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On the Move: Tracing the Footsteps of Martin 

Luther 
Dates: September 29– Oct. 14, 2023   

(current as of 9/15/2022; dates and itinerary are subject to change) 

luthertour2023@gmail.com  

When Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, he 

changed the face of Christianity forever.  Visit Luther Country and lift the veil on the story 

behind Martin Luther and the Reformation! Stand where the Great Reformer once stood and 

dive into the sea of cultural treasures just waiting to be discovered. All this while discovering 

cities like Leipzig, Nürnberg and Worms, a countryside rich in tradition, local churches, castles, 

including Neuschwanstein Castle, hiking, sampling culinary treats from various regions in 

Germany, experiencing elements of German history and culture, music featuring Johan 

Sebastian Bach, and taking in the beauty of the Erzgebirge (Ore Mountains) and the Bavarian 

Alps. 

 

TOUR FEATURES INCLUDE 

● German and English speaking trip leaders 

● Roundtrip Flight from Minneapolis, MN to/from Frankfurt, Germany (listed below as 

a separate cost estimate  - updated pricing available at the end of October 2022) 

● 2 nights – Eisleben, with day trip to Mansfeld 

● 4 nights – Leipzig, with city tour, learning about revolution that contributed to 

ending the Cold War, a day trip to Torgau and Wittenberg, and an optional day 

trip to the Erzgebirge 

● 2 nights – Erfurt, with day trip to the Wartburg and to Eisenach 

● 2 nights – Nürnberg, with stopovers in Coburg and Augsburg 

● 2 nights – Mittenwald 

● 2 nights – Worms 

● 15 total nights of accommodations (14 Hotels & 1 Airplane) 

● 3 Star Hotels, Double Occupancy (Single Occupancy Upgrade available) 
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● 14 Days private and motor coach and driver dedicated to this tour group starting 

and ending at the Frankfurt Airport 

● 14 Breakfasts (included with each hotel stay), 7 Group Dinners (including gratuity) 

● Half Day Guided Tour of Leipzig with local tour guide 

● Entrance fees, porterage, service charges, including: 

o Wartburg Castle 

o Neuschwanstein Castle 

o And more! 

● Optional side trips built into the overall per person cost  

● Optional Pre-departure workshops and orientation in spring/summer of 2023. 

 

Current Price Estimate (To Be Confirmed Fall 2022): $3,295/person based on double 

occupancy; single occupancy cost TBA; airfare not included. 

Airfare Estimate to/from Minneapolis, MN (MSP): $1,000 - $1,200/person 

Tentative payment plan: deposit due by November 2, 2022; second payment by February 28, 

2023; final payment July 31, 2023 
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On the Move: Tracing the Footsteps of Martin 

Luther 
Dates: September 29– Oct. 14, 2023   

(current as of 9/15/2022; dates and itinerary are subject to change) 

DAILY ITINERARY 
 
 

DAY 1 (SEPTEMBER 29): DEPARTURE TO FRANKFURT 

This evening we will depart from Minneapolis, MN to Frankfurt, Germany. Enjoy the in-flight 
service, movies and meals on our flight across the Atlantic.  
 
DAY 2 (SEPTEMBER 30): ARRIVE AT THE FRANKFURT AIRPORT; TRAVEL TO EISLEBEN 

A light breakfast will be served on the plane. Upon arrival in the early morning at Frankfurt 

airport we will go through customs and meet our driver. We’ll board our private motor coach 

for a 4 hour trip through central Germany to Eisleben. We’ll stop for lunch along the way.  

After checking in at the hotel and freshening up a bit, we’ll do a walking tour of Eisleben which 

played stage to many important events in Luther's life. Visit Luther’s birth house, his last 

residence, as well as the Church of St. Andrew where he preached his last sermon, the Church 

of Saints Peter and Paul, where he was baptized, and the Church of St. Anne, which houses the 

“Eisleben Stone Picture Bible”, consisting of twenty-nine sandstone slabs in relief, depicting 

important scenes from the Old Testament. Enjoy some afternoon Kaffee und Kuchen, preview 

the coming day and celebrate our arrival with a welcome group dinner.  

Overnight – Eisleben  

 

DAY 3 (OCTOBER 1): EISLEBEN AND MANSFIELD 

After breakfast, we’ll take a short drive to Mansfeld, where Luther lived his early years and 

attended school. It is also known as Lutherstadt (Luthercity). This little town is all about Martin 

Luther. We will visit the Luther School and the home of his parents. After a group lunch, put on 

your hiking shoes. We’ll join Germans in their Sunday afternoon routine, going for a longer 

walk, or hike, taking in Kaffee und Kuchen, before heading back to our hotel in Eisleben.    

Overnight – Eiselben  

 
DAY 4 (OCTOBER 2): LEIPZIG 
We continue by bus to Leipzig after breakfast where we will embark on a ½ Day Guided Tour of 
the city. Leipzig is important as a trade and book center, a university town, and was the cradle 
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of The Peaceful Revolution in 1989. We will visit St. Thomas’ Church, where Luther preached 
introducing The Reformation into this part of Saxony and where Johann Sebastian Bach was 
cantor. The famous St. Thomas’ Church Choir is based here. We’ll also see the Old Town Hall in 
the Market Square, Maedler-Passage with Auerbach’s Cellar, new Town Hall, and Church of St. 
Nicholas, home to the peace vigils that turned into demonstrations in 1989.  
Overnight – Leipzig 

 

DAY 5 (OCTOBER 3, GERMANY’S NATIONAL HOLIDAY): TORGAU/WITTENBERG 

Today, we continue in the steps of Martin Luther, depart for a one hour drive to Torgau and 
then later to Wittenberg, the city of Luther. In Torgau, we will explore the Katharina Luther 
Museum, & visit Hartenfels Castle. In Wittenberg we’ll embark on a walking tour, visit The 
Lutherhaus – his living and working quarters, the Castle Church, St. Mary’s Church and 
Wittenberg University, Germany’s first university founded in 1502. Enjoy free time in the 
Market Square and self guided tours of other Luther sites, such as, City Hall, Luther Monument, 
Cranach Courtyard and Cranach’s House, Melanchthon House and Luther’s Oak.   
Late in the afternoon, we’ll return to our hotel in Leipzig, where everyone can explore a 
restaurant of their choice for supper. 
Overnight – Leipzig  

 

DAY 6 (OCTOBER 4): LEIPZIG  

Today you are on your own to explore the city, more thoroughly investigate the sites you saw 
during our city tour, relax, go shopping, and just get a feel for the city. We will provide 
suggestions for things to do. 
Overnight – Leipzig 

 
DAY 7 (OCTROBER 5): LEIPZIG/ OPTIONAL DAY TRIP TO THE ERZGEBIRGE 

The Erzgebirge is a mid-size mountain range in Eastern Germany, known for its iron ore 
deposits and mining. It’s also the hotbed for wood carving artisans well known throughout the 
world for their holiday figurines and Christmas pyramids. We’re hoping to set up a small 
workshop with one of the local wood carvers.  
Overnight – Leipzig  
DAY 8 (OCTOBER 6): ERFURT 
We board our bus for a short drive to Erfurt, one of Germany’s most picturesque medieval 
cities. Erfurt is the spiritual home of Martin Luther. He studied here from 1501-1505. Because 
of his experience in a thunderstorm, he entered the Augustinian Monastery.  Erfurt is the most 
important “Lutheran City.” We’ll spend the rest of the morning on a walking tour of Erfurt, the 
historical capital of Thuringia. See St. Mary’s Cathedral where Luther was ordained as a priest 
and visit the Augustinian Church and Monastery.  
Overnight – Erfurt 

 
DAY 9 (OCTOBER 7): EISENACH/WARTBURG 

Our day begins with a day trip visit to Eisenach in the Thuringian Forest where little has 
changed since the Middle Ages. Martin Luther had many connections to the town of Eisenach. 
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Visit the Luther House where Luther was educated from 1498 – 1501. We’ll continue to the 
Medieval UNESCO World Heritage Site, Wartburg Castle, towering 560 feet above the valley, 
where Luther, disguised as a nobleman, took shelter from the wrath of the Pope when he 
translated the New Testament from Greek to German in 1521-1522. Eisenach is also the 
birthplace of Johann Sebastian Bach – often called the Fifth Evangelist. 
Overnight – Erfurt 

 

DAY 10 (OCTOBER 8): NÜRNBERG  
Today we’ll head to the city of Nürnberg with a stopover in Coburg, where, from April to 
October 1530, during the Diet of Augsburg, Martin Luther sought protection at the Fortress, as 
he was under an Imperial ban at the time. While he stayed at the fortress, Luther continued 
with his work translating the Bible into German. In the afternoon we’ll continue to Nürnberg, 
the first free Imperial town to accept the reformation. We’ll embark on an introductory walking 
tour of Nürnberg, which was Germany’s most important city at the center of philosophical and 
religious developments. Nürnberg, of course, is also well known for the Nürnberg Trials after 
WW2, where German officials involved in war crimes and crimes against humanity were 
brought before an international tribunal. 
Overnight – Nürnberg  
 
DAY 11 (OCTOBER 9): NÜRNBERG  
Today we discover many of the intriguing reasons for which Nürnberg is so well known, ranging 
from a rich and critical history in part due to its central location in Germany, including the 
Nürnberg Trials after WW2, to beautifully maintained medieval parts of the city, to some of its 
culinary treats! 
Overnight – Nürnberg  

 
DAY 12 (OCTOBER 10):  MITTENWALD 
Our bus trip today takes us first to Augsburg, long one of the most powerful and richest cities of 
Germany. The Mozart family originated in Augsburg. In 1530, the “Confession Augustina” was 
publicly proclaimed for the first time. On our walking tour of Augsburg we will visit Church of St. 
Anne (Luther stayed here in October 1518), the starting point of the Reformation in Augsburg 
with an original portrait of Luther by Lucas Cranach the Elder and we’ll see Luther’s “Da hinab,” 
part of the city wall where Luther secretly fled the city in 1518. 
Then on to Mittenwald, via parts of the famed Romantic Road in Germany. In 1511, Luther and 
a colleague were sent to Rome on a business trip for the Augustinian order. Luther began and 
ended the trip in Erfurt. On the return journey, he likely stopped in Mittenwald where it’s 
thought he spent the night in the Pilgerhaus (Pilgrim House). Although there’s no direct 
evidence of his time in Mittenwald, the Pilgerhaus and the local evangelical church 
(Dreifaltigkeitskirche Mittenwald) have a monument commemorating Luther’s visit. 
Overnight – Mittenwald 
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DAY 13 (OCTOBER 11): MITTENWALD and hiking 
Everyone gets to do what they like doing best today, from relaxing in a Café around town to 
souvenir shopping to picking one of the nearby  hikes in the Bavarian Alps we’ll have on the 
menu for the day. Either way, you’ll be breathing in some fresh Alpine air and you just might 
get teased into your next trip to Europe! 
Overnight – Mittenwald 

 
DAY 14 (OCTOBER 12): WORMS via Neuschwanstein  
In the morning, we will take our bus to the Neuschwanstein Castle, which is also known as the 
‘Disney Castle’ and is one of three extravagant castles “Crazy” King Ludwig built for himself.  
In the afternoon, we’ll continue through southern Germany to Worms, our farewell stop for 
this tour.  
Overnight – Worms 

 
DAY 15 (OCTOBER 13): WORMS 
We will spend our final day in Worms, home of the largest Reformation  Memorial in the world 
and where the Diet of Worms was held, perhaps the most important testimony to Protestant 
history.   We’ll take a tour of the Luther Memorial, Worms City Museum in St. Andrew’s 
Collegiate Church, Trinity Church on Market Square where Luther’s appearance at the Imperial 
Diet is depicted in a mosaic on a tower wall. We’ll visit the Cathedral of St. Peter, one of the 
great examples of German style Romanesque architecture churches, and here take a short walk 
to  St Andrew’s Church, a former abbey college now a city museum with artifacts of Worms' 
Roman days.   Enjoy the rest of the day at leisure and last minute shopping. We’ll cap off our 
adventures together with a final group dinner 
Overnight – Worms 

 
DAY 16 (OCTOBER 14) : FRANKFURT/RETURN FLIGHT TO THE MINNEAPOLIS 

After an early breakfast we will get on our bus for the last time to transfer to the Frankfurt 
Airport for our flight back to the United States. 
Overnight – in your own home or hotel of your choice ☺.  
********************************************************************************************* 

Tour Leaders and contact information – email luthertour2023@gmail.com 
Becky Bergquist  218-760-2996 

Lisa Christensen Graefe 218-368-8102 

Martin Graefe  218-368-9671 

 
Becky is zealous for spiritual growth, as her faith has led her to a variety of theological studies as a member at 

Calvary Lutheran in Bemidji, MN. She loves nature and the outdoors, traveling and is always up for a new 

adventure. One of her favorite pastimes is researching and planning places to experience.  

 

Lisa and Martin  have attended First Lutheran Church since Bemidji 1997. Lisa is a graduate of St. Olaf College, 

holds a Master’s degree in German Literature from the University of Illinois, and currently teaches German at 

Bemidji State University. Martin is a native speaker of German and has been working in various administrative 

capacities at Concordia Language Villages since 1995. In 2017, Lisa and Martin planned and led a tour of Iceland for 

17 family members. They love to travel, explore and discover! 
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