms (real estate, wills, trusts, stock, life insurance and also cash). You 
may wish to honor or memorialize a loved one or friend by giving a gift to the Calvary Foundation. The 
foundation has a goal of raising $3,500 this year, and you can help reach that goal.  These gifts keep 
on giving for generations to come. Calvary Foundation plans to help support our seminary intern, 
college scholarships, & mission trips through the interest that accumulates. Gifts received this month 
will help build up the Calvary Foundation so that we may distribute the fruits! May God be glorifi ed 
in all that we do!

Calvary Clubs
Theology Club is meeting on the 2nd & 4th Thursday evenings through 
September, 7-8:00 pm HYBRID style - in the Calvary lounge, and on 
Zoom!!  The group is watching a  video and discussion series titled: 
"Why I am a Lutheran". Interested in joining?  Please contact Becky 
Bergquist (bergquistbecky@gmail.com) for more information.

See Calvary's September Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Explore Team
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching. 

What is church for?  What is God calling you to do?  Where is Calvary 
called to minister? When there are so many needs and opportunities, 
how should Calvary respond?  Now, more than ever, we need to hear 
from you.  The church is not a building.  It is not a pastor or the church 
staff .  Church is all of us together.  

As Calvary starts a new round of strategic planning, the strategic 
planning team (Explore Team) needs to hear your hopes and ideas, 
your sorrows and frustrations as we meet and pray to plan Calvary’s 
next steps.  Later this fall, there will be an opportunity to fi ll out a survey, 
be a part of discussion groups, participate in forums with Bemidji 
leaders of non-profi ts and business and we hope you will participate so 
we can hear your voice!  This is how the Holy Spirit works, all voices are 
needed and are important in the discerning and planning process.  We 
are the church!

The strategic planning team members include: Rebecca Synder, 
Chair; Larry Kent, Secretary; Cheryl Harms; Bev Hodgson; Allison 
Tisdell; Adrienne Eickman; Ron Gladen and ex-offi  co members Council 
President, Nicholle Bieberdorf and Pastor Genelle.  Please reach out to 
any of us with thoughts, questions, hopes and dreams.  You can reach 
us by using this email:  explore@calvarybemidji.org.  And above all, 
pray for this Explore team as we enter into this important work of the 
church.

Columbarium
Good news! We have received all of the funding needed to begin 
the process of constructing what will be Calvary's new and beautiful 
columbarium. There was lots of early interest, so the last of the 
funding we needed came in more quickly than expected. We are 
super excited to have these beautiful structures to lay our family, 
friends, and loved ones to rest in our cemetery! If you are thinking 
of purchasing a niche, or if you would like more information about 
the columbarium, speak with Garrett in the offi  ce.

Now that we have the necessary funds, we have gotten the ball 
rolling on the construction of the unit. Since things have moved 
so fast, we may be able to have foundations set and our fi rst 
unit in place by snowfall! If all goes well, we hope to have the 
landscaping, walkway, etc. placed in the spring of 2022. As more 
niches are purchased in the existing columbarium, we will building 
funds to construct the next. At this time, we plan on having four 
units located in section N of the cemetery.

If you would like to purchase a niche, but can't aff ord to give the 
entire payment at one time, we can help with that. While we are in 
the process of building, 
we are allowing those 
interested to give 
monthly payments of 
$100 until the niche is 
paid off .

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/2f5e55f1-c7ae-48c5-99cb-e744495c60c6.pdf
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Getting to Know Council-at-Large Member, Sara Moran
Hello!  My name is Sara Moran; my husband Nate and I moved back to Bemidji in 2010 to run our residential 
construction company.  We have 2 children Ava (12) who is going into seventh grade and loves to sing 
and play the piano and my son Peyton (10) who loves all things sports, especially hockey!  We have been 
members of Calvary for more than 15 years, my husband and I were married at Calvary, I was a youth 
leader in my college years and both my children attended Calvary Preschool.

I am so excited to be a part of the church council and I hope that you can feel comfortable coming to myself 
(or any of the council or staff ) with any questions, comments or concerns, we would all be more than happy 
to chat.  You can contact us via email, phone or in person after worship. 

We are excited for Pastor Genelle’s upcoming 20 Year Celebration on September 12th. We are also excited that we will also be going to two 
services on this date as well so we hope that you can join us ~ 8:30 Traditional and 10:00 Contemporary.  Wednesday worship will resume 
September 15 at 6:30 pm. 

MISSION INVESTMENT FULLY FUNDED!

Calvary is excited to announce that we have successfully funded our Mission Investment Reserve Funds to $100,000!  With an additional $50,000 
reserve in our Money Market account.  Your donations are securing a fi rm foundation for God's mission and ministry through Calvary! 

Homecoming Sunday
OCTOBER 3

Join us Sunday, October 3 at the 8:30 or 10:00 am service for 
Homecoming Sunday!  This special Sunday will take the place of 
our traditional Rally Sunday that would have happened in early 
September. During worship we will collect new Time & Talent sheets 
and Spiritual/Financial Pledge cards.  Between services and after the 
second service please head into the Fellowship hall for a Ministry 
Fair.  We will have tables set up featuring our Calvary ministries and 
programs.  Registration for programs like Sunday School, Kingdom 
Kids, and more will be avalable as well.  

Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org for online worship, events/calendar, 
information and more...

We Are Church, We Are Called!
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF WOMEN'S 
ORDINATION IN THE ELCA MINISTRY

The NWMN Synodical Women's Organization invites you to be our 
guest at a special worship service and banquet on Friday, September 
17 at 5:00 pm at Christ the King Lutheran Church, Moorhead MN.  
Please visit the NWMN website (http://nwmnsynod.org/) for more 
details.  

http://nwmnsynod.org/



