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A Prayer of Thanksgiving
Loving God, I am in awe… I don’t really know how else to put it, because these last few months have been, to say the least, amazing. 
I mean, you know Lent is my favorite season. I certainly am not shy about that. There is just something about that call to return to 
you, the journey of coming together, growing deeper in faith, and connecting with our fellow siblings in Christ that's just so full of 
meaning. And to share it, here for the fi rst time with this new church family has been such a blessing. Thank you so much for the 
journey together. 

We dove in deep these last few months, that’s for sure. Gathering to study the Gospel of Mark really hit home in powerful ways. There 
were so many great questions in that space; stories, thoughts, and so much more shared as we learned about the depth of your love 
for us. And all of it coming together in the core message of how you would cross any barrier to be with us. Even death itself. I imagine 
there were some barriers that you crossed this Lenten season with our people. I wonder what others are still out there. From broken 
relationships to those wondering if they have lost their faith. We cry out to you God, and we trust that you listen. May these moments 
be only the beginning of many more moments of coming together. 

We gathered in deep moments of worship these last few months. Wow, the drama series was so good. Those who brought life to the 
characters and walked with us as we journeyed to the banquet of the king. What a joy it was to learn about life with you in this way 
and how you meet us in music, in the sacraments, in confession, in prayer, in worship, and of course your holy word itself. It all feels 
like a walk with you, God, and I continue to hear of stories of how folks felt you draw them close to yourself. Especially during Holy 
Week where we wove palm branches, saw your last supper come to life, and witnessed your story in the weaving of music and word. 
It was such a powerful week, and I know you changed lives during it. It is an honor to see your fi ngerprints on the journey and I pray 
you continue to touch our hearts with your creative love.  

And who could forget that moment together on Easter morning, when the brass rang out and we not only knew but felt deeply in our 
hearts that your love had triumphed. There are so few words that can truly describe how joyful it was to be together that morning. 
Wow, God. I am so in awe of you and why you do what you do. I think, ultimately, I just want to off er is my deepest gratitude for the 
gift of the village you call church. You shined through so many people these last few months. Decorators and quilters, musicians and 
actors, pastors and staff , adults and kiddos, cooks and teachers, those who lead and those who gathered, to you I give thanks for 
them all. Because it truly takes a village to make the whole journey come to life. And in it all, in them all, you are there, which makes 
all the work, the time, and energy spent worth it.  

May this just be the beginning of many beautiful journeys to come. May you continue to speak to our hearts and shape us into your 
people. May you break down the walls that separate us and lead us to overcome any challenge before us. And may we never forget 
the blessing it is to have each other, right here, right now, and as we share the journey in the years to come. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Pr. Chris
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Empowering Life Together
A STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY OF CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH

We have been talking a lot about our fi nancial situation as a church family these last few years. It has been a great challenge before 
us, and we have worked hard to overcome it together. We have a lot to celebrate this year. You have been amazing in your giving 
and connecting all year. Attendance is up by over 25% in worship. We have grown in our ministry, outreach, and giving year to year. 
While we ended last year with a defi cit of about $150,000, we have cut that in half in one year. That’s great news! The challenge, of 
course, is that we are still projecting this fi scal year to be about an $80,000 defi cit. While this is true, we are confi dent that together 
we can cut that down substantially and even see a pathway to ending the fi scal year balanced. To that end, we invite you to answer 
the call as we empower our life together. 

GIVE BOLDLY CHALLENGE:
Over the next few weeks, you will receive a letter about giving trends and an invitation on how you can help. Diff erent folks will also 
be sharing thanksgiving moments in worship for how Calvary has touched their lives. Finally, we are excited to rally together our 
support through a special Give Boldly Challenge Match. You will notice about 268 envelopes arriving in the Front Narthex, each with 
an assigned number. These envelopes are designed to empower our ministry by providing one-time special gifts to end our fi scal 
year strong. Each gift will be matched to a total of $35,000! Plus, if we secure 10 additional new automated giving sign ups through 
RebelGive, we will unlock an additional $5,000 gift. Achieving all this will not only end our fi scal year strongly but has the potential to 
end our year without a defi cit. We are so thankful for the life we share together as Calvary. Let’s end the year strong and step out of 
this fi nancial hole, stepping into the future of life together in ministry. We can do it together!
Pr. Chris and the Stewardship Ministry Team
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See Calvary's May Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday in May!
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A Special Thanks 
Thank you to all those who made our Lenten Journey and Holy Week 
such a blessed and meaningful experience. From the decorators to 
those who prepped communion, from the musicians, choir members, 
pastors, and those who brought the dramas and live last supper to life 
to the meal teams, offi  ce staff , and all those who worked hard behind 
the scenes, we are so thankful and blessed by your passion and gifts. 
You are amazing and touched our hearts deeply with God’s love.

Lenten Thank Yous
COSTUME DESIGNERS
Thank you to Nicki Lemmer and Donna Olson for their work creating 
the costumes for the dramas and live last supper. We also give thanks 
to Deb Bartz for her work in creating the tablecloth for the live last 
supper. All your creative and beautiful work really brought us into the 
experience of these ministries come to life. Thank you so much for 
your gifts!

See Calvary's April Birthdays Here!
View this newsletter on the web and follow this link to see who to 
wish a happy birthday in April!

Last Days of Sunday School
We are in the last weeks of Sunday School and looking forward to 
fi nishing with a fabulous spring splash. Here’s a special invitation to all 
the families who have been to the Connections Worship any Sundays 
this year. On May 5, at 10:30am, the last day of Sunday School, let’s 
take a big family photo with everyone who has had any part of Sunday 
School this year. We’ll celebrate all our helpers that day, too. Otherwise, 
it will be the usual worship at 10:30am and 11:00am Sunday School. 
Say cheese with the whole Sunday school family! 

Baccalaureate for Graduating Seniors
We’re having a high school senior celebration and recognition and 
picture party as part of our baccalaureate service on Wednesday, May 
15 at 7:00pm. We’d love to see senior pictures of this year’s graduates 
and pictures in their faith formation events—baptism, fi rst communion, 
confi rmation, Sunday School and more. Graduates or their families  
can send digital fi les to bcarter@calvarybemidji.org. We’ll also need a 
little information about future plans and would love to hear any special 
Calvary memories. You should receive communication about this at 
home, if not, talk to Brett for the details. We’re so excited to celebrate 
our graduates, 7:00pm, Wednesday, May 15 with treats and coff ee after. 

Calvary Game Night! 
Join us for Calvary's fi rst game night on Tuesday, May 14! We will meet 
in Calvary's Lounge at 5:30pm to decide what games we will play for 
the night. The more people that show up, the more games we will have 
going. Bring your friends, family, and favorite games and be 
ready for a fun night with some new friends!

We hope to hold many more game nights in the future. If 
you would like to join but can't make it on Tuesday nights, 
just keep an eye out! The schedule may sift as we get 
game nights up and running. If you have questions, 
ideas, or recommendations, please contact Garrett in  
Calvary's offi  ce.

Save The Date to Dive Into VBS!
VBS is in August again this year, Monday-Thursday, August 12-15 from 

9:00am-Noon and Sunday, August 
18 during worship. It’s for preschool 
kids going into preschool - 6th grade 
this fall. We’re getting ready to take 
kids deep into an amazing undersea 
adventure where they’ll experience 
the ever-fl owing, never-ending love 
of God. At Scuba VBS, kids will be 
immersed in the Word and discover 
what living water is really all about! 

Registration information will be coming soon.

Calvary Foundation Scholarship
Support is available for college-aged students at Calvary! The Calvary 
Lutheran Church Foundation is off ering a scholarship of $300/year 
(for up to 4 years) for those youth who have been active in the life 
and ministry of this congregation—Sunday school, worship, CLUB, 
summer trips, VBS and more. Apply for this scholarship by May 15 
through a short application process which will be reviewed by the 
Foundation Board. We look forward to continuing to support you in 
your life of faith and to hearing from you as you continue that journey 
in college. Contact the church offi  ce for more information.

Calvary's Spring Bazaar
Come join us at Calvary Lutheran Church on Saturday, April 27 at 
9:00am-2:00pm and shop for that special gift for Mother's Day. The 
Youth Group will also be serving lunch from 11:00am - 1:00pm to 
raise money for their Mission trips this summer.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F80823a22101%2Fe8740c26-6b6b-4b29-a854-871c66d217ff.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F80823a22101%2Fb7878eb1-fe6f-4c42-b84a-f481aead9865.docx%3Frdr%3Dtrue&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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FINANCIAL REPORT
12 MONTH FISCAL YEAR – AUGUST-JULY

General Fund – February

Income  Budgeted YTD Income
$78,120   $97,821  $610,076
Expenses Budgeted YTD Expenses
$93,071   $100,459 $654,939 

Cash, Receivables, & Savings: $41,124

February Ministry Partner: United Way - Backpack Buddies $1,807
Calvary Foundation Balance:   $55,443

We want to thank everyone for their continued support as we grow in 
our ministry together!

APRIL'S MINISTRY PARTNER ~ CALVARY LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Calvary's April ministry partner is our very own preschool! Proceeds will be directed toward tuition scholarships for 
families who may be struggling to pay for tuition. We feel called to serve in any way we can, even if we need some 
help to do it. 

Through generous fi nancial support, we have been able to off er scholarships to all in need who attend our preschool. 
This is a great way for us to help our families feel welcomed to our preschool program. We know that not all families 
seek out this kind of support, but we can help answer some prayers by making the support available. Donations can 
be made by check or online through RebelGive with "Ministry Partner" or "Preschool Scholarship” in the memo line. 

MAY'S MINISTRY PARTNER ~ PEOPLES  CHURCH

Peoples Church is a vital ministry that supports our local homeless population 
with food, shelter, worship, and community. These needs have been felt 
particularly hard in our area, with community members reporting that 
homelessness and related issues are the number one problem our community 
faces. 

A mission congregation of the ELCA, Peoples Church of Bemidji is made up of folks from diverse ethnic backgrounds, most well-acquainted with 
poverty and some marginalized in our community. Peoples Church has been at the forefront of caring for some of our most vulnerable neighbors 
for over 20 years! Please help us support this vital ministry in our community! You can make checks out to Calvary with "Ministry Partner" or 
"Peoples Church" in the memo line, or donate online with RebelGive.

Bemidji Community Food Shelf Update
Thank you for your donations to the Food Shelf in March. You 
provided 25,145 pounds of goods and cash donations of $119,000. 
That is wonderful and we are grateful, yet the demand for food shelf 
services has doubled in the past two years for families served from 
6,000 to 12,000 families. The demand continues to be high. If you are 
considering providing food items especially needed are canned tuna, 
canned foods, and boxes of macaroni and cheese. 

Please put on your calendars May 18th from 8:00am-noon the Food 
Shelf open house and plant sale which will take place in the main 
shopping area of the Food Shelf building. The address is 1260 
Exchange Ave SE. Hope to see you there! 

Calvary provides volunteers to help at the food shelf every 4th 

Wednesday of the month from 9:00am-noon. Please contact Len 
Ochowicz at 320-364-3117 if you would like to help those in need shop 
for food.

The Refuge
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Calvary is hosting a grief support group for those who have 
experienced a death related loss, especially during this Holiday 
season. This is a continuous support group called The Refuge, with 
group meetings held on Tuesday evenings from 4:00-6:00pm. The 
Refuge meets in Room 1 at Calvary. No need to pre-register.
Contact Erin Kossivi at 813-417-7678 with questions!  

Refuge Kids
This group is for any child that has lost a close family member 
(parents, sibling, or primary caregiver). The program is best suited 
for kids 7-13 years of age.  For more information contact Erin Kossivi 
at 813-417-7678.

Cemetery Clean-up Day 
SATURDAY, MAY 4 AT 8:00AM

We are looking for volunteers to help us with 
some Spring cleaning at Calvary Cemetery 
(Roosevelt Road.) We will meet at the 
cemetery at 8:00am to work on a variety of 
projects. Please bring your own water, rakes, 
work gloves, and work boots. To join, text or 
call Arden Stevens at (218) 556-8970 to let 
her know you can help.

Put your faith into action and come to serve!

Baptisms at Calvary
If you are interested in having your child baptized at Calvary, please 
visit our baptism page on our website to get scheduled with us! If you 
have any questions, you can contact the offi  ce at 218-751-1893 or 
Visit our website to register.

https://www.calvarybemidji.org/baptismnew-members/
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Opportunities to Connect
Quilters - Thursdays 9:00 - 11:00am
Men's Breakfast & Bible Study - Wednesdays 8:00am
Martha Circle -  Every 3rd Tuesday of every month 1:00 - 3:00pm
Hope Circle -  Every 3rd Tuesday of every month 9:30 - 11:00am
Marigold Circle - 1st or 2nd Monday every of month 10:00 - 12:00pm
Senior Group - 3rd Friday of every month 12:00 - 1:30pm
Crafters - 2nd and 4th Mondays of every month 

For more information about the diff erent groups please contact the 
front offi  ce 218-751-1893.

A Message from Calvary Council ~ Renee Dralle
He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!! Yes, I know Easter has come and gone, but the joy, hope and 
promise of Easter Sunday morning is still alive and well at Calvary! The Council would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to everyone involved in the Lenten Services and Easter Sunday Service. What 
an amazing example of the wonders God can do through His children! As a congregation, Calvary 
is now on the threshold of yet another opportunity to put our faith and commitment into practice as 
we look to change the fi nancial outlook for our church. In 2023, we ended the year with a loss of 
$152,000. This year the projected loss is about $80,000. This reduction in loss is amazing growth 
and should not be overlooked! The Council, along with the Ministry Team, would like to invite you 
to participate in the "Empowering Life Together Stewardship Ministry". Soon, you will be receiving a 
letter about this unique, one time giving opportunity. Keep your eyes, ears and hearts open to learn 
more about how YOU can make a diff erence in the life of our congregation and those in the world 
around us. God's Blessings!

Renee Dralle, Council Member At Large 

The Ministry of Caring Friends
A vital ministry to any church’s caregiving program is the ministry of connecting and supporting people during life transitions especially in the 
third, third of life. For years, Calvary has had diligent folks visiting homebound with Holy Communion and doing this faithful work. Our goal is to 
connect those folks in a new caregiving ministry team called Caring Friends and empower their work of caring for those in need.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CARING CHURCH FRIEND?
In a nutshell, we are people who care. We are friends for people in diffi  cult and transitional situations, such as illness, loneliness, or loss of a loved 
one. We embody the caring presence of God and the community of faith and serve as a living reminder of God’s Love. A Caring Friend is called 
to walk with and bear another’s burdens in the power of a faith community grounded and connected in God’s love and saving grace in Jesus. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THIS NEW MINISTRY TEAM?
We will be holding our fi rst ever Caring Friends Ministry Team Training on Sunday, April 28th between 12:00pm and 3:00pm. Yes, there will be 
lunch and some really great conversation as Pr. Chris and Pr. Jeremiah prepare us to be caring church friends and home visitors. There is no 
cost associated with being a Caring Friend. Just a heart of love. If you are interested, please sign up in the church offi  ce so they know how many 
folks to prepare for. If you have any questions, reach out to Pr. Chris. God Bless!

Volunteers Needed
Looking for a way to get involved with the 
Calvary Community? The alter guild needs 
you! Calvary's altar guild is responsible for 
preparing the elements for Communion and 
Baptisms - it's a great way to help support 
the shared worship life of our congregation! If 
you have questions or would like to volunteer, 
please contact Pr. Jeremiah.

Calvary Crafters are back!
Crafters meet the 2nd and the 4th Mondays of the month,  May through 
October. We make Prayer Shawls, Prayer Scarves, a variety of blankets 
and throws, baby items, hats, scarves and mittens. These items go to 
our church, Northwoods Pregnancy Center, Joe Lueken Cancer Center, 
shelters, Same Day Surgery for Children, Food Shelf,  
Village of Hope, and Churches United. We got to donate 208 items in 
2023! Join us as we begin our 2024 mission! Call Cheryl 218-368-3098 

May meetings are Monday May 13, 7:00pm at Cheryl's House, and
May 20, 10:00 am in Calvary's Craft Room.




