
2508 Washington Ave SW
Bemidji, MN  56601

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BEMIDJI  | OCTOBER 2022

Of Ants, Asteroids, and the Joy of Giving!
Dear friends in Christ,

20 quadrillion.  That is the number of ants in the world.  It looks like this: 20,000,000,000,000,000!  20 with 15 zeros after it.  Ants outnumber humans 
by at least 2.5 million to just one of us.  The numbers are astonishing, aren’t they?  Or maybe you watched as NASA’s DART spacecraft “successfully” 
slammed into an asteroid this week.  DART, the size of a vending machine or a golf cart, the asteroid, a football fi eld.  For seven years, engineers 
planned for the encounter.  That little spacecraft, a fl ying golf cart, left earth way back in November.  And under the careful guidance of humans, 
NASA fl ight directors, traveling at approximately 15,000 MPH, hurtling through space, 10 months later it hits the mark, bullseye!  20 quadrillion ants 
and an asteroid hit by a fl ying spacecraft.  Awesome, mind-boggling, beyond comprehension.  It makes meeting a budget seem like a piece of cake, 
doesn’t it?!

Yet, in the kingdom God is creating among us, Jesus keeps talking about mustard seeds and lost pennies, tiny and insignifi cant things.  But it is 
the POWER contained in that seed, in that baby born in Bethlehem which can topple a tree or burst from a tomb.  No asteroids or quadrillions, just 
a mustard seed and a penny.  GiveBoldly: A Stewardship of Love is the theme of our fall stewardship campaign here at Calvary.  In the month of 
October, we will be invited and challenged to imagine the diff erence we can make through our giving.  Through stories and scripture, learning and 
prayer, each of us will be asked to give and to give joyfully and generously and boldly in response to God’s lavish love and grace.  Those gifts and 
commitments have the power to move asteroids, feed the hungry, share faith with young people, tend to those left homeless because of hurricanes 
or job loss, they provide pastoral care, a space to gather and the opportunity to come together to feast at Christ’s table.  20 quadrillion, a number 
unimaginable, an extra $4 a week in the off ering plate, a vision of a tithe, may seem enormous, but in God’s hands, all things are possible.

Make plans now to attend one of the Adult Education opportunities, prayerfully consider your fi nancial commitment to the mission of Jesus Christ here 
at Calvary, share your story through video or in writing of the diff erence Calvary has made in your life and bring that stewardship of love card with you 
to church October 23 or 26.  Just imagine what God will do through you and this community!

With a grateful heart for you and for God’s bold and constant love,
Pastor Susan Tjornehoj
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Worship at Calvary
There is a buzz in the air!  We are settling into our 'improved' worship 
times to allow for the in-between services education hour on Sundays.   
There is something for everyone!  Our Wednesday worship is a-buzz 
with young energy as we return to our Wednesday programming.  We 
continue to have an online worship community as well.  God is great, 
and we love to worship our Lord!

We gather for traditional style worship on Sundays at 8:30 am and 
contemporary style worship at 10:45 am and Wednesdays at 6:15 pm.  
We will continue to off er communion during each service to make sure 
that worshipers that don't get here every week can still celebrate the 
meal with us.  

Please consider helping with communion or Altar Guild (setting up for 
communion), especially for the 10:45 am Sunday and the 6:15 pm 
Wednesday evening services.  We will equip you so that you feel 
comfortable in the duties requested. Please let the offi  ce know if you 
can help serve our community in this way.Welcome Brett Carter

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

Brett grew up in Thief River Falls with 
regular trips to the cabin on Lavinia 
Road (Bemidji) since birth (maybe 
before).  Wendy and Brett moved into 
that cabin for a year in 2015 while 
building a home in Bagley, but surprise, 
in March of 2022, after six years in the new house, they moved back 
to Bemidji—downsizing and simplifying to make it easier to visit their 
four daughters and two grandchildren in four states.  Brett started a 
career in radio four days after high school and found his way back 
to that station 28 years later before accepting his most recent job as 
Volunteer Coordinator/Producer for KAXE/KBXE, Northern Community 
Radio.  In between Brett worked at several radio stations, at a few 
newspapers, as a youth pastor in three diff erent churches, and as an 
editor at Augsburg Fortress Publishers in Minneapolis (check the front 
of your Spark Bible—his name is in there!).  He’s looking forward to 
collaborating with all the members of Calvary to work on the question, 
will our next generation have faith? 

October Call Committee Update
Thank you to those of you who have continued to ask questions in 
regards to where we are in the call process and continue to keep us 
all in your prayers.  During the prior update, we were looking forward 
to an in-person interview which was canceled due to the candidate 
moving forward to another call.  Since then, we have had two more 
zoom “meet and greets” and are looking forward to an in-person 
formal interview in the upcoming weeks.  We worked out the details 
of the schedule for the in-person interview as we all look forward to 
meeting the candidate face to face.  We continue to fi nd the Holy Spirit 
throughout this process and we are all very grateful to be part of this 
process.  Thank you congregation and staff  for the ongoing support 
and prayers. 

Farewell Kim Warren
After six years of being a pillar of Calvary’s community, Kim Warren, 
our Administrative Assistant, is moving into the next chapter of her 
life.  We are excited for Kim and her family’s new opportunity, as her 
husband has accepted a call to serve in Wisconsin, even if it means we 
can no longer keep her to ourselves.  Kim has made an immeasurable 
impact on Calvary’s youth, parishioners, and staff , and will always be 
a part of our Calvary family.  We wish her luck in the next step of 
her journey and hope she continues to spread her wealth of kindness 
wherever she goes, just as she did here. 

Please join us to celebrate Kim’s time with us during our worship 
service on Wednesday, October 12. 

Online Church Directory!
Calvary's new church directory is online, and we need YOU!  Check 
it out at members.instantchurchdirectory.com and create a login 
using the email address the church offi  ce has on fi le for you (if you 
don't know what that is or need to update it, contact the church offi  ce).  
The contact information we have on fi le for you is pre-loaded, which 
you can edit and add a family picture!  Click HERE or scan the QR 
code to check out the blockbuster tutorial video featuring Pr. Jeremiah 
for step by step instructions.

This directory is available through any web browser, 
or the app (search for instant church directory).  Have 
your church family with you everywhere you go on 
your phone or other mobile device!

New Member Welcome
We have exciting things to be a part of here at Calvary!  Joining Calvary 
in membership is a great way to participate in our church community!  
If you or someone you know is interested in membership at Calvary, 
please contact the church offi  ce.
• New Member Orientation - If you are interested in membership, 

join us Wednesday, October 19 at 5:00 pm.  You’ll meet other folks 
joining Calvary, learn more about Calvary, how to get involved, 
and more!

• New Member Welcome - Join us in worship Sunday, October 23 
or Wednesday, October 26 to meet our new members!

Please contact the offi  ce or Pastor Jeremiah (revholst@calvarybemidji.
org) for more information.

Calvary Choir
We need you!  Please come and share your vocal gifts with our church 
community!  Rehearsals are Thursdays at 5:00 pm, and we usually 
sing the fi rst and third Sunday of each month.  Sing to the Lord a new 
song!  You can help serve our community in this way.

Confi rmation Sunday
Calvary's 9th graders will be celebrating their Affi  rmation of Baptism 
(Confi rmation) at the 10:45 am worship service on Reformation 
Sunday, October 30!  Let's celebrate together the faith God has gifted 
to these amazing brothers and sisters. 

First Communion
Interested in taking communion for the fi rst time?  Calvary will be having 
First Communion training between services on Sunday, October 9.  All 
ages are welcome to come and learn about the gift of God's table, 
freely given to all the baptized!  If you're not able to make it on October 
9, your pastors are always ready to meet with you and your children to 
talk about Communion, just give us a call!  We will off er another First 
Communion training this coming spring.  

The Refuge
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Calvary is off ering a new grief support group for those who have 
experienced a death related loss.  This is a continuous support 
group called The Refuge.  Group meetings are from 5:00-7:00 pm on 
Thursdays in Room 1 at Calvary.  No need to pre-register.  Contact 
Erin at (813) 417-7678 with questions!  

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://youtu.be/Bd3Ym-11SFM
mailto:revholst@calvarybemidji.org
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST-JULY

General Fund – August

Income  Budgeted YTD 
$65,445  $101,461 $65,445 
Expenses Budgeted YTD 
$82,431               $95,169               $82,431 
(General Income Y-T-D Includes Grants of $3,170)  

Cash, Receivables, & Savings:  $222,431

August Ministry Partner: Northwoods Caregivers & LSS         $1,996

Calvary Foundation Balance:  $54,154

MONTHLY MINISTRY PARTNER  ~ LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE
DOMESTIC HURRICANE RELIEF

For October, Calvary's monthly ministry partner is domestic hurricane relief through Lutheran Disaster Response.  Our nation is currently facing 
challenges from a number of hurricanes:

In Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, Hurricane Fiona brought torrential rainfall and devastating fl ooding to the islands.  Almost exactly fi ve years 
after Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico is again experiencing an island-wide blackout and damaged buildings and infrastructure.  Lutheran Disaster 
Response is working with the Caribbean Synod to develop an immediate response in impacted communities.

In Alaska, the remnants of Typhoon Merbok have caused widespread fl ooding along the state’s western coast.  This was one of the worst storms in 
recent decades in Alaska, with strong waves and heavy rainfall damaging homes, seawalls, roads and other infrastructure.  Offi  cials are planning a 
quick relief period before the water freezes.  Lutheran Disaster Response is working with the Alaska Synod to address the needs of those impacted 
by the storm.

You can help support this critical work by mailing or dropping a check in the off ering plate made out to Calvary with the memo line "monthly ministry 
partner," or through RebelGive by selecting the "Second Off ering Monthly Partner" option.

September's Ministry Partner
Thank you for donating to The Calvary Lutheran Foundation, our 
September monthly ministry partner.  With your donations, we raised 
$1,150 to help our Foundation.  The Foundation uses these funds for 
college scholarships, mission trip support, and camp scholarships. 

Calvary Happenings
This article featuring New Members, Deaths, and Baptisms is updated 
monthly as a way to stay informed of what is happening in our congregation.

• Baptisms: Millie Mae Kloehn on Sunday, September 9.
• Deaths: Bruce Davis on September 2. 

See Calvary's October Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday this month!

GiveBoldly: A Stewardship of Love”
During the next month you will have the opportunity to consider 
and pray about your impact on the church we call Calvary.  This 
month we are refl ecting on our time, commitment, and investment 
into the church programs, the community partnerships, and our 
world wide reach in service to others.  Please consider sharing 
the ways Calvary has impacted your family, and your walk in faith 
by stopping by the listening tables we have in between services 
on Sunday mornings and during Wednesdays Calvary Alive meal.  
Upcoming educational opportunities are also available during  adult 
education between services, schedule listed below. 

1. October 2 - “’GiveBoldly: A Stewardship of Love’ What does the 
Bible have to say about it?”

2. October 9 - “Nuts and Bolts of giving at Calvary: Everything 
you ever wanted to know about giving but were afraid to ask!”  

3. October 16 - “A Spirituality of Giving: Prayerful Preparation for 
Generosity Sunday and Wednesday.”

In the coming weeks you will receive mailings, texts, stories will be 
posted and shared with all the ways in which you can steward love 
and how the love of Calvary has impacted our members.   We are 
called by Jesus to love, please consider how you can share your 
love to impact our ministry.  

Tracing the Footsteps of Martin Luther
In collaboration with First Lutheran, we are 
off ering a fall Adult Education Series, “On 
the Move: Tracing the Footsteps of Martin 
Luther”.  We have a coordinating two-week trip 
to Germany planned in October 2023 which is 
focused on seeing many of the Martin Luther 
sites, so we are learning all we can before we go!  
Join us Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in Room 
12, by Zoom, or at First Lutheran Wednesdays 
at 6:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  October 2 & 
5 ~ Geography of Martin Luther, Martin Graefe 
and October 9 & 12 ~ Music of Martin Luther, 
Lisa Christensen-Graefe.  Saturday, October 15, 

10:00 am ~ Presentation and Q & A - All About Germany Trip 2023 via 
Zoom at same link as adult education series or schedule a private session 
by sending an email to luthertour2023@gmail.com.  German Luncheon/
Trip Commitment October 30 ~ Taste of Germany Luncheon, Noon at First 
Lutheran Church (free will off ering) - RSVP by October 20 to above email 
to assist with meal count.  Commitment for the 2023 Germany Trip is due 
on October 30.  Want more information or have questions?  Contact trip 
leaders Martin Graefe, Lisa Christensen-Graefe and Becky Bergquist at 
luthertour2023@gmail.com and join the "I Am Interested List" to receive 
email updates and/or ask questions.  

Meal Schedule for Calvary Alive 
• October 5 – Chicken Sandwiches 
• October 12 – Choice of Soup 
• October 19 – No Meal ~ MEA Break 
• October 26 – Halloween Meal 

mailto:luthertour2023@gmail.com
mailto:luthertour2023@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/80823a22101/f5608b2b-1656-4bc1-b668-7ec41bc64fe7.pdf?rdr=true
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Getting to Know Calvary Council Member ~ Sonia Wadena
Hi, my name is Sonia Wadena; my mom, Karen, my children, and I have been involved with Calvary Lutheran Church 
since 2001.  My adult daughters, Lawren and Lizzy, grew up in the church and fully participated in all aspects of the 
church off erings from Sunday School, children’s choir, Kingdom Kids, etc. up to youth group and adult mentorship.  I’ve 
been a Sunday School teacher, Calvary Alive meal coordinator, confi rmation mentor, and actively participate in high 
school youth group mentorship.  I look forward to being a part of our church council team and hope you will reach out to 
any of us with questions or concerns you may have.  We can be reached in person before or after services, by phone, 
or email.  Please join us for Traditional services at 8:30 and Contemporary at 10:45 am on Sundays and 6:15 pm for 
Wednesday evening worship service.

Adult Education Opportunities!
Calvary has TONS of amazing opportunities for adults to learn, grow, discuss, and think!  Check out our Adult Ministries webpage for a listing 
and information on the exciting options.  There are opportinities to follow in the "Footsteps of Martin Luther", to go deep and study theology with our 
two Theology Book Clubs, new off erings by our Stewardship team to learn about all the ways you can support Calvary, and MUCH more!  All are 
welcome to join in these groups and there are several options to join in the comfort of your home via Zoom! 

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/adult-ministries/



