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"They are Filled with New Wine..."
A REFLECTION ON PENTECOST - BY PASTOR SUSAN TJORNEHOJ

“They are fi lled with new wine…” (from Acts 2)

Loved ones in Christ, grace to you and peace,

A rush of violent wind, divided tongues of fi re, fi lled with the Holy Spirit, all together in one place.  These are the images of new birth, of the fi rst 
Pentecost when the Body of Christ was called into being out of fi re and wind and spirit, all at once.  Simply one of my favorite festivals!  We will 
celebrate it here at Calvary June 5, a great way to kick off  the summer.  Remember to wear red!  Weeks before the day, I often wrangled speakers 
of Chinese and Spanish, ASL and German, Tigrinya and Amharic, Khmer and Norwegian, the exchange student from Armenia, the graduate 
student from Egypt, refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo who responded, “Pastor, we can speak in French, our local language and 
Swahili, which one do you want?”  When the English-speaking reader stood up to read Acts chapter 2, one by one, the other readers stood and 
began speaking in the native language of each.  It was cacophonous, eery, powerful, scary, it was skin-crawling and wonderful!  People in the 
pews were shocked when that friend or stranger sitting next to them or in front of or behind them, stood up and began speaking in a language they 
couldn’t understand.  And just like that, there was silence, a pause, then “Word of God, word of life.”  The community smiled, breathed a sigh of 
relief and knew the Spirit had just blown through.

The crowd who witnessed this First Century scene replies, “They are fi lled with new wine.”  My conviction is that this congregation, Calvary 
Lutheran Church, is fi lled with that new wine too.  We’ve listened to one another and to the Spirit that lights fi res and sends winds and to the 
community in which we reside.  To the Explore Team, thank you for your faithful and determined work, the wind has blown through you and in the 
coming months, this community of faith will tend to the small fl ames started.

By the time you receive this newsletter, the Call Committee has been called into service and has met with the Bishop for an orientation.  The 
Council has received the Calvary Listens report with its recommendations.  The staff  can’t wait to begin to live into the “new wine” of mission and 
hope articulated in this report.  A small group is imagining a position that tends to the Faith Formation of our young people from birth through high 
school.  With the possibility of a generous gift, leaders are wondering how can we bear witness to God’s grace as truckers and tourists and hunters 
and fi shermen and residents drive by at 55.  How can Calvary have a signifi cant impact, make a diff erence in the lives of Bemidji’s most vulnerable 
residents?  So, when asked, are you aware of Calvary, they respond, “Oh Calvary, are they are that crazy community fi lled with new wine that 
are working with partners to provide shelter, fi ll some hungry tummies, care for kids and tend to the mental health needs of the residents of this 
county?”

Six months ago I arrived at Calvary.  Thank you for your resilient faith, your openness to the future and your wide welcome.  I continue to look 
forward to sharing time with you, over lunch, coff ee, at your home or place of work, even by phone.  Send me a text or an email or give me a call 
so we can set up a time.  Please continue your investment in the life and ministry of Calvary.  If you can, consider increasing your off erings.  God 
has so much in mind for us in the coming months and years.  Consider giving on-line through RebelGive which means you can travel the world and 
not miss the opportunity to share your off erings.  Believe me, it is easy to do and is painless. Each penny and dime makes the proclamation of the 
Gospel and the work of the Spirit through this place possible!  Thank you for your generosity.

On a personal note, I will be taking some time in June to travel to the birthplaces of my Swedish ancestors.  It was a journey planned pre-covid.  I 
will take a week to bike Denmark and spend time with my Danish cousins and their families.  My plan is to return with lots of stories which I will look 
forward to sharing with you.

To new wine and an awesome holy vision to lean into in the coming months!
Pastor Susan Tjornehoj
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Come and Worship ~ Summer 2022
We gather to worship Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and then again 
on Sunday evenings (outdoor if we can) at 6:30 pm in the back of the 
church.  Plan to bring a chair/blanket, a marshmallow roasting stick, a 
guitar and a friend on Sunday evenings.  We look forward to our times 
of worship, as well as our opportunities for fellowship connected to 
our worship.  

Sunday mornings we are looking for some volunteers to make sure 
the coff ee is on and we have some treats out for 1/2 hour before and 
1/2 hour after worship.  Sunday evenings we are looking for 'campfi re 
fellowship hosts' to help transition from worship into hanging out at the 
campfi re for fun, fellowship, songs and s'mores.   

Please prayerfully consider if you could help with either of the fellowship 
options on a particular date - once a month, twice a month, whatever 
works in your schedule - contact the offi  ce and let us know when you 
could cover this important function!   It's not diffi  cult and we will equip 
you to succeed.  We look forward to worshiping with you this summer!

Calvary's Explore Team Report
Amazing!  By the numbers – 226 congregational participants, 32+ 
community organizations, and over 2,500 listening session responses!  
The result – a 72-page report* that will not be going on the shelf.  We 
felt the vibrant energy in the listening sessions that clearly said, “We 
want more!"  More Faith Formation, more opportunities to gather, more 
chances to serve our neighbor, more ways to be involved.  And we 
heard your input on Worship and just how important it is!  Technology 
and sound, contemporary and traditional and a blend of it all.  Teams 
and staff  can’t wait to get started imagining how we can provide 
excellence in every aspect of our shared ministry and mission.

This past Wednesday, the Explore Team presented our report and 
recommendations to the Church Council for consideration.  Larry Kent 
presented the fi ndings to the congregation on May 18 and May 22.  

It became clear to me during the listening process that we as a church 
need to fi gure out how to open our door wide for people to connect and 
serve.  Whether through volunteering to teach Sunday School, helping 
set up for communion, feeding the hungry, housing the homeless, 
joining a Bible study, chaperoning a youth mission trip, singing in 
praise band or choir, or the many other ministry opportunities that are 
all around us, we want to better utilize the God given gifts our members 
bring to our community.  Connecting people to ministry opportunities 
requires more than sharing needs from the pulpit or in a newsletter. 
Changing times require more intentionality in connecting people to 
service opportunities.  

Action in response to what we have heard in the listening sessions is 
already happening.  Pray for our church as we move toward calling a 
new senior pastor who can support us in the direction we are being 
called in – to love God and serve our neighbor.  

*The 72 page Explore Team report is 20 pages of summary and 52 
pages of information gathered during the Listening Process!  Check it 
out on the council page of our website!

Rebecca Snyder, Explore Team Committee Chair

Senior Pastor Call Committee Appointed
At the May meeting, the Church Council appointed members to the 
call committee for the senior pastor.  Call committee members include: 
Todd Frauenholtz, Lucas Gack (youth), Bev Hodgson, Andrea Kent, 
Mike Luebben, Gerald Schiltz, Bethany Wesley, and Lindsey Whiting. 
Tamara Mason and Ron Gladen complete the list of alternates ready 
to step in if a member is unable to fi nish through the process.  Please 
keep these servants and the call process in your prayers.

A MESSAGE FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR CALL COMMITTEE

Greetings congregation from your Call Committee.  We are all looking 
forward to serving you as we work together to fi nd our next Senior 
Pastor.  We have completed our fi rst meeting along with Bishop Tesch 
as he provided us with a great framework for moving forward in the 
process.  It is our goal to keep everyone up to date as to where we 
are in the process. 

So far we have scheduled a weekly meeting time and have identifi ed 
our Chair (Bethany Wesley) and Secretary (Lindsey Whiting).  Our 
next meeting will consist of updating and building our Ministry Site 
Profi le (MSP) that future candidates can review.  We plan to use 
information from the Explore Team's hard work to help guide us as 
well as information from the Calvary staff  and congregation.

If you have any questions please feel free to talk to any of the committee 
members or send an email to: callcommittee@calvarybemidji.org

It will be our goal to give monthly updates to the congregation and we 
ask that you all continue to pray over this process as we all discern. 

If you have a pastor that you feel might be a good fi t for our 
congregation, please let us know their names so they can be included 
in upcoming steps.  Do not contact them directly!  Please send their 
name and church information to us at the Call Committee as there is a 
process to follow to ensure strict confi dentiality.  Please be aware that 
details about candidates will be kept confi dential to prevent turmoil in 
the pastor’s present congregations.  

Summer Baptism at Calvary
If you are interested in having your child baptized at Calvary this 
summer, contact Kim Warren (kwarren@calvarybemidji.org) in the 
church offi  ce to schedule a baptism.  For more information please visit 
the baptism page on our website.  

Middle School Mission Trip 
JUNE 12-17

During Worship on Sunday, June 12, we will bless and send out 11 
mission trip participants to Lake Traverse SD. The group lead by 
Larry Kent and Sara Moran includes: Kellen Biggin, Anika Ohnstad, 
Amanda Olson, Kaden Lucas, Lola Wesley, Evan Gack, Ava Moran, 
Trinity Kerr, and Breanna Erickson.  Please keep these missionaries 
in your prayers as they prepare to serve God and have FUN!  Looking 
ahead to July, please hold our 20 high schoolers and 5 chaperones 
in your prayers as they prepare to serve in Philadelphia, PA.  Though 
our fundraisers have concluded, you are welcome to support our 
youth through donations.  If you would like to sponsor a specifi c youth 
or make a general donation to the mission trip fund, visit Calvary’s 
offi  ce or use RebelGive to give online. Thank you as always for your 
generous support and prayers for our youth missionaries! 

Tracing the Footsteps of Martin Luther
Save the Date for a trip to Germany in the fall of 2023!  For more 
information or to add your name to an “I am interested list”, please 
email luthertour2023@gmail.com. Someone from the coordinating 
committee (Becky Bergquist - Calvary Lutheran Church, Bemidji, or 
Lisa and Martin Graefe - First Lutheran Church, Bemidji) will get back 
to you.

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/church-council/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
mailto:kwarren@calvarybemidji.org
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/baptismnew-members/
https://www.calvarybemidji.org/
mailto:callcommittee@calvarybemidji.org
mailto:luthertour2023@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST 2021-JULY 2022

General Fund – April
Income  Budgeted YTD
$88,364               $102,288 $862,984
Expenses Budgeted YTD
$100,018 $103,359 $761,844
(General Income Y-T-D Includes Grants of $143,086) 

Cash, Receivables, & Savings:             $341,611

April Ministry Partner: Lutheran Disaster Response      $5,381

Calvary Foundation Balance:             $54,932

Off ering needed each week to support the budget is $15,000.

MONTHLY MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ PEOPLES CHURCH
Peoples Church is a vital ministry that supports our local homeless population with food, shelter, worship, and 
community, all of which have become even more critical during the global pandemic.  These needs have been felt 
particularly hard in our area, with community members reporting to Calvary's Explore Team that homelessness 
and related issues are the number one problem our community faces.

A mission congregation of the ELCA, Peoples Church of Bemidji is made up of folks from diverse ethnic backgrounds, most well-acquainted with 
poverty and some marginalized in our community. Peoples Church has been at the forefront of caring for some of our most vulnerable neighbors 
for over 20 years! Please help us support this vital ministry in our community! You can make checks out to Calvary with "Monthly Ministry Partner" 
or "Peoples Church" in the memo line, or donate online with RebelGive.

May's Ministry Partner
From the desk of the preschool director Tony Kerr,

Greetings families and friends of Calvary!  I am excited to take this 
opportunity to thank you all sincerely for your generous gifts and 
off erings.  The special off ering in May will be used for preschool tuition 
scholarships, and the response has been wonderful with over $3,500 
collected.  We are grateful that the Calvary family supports the mission 
of preschool education right here on our campus.  In refl ecting on your 
generosity, I sometimes fi nd myself speechless as the love and support 
is made tangible and will help those who may be tied to a budget that 
won’t allow the opportunity to attend our great program.  Our staff  will 
be serving refreshments during fellowship time on Sunday, May 29.  
Please ask us about our programs, then watch how the staff ’s eyes light 
up with excitement to tell you about the kids and the school.  We don’t 
have to look far to see God's blessing and miracles, we experience 
them every day. 

“Father in Heaven, thank you for putting your will in the hearts of many 
to help our preschool program.  These blessings will be used in honor 
of you Lord.  We thank you for the opportunities to continue to serve 
your children and are blessed by each and every experience in doing 
so.  May we be ever present in your love, with your guidance, and in 
your grace.  Amen”

Calvary Happenings
This article featuring New Members, Deaths, and Baptisms is 
updated monthly as a way to stay informed of what is happening in 
our congregation.  

• Baptisms: Alicia (adult) & Meila Marie Christophersen, Maelyn 
Lee Mueller, Lux Clayton Mueller, and Lane Harold Mueller on 
May 15 and Noah Thomas Hazelton & Mia Rye Hazelton, Halle 
Ann Hendricks, and Andie Marie Olson on May 29. 

Summer Vacation Bible School
SAVE THE DATES - JULY 25-29

Calvary’s VBS will be July 25-29 this summer!  Please let us know 
if you are interested in helping plan and provide this fun, enriching 
program.  We will need volunteers of all ages in addition to snacks, 
supplies, and more!

See Calvary's June Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Cemetery Clean-Up, Thank You!
A HUGE thank you to the small but mighty team that cleaned up the 
cemetery on May 7.  Afer the long winter our cemetery needed  a 
good clean! 

Summer Softball League
Calvary's Softball League has started and the team needs additional 
players!  Contact Garrett Fultz if you want to join the fun! Anyone14 
years old and up are welcome!  All are invited to come, watch, and 
cheer for our team!  Calvary plays Thursday evenings at the Bemidji 
City Park, located on 23rd St. NW near the Armory and Curling club.  
Keep an eye on the weekly enews for game times. 

Calvary Youth Group Reunion
Join us for a 70’s and 80’s Calvary Youth Group Reunion.  Sunday, 
July 10 from 3:00-5:00 pm at the Sapphire Pavilion in Diamond 
Point Park.  It is a potluck with brats provided, so just bring a 
salad or dessert!  Hope to see you there!  Please contact Sharon 
Hoverson (sbhoverson@midco.net) for more information. 

GriefShare
If you or someone you know is dealing with grief, GriefShare may be 
helpful for you! GriefShare is held at Calvary on Thursday evenings at 
5:00 pm in room 1. If you have questions or would like more information, 
contact Erin at 813-417-7678. No preregistration is necessary, all are 
welcome to join in the conversation as we journey together.

mailto:sbhoverson@midco.net
mailto:gfultz@calvarybemidji.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/5ce4c66f-aa18-4c36-b970-333ac665076b.pdf?rdr=true
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Getting to Know Council Member ~ Mitch Eickman
Greetings Calvary!  My name is Mitch Eickman and I am an at-large member of your Church Council.  We are wrapping 
up the school year programming and I was a confi rmation mentor for the fi rst time this year.  It was a great experience and 
I am looking forward to next year's mentoring sessions.  I am excited for the new worship schedule starting in June with 
Sunday night services and a campfi re afterward.  What a great way to end the weekend hanging out around a campfi re, 
eating s'mores, and chatting about the week ahead.  Join us!

Vicar’s Viewpoint
Hey everybody, Vicar Jami here!  As I write this refl ection, summer is quickly approaching and Bemidji is starting to feel like a place I can get used 
to now that all of the snow is gone!  I’m eagerly anticipating warm months running, biking, and hiking outside, getting out on the water, and making 
the most of my remaining time here.  In some ways, knowing I have an entire “summer’s break” worth of time here feels like there is still plenty of 
time remaining.  However, the older I’ve gotten, the quicker those three months have seemed to fl y by – just as these past 9 months have.  I won’t 
get too caught up in my departure yet, though.  There is still a full summer of new and exciting worship opportunities, a mission trip to Philadelphia, 
and plenty of learning opportunities still ahead of me! 

This past month, especially compared to the rest of 2022 so far, has felt quite mild.  I unfortunately entered May with a positive COVID diagnosis, 
which resulted in a week of quarantining and working from home.  Missing a Sunday and Wednesday worship service that week was challenging, 
especially since the Wednesday service was a youth led, Pack the Pews worship.  Watching online from home, though, it seemed like a wonderful 
service, and I am so grateful to everyone who stepped up and helped coordinate that and other tasks of mine that I couldn’t tend to in my illness. 
Fortunately, my symptoms were very mild, so I was able to return to the offi  ce rested and recovered the second week of May, just in time for our 
Baccalaureate service.  One of my projects, in preparation for Baccalaureate, was contacting church members to sponsor our graduates.  In doing 
so, these individuals agreed to write them a letter congratulating them on their graduation, off ering to pray for them and keep in touch with them 
on behalf of Calvary for their years in college, or wherever else they may go following graduation.  Coordinating this was so meaningful and I so 
appreciate everyone who wrote to our graduates (if you’re reading this now – thank you, thank you!!)  My hope is that this continues to be a tradition 
at Calvary in the years after I leave, so if you’re interested in supporting next year’s graduates, there will be more opportunities!  May also brought 
the fi nal offi  cial Wednesday of Club, and it was a bittersweet and fun gathering.  Aside from these special occasions, I enjoyed returning to preaching 
Sundays, fi nishing my class at Luther Seminary, attending the Synod Gathering with Calvary’s pastors and several members of the congregation, 
and continuing to Run for God in preparation for this summer’s 10K. 

Looking ahead to June, I will be taking a weeklong vacation to the Boundary Waters with some seminary friends, and I am so excited for the bonding 
and time in nature that will happen.  I am also very excited to begin our summer worship schedule, especially outdoor evening services and the 
campfi re worship that will follow.  Most importantly, I look forward to taking as much time as possible to continue thriving in this church community 
and spend as much time with you all as possible before my fi nal Sunday on August 21.  But again, not going to focus too much on that today.  As 
always, I share deep gratitude and appreciation for you all for the many ways you support and nurture me in this wild experience that is internship. 

Until next time, peace and blessings! 
Vicar Jami

Calvary's Vendor Show
SAVE THE DATE FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

Calvary’s annual Vendor Show will be on August 20!  We are looking 
forward to partnering with businesses in the community and groups at 
Calvary to off er a day of fellowship, music, food, and joy!  Interested 
in being a vendor?  Please contact us in the church offi  ce or Tonie 
Peterson (218-444-0777).

Summer Offi  ce Hours
With changes to the worship and programming schedule our offi  ce 
hours will change beginning June 6.  Summer offi  ce hours are 
Monday to Thursday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, closed (or by appointment 
only) Fridays, and Sunday mornings 8:00-11:00 am. 

Bemidji Area Chruch Musicians
SUMMER RECITAL SERIES

BACM is gearing up for another great summer of Wednesday 
recitals!  This summer marks the 35th season of recitals.  From 12:00-
12:30 each Wednesday, a Bemidji area church hosts a recital for the 
public to enjoy.  Lunch will follow each recital with a freewill off ering.  
Check Calvary’s ENews weekly for the featured musician and venue 
location of each recital or click here for a full schedule.

https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/360740fc-f7df-4485-a204-f37d55132514.pdf?rdr=true



