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Listening, Noticing, and Asking Questions
“And after three days they found Jesus in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” (Luke 2.46)

Dear followers of Jesus at Calvary,

12-year-old Jesus had gone missing.  You can imagine how frantic his parents were!  They had gone a full day’s journey only to discover that Jesus
wasn’t with them.  Friends and relatives hadn’t seen him either.  They returned to Jerusalem and searched three more days, through the streets and
alleys, only to discover him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking questions.

This will be the posture of Calvary Lutheran in the coming weeks, to be like the 12-year-old Jesus, sitting among the teachers and leaders in the 
Bemidji Area, listening to them and asking questions.  How exciting is that?!  Most days I travel a little over fi ve miles from my home on Waville Road to 
Calvary Lutheran.  You have your daily treks too.  For these next weeks, we are going to make the common, ordinary trip into something UNcommon 
and EXTRAordinary, a glimpse into the heart of what God is up to.  Let me invite you to begin a daily journal, not forever, just for the month of February. 
Call it a listening, noticing, and asking questions journal, (not too clever.  Let me know if you have something more clever!)  What do you notice on 
your way to the grocery store?  To work?  To the doctor?  To school?  Who do you see?  What are they doing?  Are there new businesses?  Are there 
empty places?  Every morning I wake up early and wait for the light.  On a clear day, I see lights on the other side of Lake Bemidji.  Some are from 
Bemidji State University, others may be street or porch lights, from local businesses.  I wonder about the students.  Where do they come from?  Are 
they anxious or lonely?  Maybe they are living the good life.  One morning I saw three fox and there are fl ocks of red polls everyday.  Maybe these are 
calls to pray for students and creation.  Then I travel south on Lake to 1st street.  I notice the corner pet care place and the Sanford Center, the Paul 
Bunyan Trail and cars.  Where are the drivers going?  Are they on their way to work?  To the store?  To visit?  To the hospital?  Is there something 
happening today at the Center?  Oh, and the Public Television station and the houses of Nymore.  When I turn again there is Lueken’s busy feeding 
local hunger.  The parking lot always seems full and there are some railroad tracks.  What do the trains carry through town?  The Eagle’s parking lot 
is always busy.  What do they do there?  And just before Calvary, there’s the Evangelical Free Church, so large, but I have never seen any cars in 
their parking lot.  The Holiday Station is always full and the hotels, so many of them.  Are they full?  Who stays there?  So many observations.  What 
questions do these ordinary, now extraordinary journeys raise?  What insights?  What prayers do they invite?

This was just a glimpse of part of a day for me.  What do you see on yours?  What do you notice?  New neighbors or businesses?  What is missing? 
Where are people gathering?  With joy?  With sadness?  With excitement?  What questions?  What prayers?  What curiosity?  As Calvary enters into 
this time of sacred listening to the community, your observations and journals will be like Jesus, listening to his teachers and asking them questions. 
Your insights will be critical as we anticipate the future mission and ministry God has in mind for us.  Send me a note or catch me on a Sunday or 
Wednesday, give me a call, let me know what you are noticing!  God’s world is never ever dull.

With hope and anticipation and eyes and ears wide open,
Susan Tjornehoj, Interim Senior Pastor



2

Paper or No Paper?
That is Still the (Newsletter) Question!
A HUGE thank you to those who have already indicated your 
newsletter preferences.  Because of your quick response, we 
physically mailed about 100 fewer newsletters this month!  Calvary 
is working to be better stewards of our resources, so we are hoping 
to at least double this number during the month of February!  

We defi nitely want you to be informed of what's happening at 
Calvary!  We will happily continue mailing the newsletter to 
those who prefer that format. But, this information is also easily 
accessible in digital format, sent out in the last enews of the month, 
directly to your inbox.  

Throughout the month of February, we will be calling those that 
have not indicated their preference. Please take a minute to fi ll out 
the form here or on our website www.calvarybemidji.org to let us 
know how you want to stay in the know about Calvary happenings.  
If you prefer, you can call the offi  ce (751-1893) or email Kim 
(kwarren@calvarybemidji.org) to let us know your preference.

Vicar's Viewpoints
Hey everybody, Vicar Jami here!  In case anyone needed another 
reminder about how quickly time goes, at the end of February, I will 
have completed 6 months of my internship at Calvary.  While I am 
sad to think about the fact that I am nearly halfway done with my 
time among you, it excites me to refl ect on everything I have learned 
thus far and all that is still to come.  There is still so much ahead 
for us as a congregation in this exciting time of transition, and while 
the work necessary to pave the path for Calvary’s future is certainly 
challenging, and the grief that accompanies it remains palpable, it is 
such a privilege for me to learn and grow in the midst of this change.  
And, though my time at Calvary is temporary, I am hopeful and excited 
for your future, and honored to play any part in it coming to fruition. 

Refl ecting on the past few weeks, helping lead Christmas Eve services 
was such a joy.  I cannot even remember how I spent Christmas Eve in 
2020, but it was certainly not gathered with siblings in Christ, candles 
lit, or singing “Silent Night.”  While the day was certainly busy, it was an 
incredibly fulfi lling reminder of how wonderful it is to gather together.  
In 2022, I had an opportunity to preach on joy and abundance found 
in the Wedding at Cana and facilitate a youth-led service.  “Come and 
See” pack the pews night was one of the most fulfi lling things I’ve been 
a part of, and I am so proud of all of the high schoolers who stepped 
up to share their voices, prayers, and testimony with Calvary.  On that 
same day, I also had an opportunity to lead a preschool chapel and 
teach confi rmation.  As somebody who was heavily involved with the 
church in my youth, it brings me so much joy to see such a thriving 
young community at Calvary, and hopeful for the future of the church! 

In the coming weeks, I will be doing some traveling!  Good Shepherd in 
Clearbrook & Our Saviors in Leonard have invited me to supply preach 
the last week of January and the fi rst week of February. This will be 
a great opportunity for me to practice leading worship by myself in an 
unfamiliar context.  I will also continue to facilitate the Run for God 
group, which has gotten off  to a great start this month!  And I will be 
working closely with Pastor Sue and Pastor Jeremiah to prepare for 
the season of Lent and a preaching series I plan to share.  Through 
every step, I’m grateful to you all for the support and encouragement I 
continue to receive every day.  

Until next time, peace and blessings! 
Vicar Jami 

Worship Roundup - February
Come join us for worship, either in person or online!  Calvary 
worships from 8:30-9:30 am and 10:00-11:00 am on Sunday 
mornings, and from 6:30-7:00 on Wednesday nights.  As of now, 
all worship services are livestreamed!  You can join livestream 
worship on our website (calvarybemidji.org), Facebook page, and 
on our YouTube channel.  Lent is on the horizon as well, bringing 
with it a sermon series by our very virtuous and vastly valiant Vicar 
Jami!  More details (and possibly more "v" adverbs and adjectives) 
to come!  

Gospel Texts Through February
• February 6 ~ John 4:46-54
• February 13 ~ John 6:35-59
• February 20 ~ John 7:37-52
• February 27~ John 9:1-41

Run for God
A marathon training with 
devotionals, Bible study, 
and Christian community 
encouragement along the 
way! All are welcome, regardless of running skill or desire to run a 
marathon, as we explore together where fi tness and faith intersect. 
If you are interested in joining or have questions, please contact 
Vicar Jami (jgoetz@calvarybemidji.org) or visit our Facebook 
group.

Welcome to Calvary Staff  - Rayne Heck
Rayne grew up in Fargo North Dakota and moved 
to Bemidji in 4th grade, which prompted him to start 
coming to Calvary. He went through confi rmation with 
Calvary and got confi rmed in 2020. Rayne is heavily 
involved at Calvary with pretty much anything they 
can get their hands on around the church. Right now, 
Rayne works at the preschool, is in CLUB, and also 
runs the audio and video for worship as the Multimedia 
Minister. Rayne has been on two mission trips so far 

and hopes to go on many more. Rayne attends Bemidji High School 
and is the Concert Band President there. In the future, Rayne hopes 
to pursue a long term career in the education fi eld, majoring in Special 
Education and minoring in American Sign Language (ASL). Rayne 
spends the free time they have in leadership roles, hanging out with 
friends, exploring and learning more about himself, and drinking lots of 
coff ee. Rayne uses he/they pronouns and is extremely excited to be a 
part of the Calvary staff ! 

GriefShare
If you or someone you know is dealing with grief, GriefShare 
may be helpful for you!  Erin Kossivi leads a GriefShare group at 
Calvary Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 1.  If you have 
questions or would like more information, contact Erin at 813-417-
7678.  No preregistration is necessary, all are welcome to join in 
the conversation as we journey together.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pQp7I7HyDEyRYE3r0dFk8VDLMkG3qhxKiqHgyJDlCLBUNFdYOEMzUUMwSEoyWUpENElUN1RFWkdDWS4u
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/sermons/
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryBemidji
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCqUzuH_tvFObAZ3GZgl2aQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/calvaryrunforgod
https://www.facebook.com/groups/calvaryrunforgod
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST 2021-JULY 2022

General Fund – December
Income  Budgeted YTD
$95,734  $102,863 $551,973
Expenses Budgeted YTD
$113,442 $103.459 $414,427
(General Income Y-T-D Includes Grants of $129,949) 

Cash, Receivables, & Savings      $381,033

December Ministry Partner: Village of Hope    $2,190.33

Calvary Foundation Balance:      $53,279

Off ering needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ PRAYING PELICAN MISSIONS
Our second off ering ministry partner for February is Praying Pelican Missions.  PPM is an ecumenical 
service organization dedicated to facilitating cooperation between Christian communities across the 
globe, specifi cally with regard to short-term mission work.  Calvary has a long history with them; we 
partner with PPM for our inter-generational mission trips to Jamaica.  While COVID and staffi  ng have 
prevented us making a trip this year, we look forward to being able to resume our mission trips with 
them in the future.  Until then, we can support their work with prayer and our fi nancial gifts!  To make a 
donation to the important work that PPM does, you can write a check to Calvary with “Praying Pelican Missions” or “second off ering” in the memo 
line, or donate through RebelGive by selecting the “second off ering” option when prompted. 

CALVARY'S 2ND OFFERING TREASURE CHEST

For God’s Treasure Chest in February, we are collecting items for Lutheran World Relief kits to be assembled by Calvary member Betty Port and 
her team.  LWR kits include many items, but they are most in need of: bar soap (individually packeged), toothbrushes, new pens and #2 pencils 
(not sharpened), and small pencil sharpeners. 

Confi rmation Lent Mentoring
We are looking for adults (especially men) to be in a mentoring relationship 
with our confi rmation students on Wednesday nights for the season 
of Lent.  Over the years mentoring has been a positive and uplifting 
experience for our confi rmation youth and their mentors. Unfortunately 
we have been unable to off er mentoring the past two years, so we are 
ready to begin again!  Starting on Wednesday, March 2 through April 13, 
we will gather for worship at 6:30 pm, followed by about 15-20 minutes of 
one-on-one time discussing themes from worship, (discussion questions 
are provided.) If interested or if you have any questions, please contact 
Kim Warren (kwarren@calvarybemidji.org) in the church offi  ce.

See Calvary's February Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Theology Book Club
Calvary's Theology book club continues reading and discussing Where 
God Meets Man by Gerhard Forde.  We gather on Zoom the 2nd and 4th

Thursday of each month from 7-8:30 pm.  All are welcome, let's explore 
our faith together!  Contact Becky Berquist for more information at 
bergquistbecky@gmail.com.

Spiritual Financial Pledging
At Calvary, we believe that God wants us to be faithful in our 
sharing of our money to further His kingdom. We also know that all 
that we have is from God.

Typically in February we would be reminding you to prayerfully 
make your yearly Spiritual Financial Pledge.  With the change of 
our fi scal year we actually began pledging back in October.  Don't 
worry if you haven't had a chance to make your pledge.  If you 
are worshiping in person at Calvary you can grab a pledge form 
in the pew.  If you worship at home, please visit our new Spiritual 
Financial Pledge webpage to download a pledge form that you 
can hang up somewhere at home that you can be reminded of 
your pledge.  

If you are new to pledging and want to know how it works, there 
is a great video on the pledge webpage that explains it all!  It 
takes all of us to make the mission happen at Calvary!  Thanks for 
supporting our ministry! 

Zoom Coff ee Fellowship
Come and connect through Zoom after our 8:30 am Sunday worship 
service! Lay leaders will facilitate conversation to help you feel and stay 
connected to others far and wide! Please call the church offi  ce during the 
week if you need help to join this meeting! Don't be shy! This is a great 
way to visit with known and not-yet-known members of our congregation.

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 881 5183 2779 Passcode: CLC

Another easy way to do it is to go to our website, calvarybemidji.org, and 
click on the 'Coff ee Zoom Fellowship' button. Fill out the registration and 
submit. You will see a thank you page with the link to the zoom meeting, 
click on it, and you will get there!

If you are worshiping livestream with us and you would like to receive the 
Zoom information by email or text, let us know in the chat or by texting 
(218)308-9919.

Thank You, Calvary!
Thanks to all who volunteered to ring the 
bell at Lueken's South this past season.  
The Salvation Army reports that $9,143 was 
collected there.  This money will be used 
locally to help people in need.    

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/edb4dd5c-a2ea-448a-88b2-5590ac51c3b0.pdf
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/spiritual-financial-pledging/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/spiritual-financial-pledging/
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Getting to Know Council Member at Large ~ Larry Kent 
Hello Church!  I am Larry Kent, and I am starting my 2nd year being on Church Council.  I have had the privilege 
of being engaged with some fantastic and thoughtful leaders as we discussed COVID related challenges and 
made diffi  cult decisions together as a Council on behalf of Calvary.  As we have all faced our new reality of living 
in a semi-isolated world it has been challenging to not have the full body of our Church together, to not have full 
services packed with people, to not have celebrations of Christmas overfl ow the sanctuary, to not have coff ee hour, 
or Wednesday meals.  Although we have made the best of it through opportunities to worship virtually, I think most 
would agree it does not have the same impact virtually as it does when all of us together share the love of Jesus 
in the same space. 

This year we have the opportunity as a Church to forge a new path, create a new vision and understanding of what 
and who Calvary Lutheran Church is while assessing what and who Calvary can be in the community and in the 
new world the COVID virus has shaped.  We have all been through the reactionary process of this reality over the 
last two years and all are probably feeling much like myself; Tired.  Tired of things out of my control impacting the things I love to do and impeding 
the opportunities to share life with others.  But this year will be diff erent, and it is exciting to me to think about being able to actively participate in 
the process of change and growth at Calvary Lutheran Church.  

As we prepare to call a new Senior Pastor, we as a Church will have the opportunity to shape that process by fi rst understanding who Calvary 
is today, what our congregational needs are, and how we can best serve our community with all the assets Calvary is blessed with.  Over the 
next few months, the Church Council and Pastor Sue will be providing opportunities to participate in conversation and listening sessions so we, 
as congregational members, have the opportunity to learn who we are and what our needs are.  We will also be having similar conversations 
throughout the community, listening to organizations, business, and other key community leaders to learn about community needs and how 
Calvary plays a role in our community.  This is an exciting time, a time to re-engage, re-energize and re-imagine Calvary.  I look forward to these 
conversations and hope to see everyone participate.  Now will be the time to share your thoughts and feelings to help shape the future of our 
church life together. 

As we continue this journey together as a Church, I ask you, if you haven’t been able to engage back in Church, to “Come and SEE” all the 
great things happening at Calvary and, if you have been back, please “Go and Share” with others inviting them to worship and participate in the 
wonderful off erings of our congregation.  

In great excitement and peace,
Larry Kent

Visit our website at calvarybemidji.org for online worship, events/calendar,
information and more...

Prayer Chain Ministry
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  - Ephesians 6:18  

The people of Calvary are active in prayer!  Calvary’s prayer chain is a powerful way to get 
involved with the prayer life of our community, and we’re always looking for more people to join 
us!  Each prayer request sent out to the chain includes a sample prayer to use if you so desire.  
If you’d like to be a part of the prayer chain, contact Pr. Jeremiah (revholst@calvarybemidji.org).  
Requests for the prayer chain can be also submitted directly to Pr. Jeremiah at the same email 
address, by fi lling out a physical welcome card in worship and placing it in the off ering plate, by 
using the “submit a prayer request here” button on the front page of the church website, or by 
calling the church offi  ce at (218)751-1893.

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/prayer-request/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/



