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"And God saw that it was good" (Genesis 1, recurring)
Dearly beloved in Christ, 

I am writing this on the fi rst anniversary of my very fi rst encounter with Calvary’s elected leaders. It was a zoom call, grainy and awkward as they 
frequently are. The Council was in the “zoom room” and I upstairs in our Baltimore rowhouse. The wifi  in our home was not dependable so I was 
anxious. What if I froze in some odd pose and couldn’t get back on? I was also excited to meet the Council, to hear of the fears and anxieties, hopes 
and dreams which motivated and compelled the mission here. Your beloved pastor of 20 years was leaving, having accepted a new call. There was 
grief and loss and worry in the congregation and among the staff . We (Dave and I) were also in grief, though of a diff erent kind since we were leaving 
a home and congregation and friends and family and neighbors and a city to head west to an uncertain future. Where would we land? 

This is the national month of Thanksgiving. As a country we pause and give thanks and refl ect on the past year and anticipate the next. For many 
of you, it is also hunting season and at the very end of it, almost unnoticed, the beginning of the season of Advent, when we wait with hope for the 
birth of a Savior. Last year in November you said farewell to Pr. Genelle Netland, gave thanks for her leadership and love. You wept and worried and 
hugged and celebrated and made ready for a stranger to arrive from the East. Masks were a thing, necessary. No Coff ee Hour, no CalvaryAlive, no 
funeral lunches. Council meetings always contained a COVID update. 

So this month is a month packed full of thanksgivings. As God said in the very act of creation again and again and again, “And God saw that it was 
good.” It was good on the fi rst day and the second day and the third day until the seventh day when it was VERY good. Somehow God just kept 
blessing Calvary every step of this past year. I am thankful for your resiliency, your fl exibility, your faith, for an amazing Staff  and Council of leaders 
passionate about the mission and ministry of this congregation you love. I am thankful for the resolute strength and focus of the Call Committee and 
your active openness to the “GiveBoldly: a Stewardship of Love” campaign. If you haven’t had a chance to mail or bring your pledge card with you to 
worship, please do in the coming weeks. Place them in the off ering plate even if you give (as many of us do) on-line through RebelGive. For those 
of you who have, thanks!  

Martin Luther shared this wisdom in the Small Catechism, “Surely we ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him.” And isn’t that true? 

With thanksgiving and a grateful heart and as God would say, “It is good; it is very good,” 

Pastor Susan Tjornehoj
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All Saints Sunday
We begin this month celebrating All Saints Sunday.  Calvary Lutheran 
Church lifts up the names of those that have passed away during the 
past year on All Saints Day.  We will do this again during our worship 
services on November 6 for those that passed since our Nov. 2021 
service.  Feel free to include the name(s) of your loved ones that 
passed away in the past year (Nov. 2021-October 2022) by fi lling out 
this form.  You may also call the church offi  ce before Friday, November 
4. May God continue to comfort you in your grief.

November Call Committee Update
We continue the adventure of fi nding our next senior pastor. So far 
we have had a total of six applications, fi ve zoom meet and greets, 
and we have off ered in-person interviews to three applicants. Of the 
three people invited for an in-person interview, two of them decided to 
stay in their current call and the third was moving forward in the call 
process with another church, and therefore withdrew prior to the in-
person interview. So, this past week we completed our fi rst in-person 
interview. As a group we will discern, pray, and gather our thoughts 
on how we should move forward in this process. Please continue to 
keep us in your prayers as we continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
Please continue to ask questions that may arise during this process 
and we will continue to give monthly updates.

Online Church Directory!
Calvary's new church directory is online, and we need YOU!  Check 
it out at members.instantchurchdirectory.com and create a login 
using the email address the church offi  ce has on fi le for you (if you 
don't know what that is or need to update it, contact the church offi  ce).  
The contact information we have on fi le for you is pre-loaded, which 
you can edit and add a family picture!  Click HERE or scan the QR 
code to check out the blockbuster tutorial video featuring Pr. Jeremiah 
for step by step instructions.
This directory is available through any web browser, 
or the app (search for instant church directory).  Have 
your church family with you everywhere you go on 
your phone or other mobile device!

Christmas Choral Cantata
Our choir will be sharing the story of Christmas through song on 
Sunday, December 18, 2022.  We would love if you would consider 
joining our ranks to make our choral sound even better for this 
important message!  Our choir meets at 5 PM on Thursdays.  We will 
begin rehearsing our cantata starting Nov. 3.  Join us for a 6 week 
committment in a fun group sharing a blessed message!

The Refuge
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Calvary is off ering a new grief support group for those who have 
experienced a death related loss.  This is a continuous support 
group called The Refuge.  Group meetings are from 5:00-7:00 pm on 
Thursdays in Room 1 at Calvary.  No need to pre-register.  Contact 
Erin at (813) 417-7678 with questions!  

Do the holidays feel 
meaningless this year? 
Do you wonder how you’ll 
make it through without 
your loved one by your 
side? 

There are others who 
understand what you’re 

going through, and you can fi nd them at our GriefShare Surviving the 
Holidays seminar. During this 2-hour event, you’ll be welcomed into 
a nurturing space where you can hear from counselors, pastors, and 
others who have survived the holidays without their loved one. You’ll 
also learn practical tips for navigating this season and leave with a 
workbook to continue your healing at home.  

We will be meeting on December 4 from 2-4pm at Calvary Lutheran 
followed immediately by the Blue Christmas service as a fi rst stepping 
stone to sitting with the pain and loss.  The cost for the materials will 
be $15 per person.  Scholarships are available.  For questions, contact 
Erin at 813-417-7678

Thanksgiving Community Meal
Bemidji Community Meals is going to deliver Thanksgiving meals this 
year for home bound people.  We will not be serving a meal in person.  
If you would like a meal delivered, please call Karen at 218-214-3452 
by November 18 to allow suffi  cient time to order the food we will need.  
We also need volunteers for a couple hours on Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, volunteers on Thanksgiving morning to help in the 
kitchen and of course drivers to deliver the meals to peoples’ homes.  
If you are willing to help in any of those areas please call Karen at 
218-214-3452.

Thanksgiving Holiday
In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, Calvary will not have 
Wednesday worship or programming on November 23.  The offi  ce 
and building will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 24 & 25.    
Have a safe and blessed holiday weekend!

Worship at Calvary
We gather three times each week to celebrate the love that God has 
for each of us and to honor him through our worship.  Sundays we 
have two services: 8:30 am traditional and 10:45 am contemporary.  
Wednesdays we worship at 6:15 pm, following our 5:30 meal.  All 
are welcome ~ come and experience Calvary as we strive to be in 
fellowship, support each other, and worship our God!

members.instantchurchdirectory.com
https://youtu.be/Bd3Ym-11SFM
https://forms.office.com/r/XhU8tjxanH
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST-JULY

General Fund – September

Income  Budgeted YTD 
$115,846 $101,461 $181,292  
Expenses Budgeted YTD 
$86,553  $105,460 $168,984
(General Income Y-T-D Includes Grants of $6,357)  

Cash, Receivables, & Savings:  $247,020

September Ministry Partner: Calvary Foundation $1,573.35

Calvary Foundation Balance:  $54,154

MONTHLY MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ BSU/NWTC LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
One of Calvary’s main ministry partners is Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) of Bemidji, 
housed in the Lutheran Campus Center at 1221 Birchmont Dr. NE, at the south end of BSU’s 
campus. LCM is a vital outreach of our church, as it establishes supportive relationships with 
and genuine hospitality for young adults during their college years. Pastor Emily serves both 
the BSU and Northwest Technical College communities, providing worship opportunities and 
connecting students with local churches in fellowship.  

LCM is our November monthly ministry partner - please help support this important ministry we share. You can donate using Rebel Give, or by 
writing a check to Calvary Lutheran with "monthly ministry partner" in the memo line. Thank you again for supporting the work of the larger church!

Calvary Happenings
This article featuring New Members, Deaths, and Baptisms is 
updated monthly as a way to stay informed of what is happening in 
our congregation.
• Baptisms: Peytra Ann Duran 
• Deaths: Paul Clemens
• New Members: Evie Halvorson & Mike Anderson; Renee Dralle 

& Jenna Dralle; Alyssa Lyons & Dylan, Aiden and Alaric Lyons; 
Brett & Wendy Carter; Diane Simpson

See Calvary's November Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

Advent/Christmas Decorating
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Wow!  It's already 
Advent/Christmas Season!  Historically, Calvary 
has had some amazing volunteers come in to 
decorate our church spaces to celebrate and 
anticipate Christ's birth, so we need you, amazing 
volunteers!  We are planning to decorate on 
Sunday, November 23, right after the 10:45 am 
service (although there will likely be some earlier 
projects in the mix by fi rst service goers).  A light 
lunch will be provided.  We should be done by 
2:00 pm.  This is a great opportunity to be the 
church together, to have some fellowship and fun, 
and get in the mood for the celebratory season of Advent/Christmas! 

Meal Schedule for Calvary Alive 
• November 2 – Tacos  
• November 9 – Lasagna  
• November 16 – Chef's Choice  
• November 23 – No Meal – Happy Thanksgiving!  
• November 30 – Tater Totdish 
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Mission Trip Wreath Fundraiser
It’s time once again for you to support Calvary Youth by decorating 
your house, business or deer stand with a beautiful wreath from 
Jen’s Wreaths. Youth in Junior and Senior High will be traveling 
to Milwaukee and Nashville this summer to gain a deeper 
understanding of serving in Jesus’ name and to be served by the 
people of those communities. Find a youth who has a fl yer and order 
your wreaths or stop in the church offi  ce to order there. All funds 
raised will benefi t the mission trip and will make a big diff erence 
in the life and faith of our youth. Orders will be due the second 
week of November and wreaths will be available the week after 
Thanksgiving. Contact Brett Carter (bcarter@calvarybemidji.org)
with any questions. Thanks for supporting Calvary Youth through 
your prayers and through this fundraiser. See the back page for 
your great options this year!

Adult Education Opportunities!
Interested in diving deeper into the Bible?  Hungry to know more about 
God’s work in the church?  Just bored while waiting for your kids to get 
done with Sunday School?  Calvary’s Adult Education could be just the 
ticket!  During November, join Pr. Jeremiah for some conversation around 
the history of our three Creeds (Apostles’, Nicene, and... there’s another 
one?!?), the book of Jonah, and more!  Adult Ed meets at the end of the 
hall in room 12 between Sunday services, beginning around 9:40 am.

Angel Tree
It’s that time of year again when we are planning our Christmas lists!  
Unfortunately, there are many people in our community that are struggling 
to survive.  You can help families in our community by participating in our 
virtual Angel Tree gift program.  Watch Calvary's Enews, website, and 
Facebook for a link to the virtual Angel Tree sign up, which will go live on 
Sunday, November 18.  Once active, you will be able to select someone 
to give a gift to from a list of kids and adults.  Select one or more people 
to gift from the list and go shopping.  You can also contact the offi  ce if you 
would like help signing up to provide gift(s).

All gifts must be put in gift bag, unwrapped, clearly labeled with the 
assigned number code, and turned into the church offi  ce by December 
16.  Thanks for blessing young ones that otherwise might not receive any 
gifts this season.

Please contact Shar (spaquette@calvarybemidji.org) if you would be able 
to help with some sorting of gifts during the week of Dec. 11-15.

https://calvarybji.sharepoint.com/sites/office/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Foffice%2FShared%20Documents%2FNewsletter%2F2022%20Newsletter%2FBirthdays%2FNovember%202022%20Birthdays%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Foffice%2FShared%20Documents%2FNewsletter%2F2022%20Newsletter%2FBirthdays&p=true&ct=1666970118217&or=OWA%2DNT&cid=c6326352%2D7ba8%2Dc65a%2Da427%2D3c59bcf6fc81&ga=1
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Getting to Know Calvary Council Member ~ Bryan Westerman
I am Bryan Westerman the newly elected Treasurer for the Council and the Congregation. Judy and I were married at 
the old 4th Street Calvary building, and I offi  cially joined the congregation in 1978. Our daughters have been baptized, 
confi rmed, and married at Calvary. Now our grandchildren are building their faith here as well. I hope to provide fi nancial 
guidance for the church and increase communications regarding our fi nancial position. I spent many years on the Council 
and Boards but it has been a while, so here I am again!

"GiveBoldly: A Stewardship of Love"
Calvary is currently in the process of celebrating and bringing to a close our Stewardship of Love Campaign.  It has been 
a great couple of months of sharing the stories of what makes our Church so incredible. What impact this community 
of faith called Calvary has on our members, our youth and our community! Once all is fi nalized, we will report out to the church the great work 
done by all of you in answering the call to steward the love we are so enriched in through the gift of Jesus Christ.   If you haven’t yet fi lled out 
your pledge card, please considering doing so and dropping it off  in the off ering plate or the offi  ce, or mailing it in.  Thanks for making Calvary 
Lutheran a place that serves, welcomes, and loves!

Click here to download a pledge card.  You can pick one up on the usher tables or in the offi  ce as well.

Wreath Fundraiser Supporting Youth Mission Trips
Find your favorite youth to order! If that's a diffi  cult choice, you can also order in the offi  ce by stopping in or calling 218-751-1893.

Germany Trip Sign Up Deadline Extended
We are still looking to fi ll seats for the Following the Footsteps of Martin Germany Trip 2023. Contact organizers Martin & 
Lisa Graefe and Becky Bergquist at luthertour2023@gmail.com for more information. 

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/giveboldly/



