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In the Middle of Ordinary Lives, God Rolls Away the Stone!
A REFLECTION ON EASTER BY PR. SUSAN TJORNEHOJ

Dear Ones,

I still use a paper calendar that shows me an entire month at a time.  Yes, I also have a calendar on my phone, but I love to see, really see, the 
landscape of a month.  April of course begins with April Fool’s Day.  I remember just a few years ago when our celebration of Easter coincided 
with April Fool’s, when God fooled the whole world and Jesus sprang from the tomb.  God always has the very last word. Scattered throughout the 
coming month are things like Ingrid’s Spring Break, fi shing with a question mark, lunch with Bemidji clergy, conference gathering, listening post, 
council, new members, joint theological day, all pretty matter-of-fact.  But right there, right in the middle is Palm/Passion Sunday, strip the altar, 
seven last words, Tenebrae, Easter Vigil, and Sunrise Service plus two more baptisms. 

Right in the middle of ordinary lives, sandwiched between April Fool’s Day and a late April doctor’s appointment, a stone is rolled away, and Jesus 
is nowhere to be found, at least not among the dead.  From the Gospel of John, the scene is frantic on that very fi rst Easter.  Mary Magdalene 
races to the disciples to tell them Jesus’ body has gone missing.  Then the disciples race to see for themselves. In fact, it says one of the disciples 
“outran” Peter and got there fi rst.

Today things are a bit frantic here at Calvary too.  Phones are ringing, people are stopping by, RSVPs are fi lling the mailbox.  There is an urgency 
and excitement about the opportunity to listen to each other, really listen to each other as people who love this congregation called Calvary, who 
have hopes and dreams for this place where babies are baptized, loved and nurtured and quilts are made and coff ee is served and people marry 
and pre-school kids are welcome, where people study and learn and worship and bury their loved ones and are sent out into the world week after 
week after week, to serve the Lord.  It leaves one breathless.

This month the Council will appoint a Call Committee which will begin the sacred and human task of inviting a new leader and pastor into the 
mission and ministry of Calvary.  The voices of each of you, joined with the conversations with community leaders all while discerning the will of 
God, by listening to God, and the rich legacy left by former pastors and staff  and parishioners will be a signifi cant part of the process.  Thank you to 
the Council and Explore Team and staff  for your relentless pace these last couple of months!  It has the congregation skipping like the fi rst disciples 
and Mary, fresh from the tomb of COVID, needing sunglasses to darken the glare of a Risen Savior, fresh from the tomb.

But what I love and savor the most is serving among you at Calvary, living in a world in which the stone has been rolled away, forever.  We live and 
breathe and imagine a future with boundless horizons.  The angels are clear, “He is not here, but has risen.”  This Risen One is always just ahead 
of us, a little out of the picture, inviting, encouraging, pushing us into a future mission we can’t see the end of!

Our testimony is the same as Mary’s in the garden, “We have seen the Lord.”  I can’t wait to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ with you 
right in the middle of April.

Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia,
Pastor Susan Tjornehoj
Interim Senior Pastor
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April Worship Opportunities
We continue with our Lent Unbound theme of "Listening to God, 
Listening to Others."  Sunday worship ~ 8:30 am traditional; 10:00 
am contemporary; Wednesday worship 6:30 pm contemporary.

• April 3 ~ we hear about Jesus being condemned ~ John 19:1-
16a ~ Holy Communion & anointing

• April 6 ~ Vicar Jami wraps up his preaching series on listening  
~ Genesis 18:1-15.

Holy Week 
Volunteers are needed for Holy week services.  If you can help, 
please sign up on the poster in the gathering area or contact Kim 
Warren (kwarren@calvarybemidji.org) to volunteer! 
• April 10 ~ Palm/Passion Sunday ~ we gather in the fellowship 

hall to process into "Jerusalem" waving our palms and shouting 
our loud "Hosannas!" ~ Luke 22:14 ~ 23:56 ~ Holy Communion.

• April 13 ~ Holy Week Experience, 6:30 pm ~ Pastors Susan 
and Jeremiah, and Vicar Jami will discuss each Holy Week 
worship opportunity and have some open discussion with 
those in worship, so bring your questions!  Last night of Lent 
mentoring.

• April 14 ~ Maundy Thursday worship, 12:00 and 6:30 pm 
~ hear Jesus' greatest command as we celebrate Jesus' last 
supper together ~ Holy Communion and anointing.

• April 15 ~ Good Friday worship, 12:00 and 6:30 pm ~ we 
accompany Jesus to the cross.

• April 16 ~ Easter Vigil worship, 8:00 pm ~ at Lutheran Campus 
Center ~ hosted by First Lutheran, Lutheran Campus Ministry, 
A Community Called Grace, and Calvary Lutheran ~ this is an 
outdoor service, so please dress accordingly.  First Lutheran 
Church will be the backup in case of inclement weather.

• April 17 ~ Easter Sunday ~ sunrise service at 6:30, 8:30, and 
10:00 am ~ Luke 24:1-12 ~ Holy Communion.

• April 20 ~ Calvary Club-led worship ~ invite a friend to come 
and celebrate Jesus' resurrection and our salvation! Let's 'pack 
the pews'!

• April 24 ~ we continue to celebrate Jesus' resurrection ~ John 
20:19-31

• April 27 ~ Calvary Wednesday worship

Preschool Open House
THURSDAY, APRIL 7 AT 6:00 PM

Are you interested in your child attending 
preschool this coming fall? Please join us 
for Preschool Open House.  This will be an 
opportunity to meet our staff , tour our facility, 
and most importantly fi ll out pre-registration 
forms for the 2022-23 school year and register for summer child care.  
Please contact the church offi  ce with any questions.  

Call Committee Nominations
God does not call us where God does not equip us to go
- Pr. Cynthia Moe-Lobeda

The Nominations Committee is receiving nominations for the 
Senior Pastor Call Committee. The committee will be composed 
of six adults and one youth representative. Self-nominations, or 
nominations of others with their agreement, can be sent by April 17 
to the Nominations Committee in the following ways:
1. email nominations@calvarybemidji.org
2. Scan this QR code
3. Written: GREEN nomination forms at the 

Sanctuary's entrance or in Calvary's Offi  ce
4. Contact a Council Member - especially Jim 

Molde, Sara Moran, or Nicholle Bieberdorf

Prayerfully consider this opportunity. The Call 
Committee members should anticipate weekly meetings beginning 
at the end of April lasting through the call process.

Mission Trip Update
Calvary's middle and high school youth are preparing for awesome 
adventures in Lake Traverse SD (MS) and Philadelphia PA (HS) this 
summer!  We are so excited for these mission trip opportunities to 
learn, grow, and serve.  Here are a few ways you can help support us: 
Youth Silent Auction - There is still time to check out and bid on  
over 120 great auction items in the Fellowship Hall. You can bid 
anytime during Calvary's regular business hours, including before 
and after worship on Sunday and Wednesday.  The auction will close 
Wedensday, April 6 after worship! 
Easter Breakfast - On Easter Sunday, April 17, our youth will be 
serving breakfast between services from 7:30-10:00 am.  Come and 
eat some delicious breakfast!  A freewill donation will support our 
youth missionaries.
Spring Talent Show - Come and watch our youth share their God 
given gifts and talents through song, dance, and other creative 
showcases!  Saturday, April 30 at 6:30 pm Calvary's Sanctuary will be 
fi lled with sound, lights, and FUN!  

As excited as we are about our fundraising opportunities, some of 
you may wish to donate directly to a specifi c youth or to the general 
mission fund.  We graciously welcome any and all additional fi nancial 
support!  If you would like to sponsor a youth or to the general mission 
fund, please contact Vicar Jami (jgoetz@calvarybemidji.org), Kim 
Warren (kwarren@calvarybemidji.org), visit our offi  ce, or donate 
through Rebel Give. 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in our previous fundraisers. 
We ask that you continue to support Calvary’s youth as you feel called, 
fi nancially and, of course, through your prayers! 

Listening Sessions
Calvary is at a critical crossroads, we need to hear from you!  Please 
join us for one of our remaining listening sessions about our church, 
where we've been, and where we are headed. Your voice matters!  
If you haven't already, join us Sunday, April 3 at 9:30 am or join us 
virtually (Zoom) Wednesday, April 6 at 5:30 pm. Please RSVP by email 
to council@calvarybemidji.org.

Scholarship Opportunity!
CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Calvary Lutheran Church Foundation is pleased to support our college-
aged youth who have been active in the life of our congregation. These 
youth can apply for up to $300 each year throughout their college 
career. Scholarship applications will be reviewed by the Foundation 
Board. Contact Vickie Meyer by phone or email (218-308-1807 or 
vickiemeyer3@gmail.com) for more information or an application. 
The deadline for this scholarship application is May 15, 2022.

mailto:council@calvarybemidji.org
mailto:jgoetz@calvarybemidji.org
mailto:kwarren@calvarybemidji.org
mailto:nominations@calvarybemidji.org
mailto:vickiemeyer3@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST 2021-JULY 2022

General Fund – February
Income  Budgeted YTD
$70,851  $102,368 $696,155
Expenses Budgeted YTD
$91,396  $103,360 $582,329
(General Income Y-T-D Includes Grants of $143,086) 

Cash, Receivables, & Savings              $356,079

February Ministry Partner: Praying Pelican Missions   $864.35

Calvary Foundation Balance:            $54,432

Off ering needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

2ND OFFERING MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
EASTERN EUROPE CRISIS FUND

Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine on February 24, nearly 3 million people have fl ed the 
country and are seeking refuge in neighboring countries including Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, 
and Moldova. There are major humanitarian concerns for both internally displaced people and refugees. Many of these Ukrainians fl eeing their 
homes need shelter and such basic necessities as food, water, and toiletries. Care for people also includes pastoral and psychological support 
to address the trauma they’ve endured.

Lutheran Disaster Response is working with companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners 
as Lutheran World Federation and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners provide refugees with 
immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. This month, our 2nd Off ering funds given through LDR will be 
used in full (100%) for direct response to assist those aff ected.

CALVARY'S 2ND OFFERING TREASURE CHEST

For God’s Treasure Chest in April we will again be collecting items for our Lutheran World Relief kits.  Needed items include school supplies (pens, 
pencils, erasers, and rulers,) and individually wrapped bar soap (Ivory or Dial.)

Vicar's Viewpoint
Hey everybody, Vicar Jami here! Lent has caused time to feel like it’s 
going twice as fast as it has been. March has fl own by, seemingly quicker 
than any month since I’ve been here, with two services on Wednesdays, 
a class that I started at the beginning of the month, several weekend 
retreats, and, of course, weekly sermon preparation for my preaching 
series. As a lifelong Lutheran, I have always perceived the busyness 
of the season of Lent, but as a pastoral intern, this busyness has felt 
more real. I take some time to pause as I write this refl ection to remind 
myself, and all of you, that Lent should be a season about slowing 
down and being intentional. About listening to God and one another, I 
mean truly listening, not just to acknowledge and move on to the next 
task but to really hear and be transformed by God and neighbor. As 
we continue with whatever busyness fi lls our lives, the distractions that 
constantly vie for our attention, I pray that you too may fi nd moments of 
pause, contemplation, and listening – on walks in the hints of warmer 
weather we’ve been having, in conversation with God before the day 
begins, through worship or other gatherings at Calvary, or however you 
experience rest and connection to God – until we can collectively breathe 
the sigh of relief and proclaim “Christ is Risen Indeed!”  

To share some brief updates on my learning, a majority of my time this 
month has been spent on the sermons for my preaching series. It has 
been challenging but immensely rewarding to preach on the chosen 
texts and carry through the theme of listening. As I mentioned, I have 
also begun a course through Luther Seminary called Leading Christian 
Community in Mission, focused on identifying the missional identity of 
a church context. This course will provide me opportunities to converse 
more deeply with you all, and other community members in Bemidji, 
to identify Calvary’s history, identity, and hopes for the future, as our 
Explore Team is currently doing as well. Club continues to go well, with 
fundraising continuing for our mission trip – please continue to watch 
out for opportunities to support our fantastic youth, some upcoming 
fundraisers will be listed in another article in this newsletter! And I have 
been blessed with some time to visit friends in St. Paul and an upcoming 
opportunity to spend a few days in Iowa to see family.  

In the coming weeks, I look forward to the variety of worship opportunities 
coming in Holy Week and continued opportunities to engage with you 
all in person, through Pastor Sue’s soup & study or fellowship between 
Sunday’s services. As always, I want to share deep gratitude for you all 
in making Calvary such a wonderful place to learn and to fully be myself. 
Until next time, peace and blessings! 
Vicar Jami 

Calvary Happenings
This article featuring New Members, Deaths, and Baptisms is 
updated monthly as another way we can stay informed of what is 
happening in our congregation.  

• Deaths: Vivian Anderson - March 9, 2022 and Irene DeVries - 
March 13, 2022 

Theology Book Club
Calvary's Theology book club continues reading and discussing 
Where God Meets Man by Gerhard Forde.  We gather on Zoom 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month from 7-8:30 pm.  All are 
welcome, let's explore our faith together!  Contact Becky Bergquist 
for more information at bergquistbecky@gmail.com.

See Calvary's April Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

mailto:bergquistbecky@gmail.com
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/80823a22101/36654aef-4b2e-4029-a1a6-b615a21ab95a.pdf?rdr=true
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A Message from Council President Nicholle Bieberdorf 
Greetings from Calvary Council - Nicholle Bieberdorf, Congregation President

Blessings and Peace to you, Children of God!  My name is Nicholle Bieberdorf.  I am in the fi rst of a two-year term as our Congregation President. 
My husband, Eric, and I have been members of Calvary for twenty-fi ve years and have raised our family in this church.  I am eager to share some 
highlights of the past month from our Council as we refl ect in all the areas where God the Spirit is at work here at Calvary.  

The Explore Team members have contacted over thirty community partners (individuals, businesses, and organizations) to have intentional 
conversations to listen to trends, impressions, needs, and partnerships with our community neighbors.  This has been a fantastic opportunity to 
hear of shared trends and opportunities from our neighbors.  This information will serve as prep work for the Call Committee and our Ministry 
Site Profi le (MSP) in the call process.  Partnered with the Council, the Explore Team has transitioned within our walls to listen to each other 
here.  Please take the opportunity to attend one of the in-person or zoom options in order to share your hopes and opportunities for Calvary's 
future.  Again, this great work provides a narrative for us to use moving forward with Call Committee work and guide your elected leaders in our 
discussions and decisions.  Unbind our ears, Lord, so we may listen freely.

We are excited to see increasing numbers of in person worshippers on Wednesday evening and Sunday.  In March, I attended a day-long gathering 
of our synod pastors and congregational presidents where we heard from Pastor Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, Ph.D, where her message reminded us 
that we need each other - God calls us into a church and AS a church, equipping us where God calls us to go.  The current monthly off erings are 
meeting the needs of our current expenses, but both giving and expenses are well under our planned operating budget. As leadership discerns the 
needs for replacing vacant staff  positions and looks ahead, we acknowledge that discussion, training, and guidance on stewardship and healthy 
fi nancial practices for the support of the mission and ministry here at Calvary will be needed.  Unbind our ears, Lord, so we may listen freely.

We are seeking people who are interested in serving on the Call Committee for a new Senior Pastor. The committee will be composed of six adults 
and one youth representative.  Self-nominations, or nominations of others with their agreement, can be sent to the Nominations Committee. At 
the last Council meeting, we unanimously passed a motion that Council will direct this Call Committee to consider all eligible applicants, without 
exclusion.  A Calvary core value is that All Are Welcome, and the call process will be refl ective of that core value and Christ's example.  The Council 
anticipates approving the nominations and appointing the Call Committee at the April Council meeting.  This committee should plan that work will 
be aggressive in the May/June timeframe so we are ready to be receiving candidates in the Summer months.  This is exciting work!  Unbind our 
ears, Lord, so we may listen freely.

We are eagerly anticipating the upcoming installation of handicapped accessible doors at the main entrance, as well as exploring improved seating 
locations and space within the sanctuary to improve accessibility for our brothers and sisters that use equipment for mobility.  The large amounts 
of snow and ice on the roof have led to spring projects of roof repair, mold abatement, and most likely some ceiling and carpet replacements due a 
lot of leaking as the weather warmed.  The kitchen, pantry, and library were the most aff ected.  We continue to look for ways to be good stewards 
of our building resources.  Unbind our ears, Lord, so we may listen freely.

I want to make sure that you are encouraged and accept the invitation to attend the listening sessions being off ered in person or on Zoom by the 
Explore Team.  Members of the Explore Team and the Council will be on hand to be engaged in intentional listening and conversations with you  
as we listen to each other, listen to God, and march toward our destiny as Children of God.  Our destiny, which is relationship with God through the 
resurrected Jesus, lived out on earth as mission and ministry at Calvary and in our community.  Unbind our ears, Lord, so we may listen freely.

Easter blessings and peace,
Nicholle B.




